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INHABITANTS or the TOWN 

T 

I 

BOSTON. 

/Hope fjjy colleSfing in one volume^ the. 
following OraticvSy which were jirft Jeve- 
rally fainted ct your requefi^ but many of 
fvhich have been Icngftnce not to be pirchajid^ 
will be corfidered in the mild light of an at- 
tempt to pleafe the Public, 

Anericans have been reprehended for not 
prefervingy with fufficient carCy the various 
pamphlets and political tracts which this coun- 
try has afforded during the late war. 

Many of thofe produ^ions which appear trite 
U us who 'live en the fpct where they greWy 
may, hew every be covftdered as fourccs of curl- 
oftty to ftrangers. Many of thefe Orations have 
been conftdered as the fmtiments of this we-x 
iropolisy from time to timey touching the re- 
volution. 



PREFACE. 

vohtion ^^qn4, as-^ur earlieft public inveffhes 
againft oppreffion. 

As the inftitution vf^^^^^raHothipon Mti^ftb 
tf March is now Juperfeded by the celebrations 
of the anniverjary of Independence upon the 
Fourth of Jttlyt I have given to this volume a 
general title y which will apply to both inftitutions : 
Jo that if hereafter there Jhall be a like volume, 
containing the Orations of that anniverfary, 
this may be conftdered the firft and that the 
fecond volume if Bq/ion Orations. 

I amy with the great efi refpe^^ your obedient 
humble fervanty 

PETER ELE55. 
Bojlony January y 1785. 



ORATION, 




% DELIVEJIEDAT i 

BOSTON, April a, 1771. 

By James Lovell, A.M. 

Omnes homines naturd UhtxtdXi ftudent, et CO NDITIO NEM 
^ Ser vitu t i 8 oderunt. C 7E s . 

»— : Nunc eafetitiqiut dare nutto modopojfumus^ nifi prih "volumui 
nos beUo 'viHos conjiteri. Cxc. 

YOUR dcfign in the ap|K)mtment of thi^s 
, ceremony, my Friends and FcUo-M'-Toi^n/menf 
cannot fail to be examined in quite different 
lights at this feafon of political diflfentioiu 
From the principles 1 profds> and in the ex- 
ercife of my common right to judge with others, I con- 
clude it was decent $ w/e, and honorable. 

The certainty of being favoured with your kindtfft 
partiality and candor, in a poor attempt to execute the 
part to which you have invited me, has overcome the ob- 
Jedlion of my inability to perform it in a proper manner ; 
and I now beg the favour of your animating countenance. 

The horrid bloody fcencwc here commemorate, what- 
ever were the caufcs v/hich concurred to bring it on that 
dreadful night, muft lead the pious and humane, of ever/ 
oidijr, tofome fuitabk rcflcaigw. Thq piQu? y^ill adort 
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the ccnduel; of that B» i n n who is unfearchable in all hf^ 
ways, and without whofe knowledge not a ftngle fparrow 
falls, in permitting an immortal foul to be Arried by thd 
flying ball, the melFengcr ordeathT in the twinWing of 
an eye, to meet the awful Judge of all its fecret aftions* 
The luimane, from having often thcmght, with pleafmg 
rapture, on the endearing fcenes of focial life, in all its 
amiable rclatiotis,will lament, with teart-felt pangs, their 
fudden diffolution, by indifcretion, rage and vengeance. 

But let us leave that {hoclclng dofe of one continued 
courfe of rancor and difpute, from the firft moment that 
*he troops arrived in town : that courfe will now be re- 
prefented by your own refieclions to much more foUd, ufe- 
fui purpofe, tlian by any artful language. J hope, how- 
ever, that heaven has yet in (lore fuch happinefs for this 
afHiAed town and province, as will in time wear out the 
memorj' of all your former troubles. 

I fincerely rejoice with you in the happy event of your 
fteady and united effort to prevent a fecond tragedy. 

Our fathers left their native lartd, rifqucd all the dan- 
gers of the fea, and came to this then-favage defart, with 
that true undaunted corrage which i» excited by a con- 
fidence in God. They came that they might here enjoy 
themi'elves, and leave to their pofterity the bcfi of earthly 
portions, full Englifl? Lib&rty. You fhow«d upon thd 
alarming caufe for tryah that their brave fpirit ftill exiftg 
in vngor, though their legacy of right is much impaired, 
^he fympathy and aftive fricndfhip of fome ncighl.our- 
Ing towns, upon that fadoccafion, commands the highelt 
gratitude of this. 

We have feen and felt the ill effefts of placing ftand- 
Ing forces in the midlt of populous communities ; but thoii 
t^t only whjit individu^U fujFcr. Your vote direAs me to 

point 
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point out the fatal tendency of p'acing fucli an order irt 
/re^ chics — fata) indeed 1 JtlcKs once was i'ixc ; a citizen, 
I a favorite of the people, by an artful fiory, gained ;x tri- 
I fling guard of fifty m^n ; aml^itiou taught him ways to 
enlarge that number ; he dcltroyed the commonwealth 
and made himfelfthe tyrant of the jlihenians. C.<rjhrj by 
the :engch of his command in G^v/, go^ the affections of 
his army, marched to Rome, overthrew tlie ilate, and made 
himfclf perpetual didator. By the fame inflruments, 
many lels republics have been made to fall a prey to the 
devouring jaws of tyrants. — But this is a fubjeft which 
Ihoiild never be difguifed with figures ; it chufes the plain 
Itileof diflertation. 

The true ftrength and fafety of every commonwealth 
or limited monarchy, is the bravery of its freeholders, its 
niiUtia* By brave militias they rile to grandeur, and 
they come to ruin by a mercenary vjiny. Thh is (ounded 
I on hiitorical fafts, and the fame ca'ifes will, in f;milar 
circumilances, forever produce t'le \:.v]c effects. Juftice 
jBu7cr/lc^:e, in his iniiilitably clear coniraentaritf?, tells us^ 
that ^* it is extremely dangerous in a land of libeity, to 

f'^ make a diftiacl order of the profeffiun of arms ; that iuch 




. it be v/it!i confent of parliament, is againil law. The 

.* prefcnt anry, therefore, though called the peace ejlahlijjy^ 
meity is kept up by one ail, and governed by another ; 

^ both of which expire avnually. This circumitance is i^a- 
lued as a fufficient check upon the arm/. A Icfs body of 
tr(X)ps than is now maintained has, on a time, deilroyed 
a King, and fought under a parliament wiih great fucceft 
cmd glory ; but, upon a motion to di^bau'l them, they 
turned their mafters out of doors, and £xed otheva 
la their itcadi Such wild things arc not again to happen, 

I B ' , bccaulo 
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The bill which regulates the army, the fame fine au- 
thor I have mentioned, fays, ** is, in many re/peels^ bajiily 
penned^ and reduces the foldier to a Itate of flavcry in the 
midll of a free nation. This is impolitic : for flaves envy 
the freedom of others, and take a malicious picafure itt 
contributing to deftroy it.*' 

By this fcandalous bill a juHicc of peace is empowered 
to grant, without a previous oath frcmi the military officer, 
a warraijt to break open any (freeman's) houie,, upon 
pretence of fcarchiiig for defer tcrs. 

I MUST not omit to mention one more bad tendency : 
♦^i$ this,— a ftaudir;^ force leads to a total ncgleA of 
militias, or tends £;reatl/ to difcouragc them. 

You fee the danger of a (landing antiy to the caufe ofl 
freedom. If the Bnup parliament conients from year ta 
year to be expo^Vd, it dcmbilefs has good rcafons. But 
when did ^wraflemblypafs an ad to hazard all the property 
the liberty and lives of their conlHtuents ? what check 
have ^^e upon a Britijh army ? can ^v:€ diliband it ? caa 
we ilop its pay ? 

Our own aflemblies in America can x^\h an army ; and 
%ur Monarch, George the 3d, by our conilitution, takcl 
immediate command. This army can confcnt to leave 
their native provinces. Wrll the royal chief commander 
fend them to find barracks at Brunfvjici or Lunenhur^^ 
at Hanover, or ihe commodious ball of IVejiminfter I 
fuppofe the lafl*— fuppofc thi« army wa* informed, 

oay 
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fvny thought the parliament in aftual rebellion, 6r only on 
t\\t eve of one, againft their King, or againfl thofe ^vho 
faid avd cloathed them-^^OT there it pinches , — \vc arc rebdi 
(igahiji parltament j— we adore the King. 

Where, in the cafe I have dated, would be the value 
of the boafted Englijh conftitution r 

Who are a free people ? not thofc who do not fufFer 
^ftual oppreflion ; but thofe who have a conjlitutigntil check 
upon the povjir to opprefs. 

We are flaves or freemen : if, as w# are called, the laf!^ 
where is our check upon the following powers, France ^ 
Spain ^ the States of Holland^ or the Britijh Parltavients ? 
now if any one of thefe (and it is quite immaterial which) 
has right to make the two afts in qucllioii operate with- 
in this province, they have rigiit to give us up to an 
unlimited army, under the foic direftion of one Saracett 
commander. 

Thus I have led your thoughts to that upon which I 
formed my conclufion, khat the deiign of this ceremony 
was decent^ nvije and honorable. Make the bloody 5th of 
Marcty the JEx%, of the refurreftion of your biniirights, 
which have been murdered by the very ilrength tiiut 
nurfed them in their infancy. I had an eyey^/f/y to par^ 
liamentary fupremacy j and I hope you will iliink every 
other view beneath,) our notice, in our prefeut moil alarm- 
ing fituation. 

Chatham^ Camden^ and others, Gods among men, and 
i\iQ Farmer 9 whom you have addr(?lled as the fi iend of 
mankind ; all thefc have owned that E'i^!a4J\\i\s rij^ht to 
dwce.rcife every power over us, but thai of taking money 

B z ouj. 



put of our pockets, without our confent *- Thongh k 
fecras ainiolt too hold theretbre iii us to fay '^ we doubt in 
every fmgle i itlance her le^al right over this province f'^ 
yet rrtv ;/;//// cjlrt it, 'VhoCc I have named are mighty 
charaders, bnt i/>fy wa itcd one advantage Provivknce has 
given us, Tlie ^w;i is carried off from our eyes, by the 
flowing biood of our fell ?\V'Clti?.eiis, and now we m:xy be 
allowed to attempt to remove the ^^h:!e from the eyes of our 
exalted patrons. 1 nat mote, we tliink, is notliing but 
€ur obligation to Ei'gia.'uif.rjt^ nnd aftirnvavdsG rent -Britain^ 
for copjlant kind proiicllon of ourlivci and birthrigirts agaittji 
foreign danger. Vv e all acknowledge that protcdion, 

Lrt us once more look into the early hilloryofthis 
province. We find th:u our Eh'giijh anceilors^dilgUiled in 
their native countrv at a Li^iUcnion. which tney la^v was 
sacrificing ail their n^vlitr), Ift its Jurijai^ion J, and 
fought, like wanderin:» birds of paflage, fome Irappier cli- 
mate. Here £t length they fciiled down. IMie King of 
England \v:\s {-/id to bo tlie royal || landlord of this terri- 
tory ; with Him they entered into mutual, lacred com^ 

p.il 

^ Taxalim and reprefcntation are infeparalle. | 

Chath, Cambd, j| 

Frofn T:bat in our cvnjlitifth,;, li rcprefcvfation not in/eparable ! ' 

^'•^uiiilta a Crasso i[\y\VACv.> Jttta rjirebaniur^ cum fibi tlhim ;' 

confuiem ejji ne^aret cuiJuuHfjr qjc una cjjct. Cic. - 

f I conjbie ni\fl;'t7 this provlr'sr^ parilyfrori iynorance of other 
ihcirters ; hut more J'ro?;i a J^jire cjen io mi: fume cMcr pen to 
piifjlc tic iiUu oJ'i^HixK ; ivhi.:h an \\wcl:ariercd FatiiMAM 
VI ly iiOy as aK'til as any other in Amcriccu 

».• 

I U.ec funt enlm JunJanienia fr.'nijTuna nrnr'f' lihertatisyfui quern* | 
qia: juris et I'-etinenJi et JimitltnM tfe domiuum, Cic. |, 

}; / rh,fc- lo bury a fruitful fub^e^ for any fatjvUal gtmus oftbt -1 
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Ik 
pfift, by which t4ie price of tenure, and the rules ofm^m 
fiagmenti were fairly ftated. It is in this compaft that 
weiindouR only true legislative authority* 

I MIGHT here enlarge upon the character of thofc firft 
fettlers, men of wh©m the world was little worthy ; who, 
for a long courfe of years, aiTillcd by no earthly power, 
defended tliei/r liberty, their religion, and their lives, 
againft thd greateft inland danger of the favage natives : 
but this falls not within my prcfent purpofe. They wer« 
fecurc by {tdi. 

Ik our infancy, when not an over-tempting jewel for 
the Bonrbcn Crown, tlie very name of England ;;;vcd us ; 
afterwards her yftWi ^Ww/v;/;V/. We vviili not to dcpre-^ 
ciate the worth of that protedion. Of our gold, yea of 
our moll fine gold, we will freely ^^/iv a part* Our f^i^ 
thers would have done the fame. But mull we fall down 
and cry *Metnot a ftrangerrcb and kill me,Omyfacher ! 
let me rather die by the hand of n)y brother, and let hirt| 
ravijh ail my portion * !*' 

It is faid that difunited from Bviiain '^ we fliould 
bleed at every vein/* I cannot fee ^he confequence. The 
States cf Holland i\o not (hKqt thus. But grant it true, 
Seneca, would prefer the L a u n c e t s of f ranee ^ Spain ^ 
or any other power, to the Bow-String, though ap- 
plied by the fair hand of Britannia. 

The declarative vote of the Briti/t: Parliament \s the 
dcaih warrant oi our birthrights, and wants oaly a C/nr~ 
ilh is^iiig to put it into execution. Here then a door of Hdr 
vation is open. Great-Britain may raifc her fleets and 

armies, 

* ^^f^a^'Ua?n rorpvfhue fer<vaio^ itaforttmasy itarnn'famirarem^ 
ut h^\ n<;itejiorH l^rrtati uueas^-^nee pro his Iibertate/n,Ju*pr$^ 
libeyiati l.^^^e projlciasy tanquam pignora \ptjurij:^ 
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armies^ but it is only our oivn King that can direfl tTieir 
ifire down upon our licads. He is gracious, but not om- 
nifcient. H2 is real/ to hear our Appeals in their 
proper courlc ; aii k lowinf; himfelf, though the molt 
povverfal piince ox earth, )ct, afubjeft under a divine 
coaftitution of L ^ \v ; t lat law hi w/7/ a(k and receive irom 
the twelve J'ulgej o": Enylan^i. Thefe will prove that the 
clainj of the Birijh Parliament over us is not only ille- 
gal IN rrsni.F, but A down-right usvrpatiom 
OF his prerogative as King of .^/»^r/^* 

A BRAVE nation is always generous. Let us appeal, 
theretbre, at the fame time, to the gencrofity of the Peo- 
ple oi Great 'Brit am ^ before the tribunal * oi Europe ^ not 
to envy us the full enjoyment of the Rights of Bre- 
thren, 

And now, wv friends and Fello^W'Ttrjonfmen^ having 
declared mylelf an American Son of Liberty of true char- 
ter principles : having Ihewn the critical and dangerous 
fituation of our birthrights, and the true courfe for fpeedy 
redrefs ; I (hall take tht; freedom to recommend, with 
ix)Idnefs, one previous ftep. — Let us Ihow we undcriUnjd 
the true value of what we ;u-c claiming. 

The patriotic F^r/wrr tells us, '* the caufe of Liberty 
is a caufe of ti^o much dignity to be fuUicd by turbulence 
and tumult. — Anger produces anger; and differenccsp 
that might be accommodated by kind and refpcftful be- 
haviour, may, by imprudence, be enlarged to an incu- 
rable rage. In quarrels — riien to a certain height, the 
iiril caufe of difTention is no longer remembered, the minda 

of 



/ do not think the Qvo Warranto (Sgr.wji $ur Jirjl charter^ 
ivas tried in a pm^er court, 
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fef the parties being wholly engaged In recolkftlng and 
refenting the mutual exprcfllons of their dillike. Whea 
fends have reached that fatsiJ point, confiderations of rea- 
fon and equity vanifti ; and a blind fury governG, or ra- 
ther confounds all things. A people no longer regard 
their interelt, but a gratification of their wrath.'* 

We know ourfelvcs fubjcfts of common Law ; to 
that and the worthy executors of it, let us pay a (leady and 
confcientious regard. Pad errors in this point have been 
written with gall, by the pen ofMALicE. May our 
future conduA be fuch as to make even that vile Imp lay 
her pern afitle. 

The Right which impofes duties upon us, is in difpute : 
but whether they are mana5;ed by a Survey er-General^ a 
Board ofCommiJJioners, Turki/h Janiz^ariesy or Rujjlan Cof^ 
J'acksy let them enjoy, during our time of fair tryal, the 
common perfonal protection of the laws of our conlVitution. 
Let us fhut our eyes, for the prefcnt, to their being ex^ 
icutoju of claims fub'verjive of our rights • 

Watchful, hawk-eyed Jealousy, ever guards the 
portal of the temple of thi: Go ddess Liberty. This 
is known to thole who frequent her altars. Our whole 
conduft therefore/ I am fure, will meet with the utmoft 
candor of her Votaries : but I am wifliing we may be 
able to convert even her bafeft Apostates, 

We are Slaves until we obtain fuch redre/s, through' 
the jufllce of our King, as our happy confiitution leads ui 
to e^pc^. In that condition, let us behave with the pro- 
priety and dignity of F r k e m e n ; and thus exhibit to the 
world, a new charailcr of a people, which no hiftory dc- 
f(;ribesr 
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May the allwire and beneficient Ruler of thbt 
Universe prelerve our lives and health, and profper all 
our lawful endeavours in the glorious cau/e ^/^Freedom, 
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ORATION, 

DELIVERED AT 

BOSTON, March 5, 1772; 

By Dr. Jo^Jeph Warren; 

,; . Slffts taliafanchy i 

myrmidonumy DohpumvCf out duri miUs IJijJfei, 

lemperet a lacrymis. Virgil^ 

WHEN we turn oyer the hiftoric page, and trao^ 
the rife and fall of ilates and empires ; the mighty 
revolutions wiiich ha\ e fo often varied the face of the world 
ftrike our minds with iblema furprize, and we are naturally^ 
led to endeavour to fearch out the caufcs of fuch aftonifh- 
ing changes. 



That man is formed for facial life^ is/an obfervatioit 
which, upon our firft enquiry, prefentsitfelf immediately to 
Our view, and our reafon approvers that wife and generous 
principle whidi aftuated the firft founders of civil govcrn- 
!; meat i an inllitution which hath its origin in x\\e nveakne/s 
!'; of individuals, and hath fof its end, the fireng:b and /ecu- 
• rity of all ; and fo long as the means of eUTedang this im- 
^ portent end are thoroughly known, and religioufly attended 
I to, government is one of the richeft bleffmgs to mankind, 
i and ought to be held in the highcft venci*ation. 

I 

I In young and new-formed communities, the grand de- 

^ s ^2" ^^ ^^^^ imftitution, is moll generally underitood, and 

m^ C moil 
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Ipod ftfidiy regarded ; the motives which 9rgti to iH 
fecial compadl, cannot be at once forgotten^ and that 
equality which is remembered to have lubfiiled fp lately 
among them, prevents thofe who a«c cloathed with autho** 
rity from attempting to invade the freedom of their bre- 
thren ; or if fuch an attempt is made, it prevents the 
community from (uftcring the offender to go unpuni(hed : 3 
every member feels it to bcf his intereft, and knows it tol 
be Ms duty, to preferye inviolate the conllitution oni 
which the public lafety depends "^^ and is equally ready to 
afliil the Tdagijiratt in the execution of the laws, and the 
/uSjeS in defence of his right ; and fo long' as this noble 
attachment to a conltitution, founded on free and bene- 
volent principles, exills in full vigor, in any ilate, thaf 
Hate muii be ilouriihing and happy. 

It was this noble attachment to a free conftitutioni 
which raifed ancient Rome from the fmalleft beginnings, 
to that bright fummit of happinefs and glory to which ihe 
arrived ; and it was the lofs of this miich plunged her 
from that funvmit, into the black gulph of inramy and fla« 
very. It was this attachment which infpired her fenators 
with wifdom ; it wai this which glowed in the breafts of 
her heroes ; it was this which guarded her liberties, and 
extended her dominions, gave peace at home, and com* 
manded refpefl abroad : and when this decayed, her ma- 
giftrates lofl their reverence for jullice and the laws, and 
degenerated into tyfants and oppreflbrs-— her fenators^ 
forgetful of their dignity, and feduced by bafe corruption^ 
betrayed their country — her foldiers, reeardlefsof their re- 
lation to the community, and urged onh by the hopes of 
plunder and rapyie, unfeelingly committed the mou fla- 1^ 
grant enormities ;*itnd hired to the trade of death, wirh| 
rclentleis fury they perpetrated the moft cruel murders, | 

whereby 

• Omnes ordiaes nJ confer^vamJtlm rimfubli^OHip mifstei nmluMtatit 
fiudlo^ ^irtutf, ^o{f, conjentiuntt CiCBao, 



C '9 1 

firhcrcby the ftrcets of imperial Rome were drenched with 
her n^bleft blood. Thus this empre/s of the world loft h^r 
dominions abroad^ and her inhabitants, difTolute in their 
manners, at length became contented Jlavis ; and fhe 
ftands to this day, the (born and derifioh of liationsi*, and 
a monument of this eternal truth, that public hap- 
piness DEPENDS ON A VIRTUOUS AND UNSHAICEK 
ATTACHMENT TO A FREE CON SflTU T ION, 

It was this attachment to a conftitution^ founded 6ii 
^e and benevolent principles, which infpired the firft 
fettlers of this country :-^they faw with gn?f the daring 
outrages committed on the free conftitution of thcjr native 
land— they knew that nothing but a civil war could it 
that time reftore its prilline purity. So hard was it to 
refolve to embrue their hands in the ^/W of their brethren^ 
tha,t they chofe rather to quit their fair pofTeffions, and 
feek another habitation iji a diftant clime. When they 
came to this new world, which thejr fairly purchafedof the 
Indian natives, the only rightful proprietors, they cuU 
tivated the then barren foil, by tneir incelTant labour^ 
and defended their dear-bought pofleffions with the forti- 
tude of the chriftian, and the bravery of the hero. 

After various ftruggles, which, during; the tyrannic 
reigns of the houfe of Stuart, were conttantly kept up 
between right and wrong, between libertv and flavery^ 
the connexion between Great-Britain and this Colony » 
was fettled in the reign of King William and Queen Ma- 
ry, by a compaft, the conditions of which were exprefle'd 
in a Charter ; by which all the liberties and immunities 
of Britilh Subiefts, were confined to this province, a? 
fully and as abfolutely as they pofflbly could be by any 
human inftrument which can be devifed. And it is un- 
deniably true, that the greateft and raoft important right 
of a Britifli Aibjeft is, that he jhall be gtn^rncd by no lanvs 
but tbofe to which he either in per/on or bj his reprefentati^t 
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latb ^>Ji';? his confcnt : and this I will venture to aiTert, ij 
the grand bafis of Ii:itiih freedom ; it is interwoven vyith 
the conftitution ; and 'vhenever this is loll, the conftitu- 
tion mull be deftroyed. 

The Driiijh eonjiituiion (of which ours is a copy) is a 
happy compound of the three forms (under ibme of which 
all governments may be ranged) viz. monarchy, arilto- 
<:racy, and demoaacy : of thefe three the Britijh Lcgif" 
lature is compofed, and without the confent of each branclj, 
nothing can carry with it the force of a law ; but when a 
law is to be paffed for rafmg a tax, tliat law can origi- 
nate only in the democratic branch, which is the Houfe of 
Commons in Britain, and the Itoufe of Rcprcfcntatives 
here The reafon is obvious : they pd their confti- 
tuants arc to pay much the largcft part cf it j but as tlvc 
ariftrocratic branch, which in Britain, is the houfe of 
lords, and in this province, the council, ^re alfo to pay 
fomc part, their omient is ncccffary ; and as the mo- 
narchic branch, which in Brrtaiu is the KJpg,and with us, 
either the Kinj; in pcrfon, or the Governor whom he (hall 
be plcafed to appoint to aft in his (lead, is fuppofed p 
have a juft fenfc of his own intcrcft, which is that of all 
the fubjefts in gcncral> his confent is a!& nece(rary, and 
when the confent of theic three i)ranches is obtained, the 
taxation h moft certainly legaL 

Let us now allow ourfflves a few moments to examine 
the late afis of the Brhif/j parliament for taxtPigAmcria — «< 
Let us with candor judp;c whether they are conlHtution- 
ally binding upon us :— if they are, in the name of 
JUSTICE let us fubmit to them, without one murmuring 
word. 

Fi r; ST, T would a{k whether the members of the Briti(h 
Jioufe of Commons rre the democracy of this province ? 
i/ t|icy are, ihcy kre cithor the people of this province, 

or 
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pr arc clcftcd by the people of this {province,, to rtprcftnt 
them, and have therefore a conftitutional right to origi- 
nate a bill for taxing them : it is moft certain they are 
neither ; and therefore nothing done by them can be (aid 
to be done by the democratic branch of our conftitution. 
I would next aflc, whether the Lords, who compofe the 
ariltocratic branch of thelegiflature, are Peers of Amer'N 
ca ? I never heard it was (even in thefe extraordinary 
timss) fo much as pretended, and if they are r>ot, certain- 
ly no aft ol theirs can be faid to be the att of theariftocratjc 
branch of our conftitution. The power of the monarchic 
branch we with pleafure acknowledge, rcfides in the King, 
who may aft either in perfon or by his reprefentative ; 
'find I freely confefs that I can fee no reafon why a P RO- 
CLAMATIpN for ratjin-g money in America^ iflued by 
the King*s/«/^ authority, would not be equally confiftcnt 
with our own conftitution, }nd therefore eaually binding 
upon us with the late aSis of the Bti^fk parliament for taxi- 
ing us ; for it is pkin^ that if thifeire is any validity in 
thofc afls^ it muft arife altogether from the monarchical 
branch of the legiflature : and I further think* that it 
would be at leaft as equitable ; for I dp not conceive it to 
be of the leaft importance to us by ^hem our property is 
taken away, fo long as it is taken without our ccnfcnt ; 
and I am very much at a lofs to kaovv by what figure of 
rhetoric, the inhabitants of this province can be called 
FREE SUBJECTS, when they are obliged to obey implicit- 
ly, fuch laws as are made for them by men three thoufand 
miles off, whom they know not, and whom the/^ never have 
empowered to nft for them ; or how they can be faid to 
have PROPERTY, when a body of men, over whom thc?y 
)i;ive cot the leaft contrcul, and who are not in any way 
accountable to them, fliall oblige them to deliver up any 
part, or the whole of their fubftance, w^ithout tfvca aiking 
their confcnt : and yet, whoever pfetends that the late 
afts of the Britifh parliament for taxing America ought 
to be deemed birtding upon us, mnfl admit at once that 

we 
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wt ire abfolute SL AVES, and have no property of om 
oivn ; or elfe that we mav he Fa c £ m £ n^ aad at the fai^e 
time under a neccflity of obeying the arhitravy c$mmamb 
0/ -tbo/e over whom we have no controul or influence ; and 
^at we may have property of our pwN, which ii 
entirely at the difpofal of another. $uch grofs abfurdi«> 
ties, I believf/ will not be reliflied in this enlightened 
age : and it can be no matter of wonder that the people 
quickly perceivedt and ferioufly complained of the inroadi 
which thefe a6is mail unavoidably make upon their liberty^ 
and of the haaard to which their wbok property is by tbm 
expoTed ; for, if they ihay be taxe^i without their confenti 
even in the fmalleft trifle, they may alfo, without their 
cottfent, be deprived of every trang.they poflefs, although 
never fo valuable, never fo dear. Certainly it never en* 
tered the hearts of our anceftors, that after fo many dangen 
in this then defolate wildcmefs, their hard-earned proper- 
ty (hould be at ^^%^polal of the Britifli parliament 1 and 
as it wai foon foullHlat this taxation could npt be fupr^ 
ported by reafon ana argument, it feemcd neceflary that 
one ad of oppreflion Ihould be enforced by another^ and 
therefore, contrary to our juft rights as poflcflin^, or at 
Jcaft haWng a juft title to poflefs, all the iiberiiis and 
IMMUNITIES of Britiih fuDJeils a itanding army wa$ 
eftabliflied among us in a time of peace ; and evidently 
for the purpofe of eff^efting that^ whicH it was one priii'l 
cipal defign of the founders of the ccnftitution to prevent 
(when they declared a ftanding army in a i\mp ox peace! 
to be AQAINST LAV/) namely, for the enforce-' 
ment of obedience to a^s which, upon fliir cx^iminationi 
fippeaied to be unjuil and unconilitution&L ' 

The ruinous confequences of flanding armies to ftii 
communities, may be feen in the hiftories ofSiraAcusii 
KoMB, and many other once, flouriihing States ; fomej 
of which have now fearer a name ! their baneful influence 
itf v\ofk fuddenlf felt, when they are placed in populoui, 

titiesr^ 
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€itics ; for, by a corruption of morals, the public hap 
piuefs is immediatelly affeded ? aivd that tki^ is'^one of 
the effedis of quartering troops in a populous city, is a 
iruth, to which ^ many a moiirning parent, many a loft/ 
defpairing child in this metropolis, muft bear a very me<« 
lanchoty teftimony.^^— Soldiers are alio taught to confider 
arms as the Only arbiters by which every £fpute i^ to be 
decided between contending ftates ;-<^they arte inftru^d 
implicitly to obey their comniand^rs, without enquiring 
into the juftice of the caufe they are engaged to iupport r 
hence it is, that they are ever to be dieaded as the read) 
engiiiis of tyranny and oppreffion.-^^And it is too obferv 
abk that they are prone to introduce the fiuiie mode ox 
decifion in the difputes of individuals^ and from thencd 
have often arifen great animofities between tbem and dg 
inhabitants^ who, whilft in a naked defencelefs ftate, arc; 
frequently infulted and abufed by an armed foldiery « And 
this will be more efpecialfy the C4i^||^hen i\% troops are 
informed that the intention of theil^ng Rationed in ar.y 

city, is to OVER A W£ THE INHABITANTS. That th IS 

was the avowed defien of Rationing an armed force in thi^ 
town, is fufRciently Known ; and v/i,my fellow-citizenil;; 
have feen, we have felt the tragical cfFefts ! — The 
FATAL FIFTH OF MARCH, 1770, can never be; 
FORGOTTEN*^— Thef horrors of that dreadful 
NIGHT are but too deeply impreiTed On our heam-r— ^ 
Language is too feeble to paint the emotions of our fouls » 
when our ftreets were ftaincd with the blood of ovr 
BRETHREN ,— whcn our cars were wounded by the groani» 
of the dying, and our eyes were tormented with the fight 
of the mangled lx)dics of the l/r^^^.— When our alarmed 
imagination prcfented to our view our houfes wrapt in 
flames,— our children fabjefted to the barbarous caprice 
of the raging foldicry,— our beauteous virgins expoled ta 
all theiniolcnce of unbridled palSon, — ^^our Virtuous wives, 
endeared to us by every tender tie, falling a facrifice ta 
Wor/e.th^ brmal violence, and perhaps^ lUcc the /amed 
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liv^^iT'iA, diftraAedwith anguiOi and defpalf, endlrfg 
their wretched lives by their owa fair hands,— Whea we 
beheld the authors of our diilrefs parading in oUr ftreets^ 
or drawn up in a regular battalia^ as though in a hoftile 
city, our hearts beat tq arnv ; we fnatched our weapons, 
almoft refolved, by one decifive ttroke,to avenge the death 
of our SLAUGHTERED BRETHREN, and to fecure from 
future danger, all that we held moil dear : but propitious 
heaven foroad the bloody carnage, and faved the threatned 
viiflims of our too keen refentment, not by their difcipUne, 
not by their regular aTray,— \\o, it was royal George's 
livery that proved their Ihield — it was that which turned 
the pointed engines of dettruftion from^ their brcalh ♦• 
The thoughts ot vengeance were foon buried in our in-, 
bred affeAion to Great ^Britain, and calhi reafon dilated 
a method of removing the troops more mild than an 
immediate recourfe to the fwqrd. Withlunited efforts you 
urged the immedia|||^||eparture of the 1 troops from the 
lown-^you urged iHplith a reftflution which cnfureJ 
fuccefs— you obtained your wifties, aid the removal of 
the troops was effeded, without one dr^p of their blood 
being fhed by the inhabitants. 

r 

^« 

The immediate aftors in the tragedy of that night 
were Surrendered to juftice.-*— It is not mine to {ay how 
far they were guilty ! they have been tried by the coun- 
try and ACCipITTED of murder ! and they are not 
to be again arraigned at an earthly bar : but, furely the 
men who hav(; promifcuoufly fcatter^^d diath amidil the 
i>;/;^r/^/ inhabitants of a populous city^^ ought to fee well 

to 

• / ba've tbejlrcngi/t reafon to believe tbat 1 have mentioned the 
only arcumfliince njuhich faveJ the troops fr^m dejiruiiton. It 
Kvas then^ and now is 9 the opinio?/ ofthofe 'who ixere beft ae^ 
quainted with thejiate of affairs eat that time, ^ihat had thrice 
that number of troops ^ belonvinfr to any pouerat open nvar vuth 
us J been in tin fonvn^ in the fame expofed conJition^ farce 4 
man wiuld bav^' Hv^d to bavefeen tU rmrm^s %'^'», 
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to It, thtt they be prepared to ftand at the bar of an omiii- 
fcicnt Judge ! and all wjio contrived or encouraged the 
ftatibning troops in this place, have rcafons of eteriial inj- 
portance, to refleft with deep contrition, on their bafc 
uefigas, and humbly to repent of their impious machi- 
nations. 

The infatuation which hath feemed, for a number of 
years, to prevail in the Britilli councils, with regard to 
lis, is tnaly aftoniftiing ! what can be propofcd by the 
repeated attacks made upoa our freedom^ I really cannot 
furmifc ; even leaving juitice and huriianity out of th« 
queltion, I do not know one fincle advantage which can 
arife to the Britifli nation, from our being cnflavcd :— *! 
know not of any gains^ which can be wrung fj/m us by 
oppreffion, which they may not ob^^^from as by our owa 
confcnt, in the fmboth channel of »Bpte^ : weWifa the 
wealth and profperity of Britain.; Wc contribute largely 
to both. Doth what we con.rbutc lofe all its value, be- 
caufe it i^ doic voluntarly ? the amazing increafe of 
riches to Britain, the threat rife cf the value of her lands 
the flouriiliing lU'e of her navy arc ftrilcing proofs of 
the advantages derived to her front her commerce with 
the colonies ; and it is ourearneft acfire thatflie maylUll 
continue to enjoy the fame emoluments, until her ftreets 
arc pavci with American coLp ; only, let us have 
tjic p!cafurc of calling it our own, whilft it is in our hai! Js ; 
bat thii it feems is too great a favor — we are to governed 
by the ahfolute commands of others ; cvr property is to he ta-^ 
1m a^joay <ivithout our cortJhtt^^\( wt complain, our com- 
plaints are treated with contempt ; if we affert our rights, 
that aflertioa is djem?d infolence ; if we Immbly offer ta 
faSmit the matter to the impartial decifion of rcafon, the 
SWORD is judj^cd the mod proper argument to filencc our 
murmurs ! but this cannot long be the cafe— Parely the 
Briti/b nation will not fuffcr thv? r'^putation of their jufticc 
»nci I heir honor, to be thus fpoiiccl im^^y by a capricIogi$ 
»* D juiiaiilry j 
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mmiihry ; no, they will in a (hdrt time open their eyes la 
their true intcrcft : they nourifh in their own brealbr a 
noble love of Hberfy ; they hold her dear, and they fenciw 
that all who^ have once poflefled her charms, had rather 
die than fuffcr her to be torn from their embraces— <hey 
are alfo fenfible that Britain ia fo deeply interefted ill the 
proTperity of the Cbloniei, that (he ma& eventoally fbtl 
every wound given to their freedom ; they cannot be ig^ 
Aorant that more dependence may be placed on the af* 
fe£lioas of a Efirother, than oa the forced iervioe of a flave ; 
they muft approve your efforts for the prcfcrvation of yoUr 
rignrs ; from a fympathy of foul they muflE pray for your 
fuccefs : and I doubt not but they will, e'er long, exert 
themfelvtfs effcftually, to redrcfe your grievances. Even 
in the diflblute rergn of King Charles II. when the 
Houte^f Commons impeadied the earl of Clarendon vf 
high treaTf^u, the &rft article on which they founded their 
accufation wa% t)ll|^ he had deftgnti a ftanding army U 
herai/id, and to gMt^ ibe kingdom thireby.^^ And the 
eighth article was, (ha? '^ hi had introduced an arbitrary 
government into his majefty^s plantation.*^ A terrifying ex; 
ample to thofe who aie no^r forging chains for thiis 

COUNTRT. 

You havef my friends and countrymen, fruftrated the 
defigns of your enemies, by your u.ianimity and fortitude : 
it was your union and determined fpirit which expelled 
thofe troops, who polluted your ftreets with lN^•ocE^'T 
BLOOD. Your have appointed this anniverfay as a ftand- 
ing memorial of the bloody consequences of 

PLACING AN ARMED FORtE IN A POPULOUS CITYrfgj 

and of yoar deliverance from the dangers which thenj 
fecmed to hang over your heads ; and I am confident that 
you never will betray the If all want of fpirit when called 
upon to guard your freedom— 'None 6ut they who fet i 
juft value upon the bleflines of Liberty are worthy to cn-^^ 
joy her— your illuftrious fathers were her zealous- vou-^ 

rie& ^ 
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rics*— when the blading frowns of tyranny dxovt her frofli' 
public view, they clafped her in their arms, they cherilhed 
her in their generous bofomSj» they brought her fafe over 
the rough ocean, and fixed her feat in this then dreary 
wilderncfs ; they nurfcd her infant age with the moll ten- 
der care ; for her fake, they patiently bore the fevered 
hardftiips ; for her fupport, they underwent the moft rug- 
ged toils : in her detence, they boldly encountered the 
moil alai ming dangers ; neither the ravenous beafts that 
ranged the woods fur prey, aor the more furious favages of 
theVildernefs, could damp their ardor !-^Whilft with one 
hand they broke the ftubborn glebe, with the other they 
grafped their weapons, ever ready to proteft her from dan- 
ger.— No facrifice, not even their own blood » was efteem- 
ed too rich a libation for her altar ! God Drofpered their 
valor ; they prcferved her brilliancy unfullied j they en- 
joyed her whiUt they lived, and dying, bequeathed the 
de;ir inheritance to your care. A!ij|««s they left you this 
glorious legacy, they have undoubtedly tranfmitted to you 
iome portion oV their noble fpirit, to infpire you with vir- 
tue to merit h^r, and courage to prefervc her : you furely 
cannot, with fuch examples before your eyes, a^ every 
page of the hiftory of this country affords*, fuffer your li- 
berties to be raviihed from you by lawlefs forcej or cajo- 
led away by fl^.t :ery and fraud. 

The voice of your fathers blood cries to you from the 
ground; My 30ks scorn to be SLAVES ! in vain 
we met the fro i^ns of tyrants—in vain, v/c cro^Ted the 
boifterous ocean » found a new world, and prepared it for 
the happy refidfmce of Liberty-— in vain, we toiled-— 
in vain, we fought— we bled in vain, if you, our offspring 
want valor to repel the affaults of her invaders !— ~ 
Stain not the glory of your worthy anceftors, but like 

D 2 them 

* AtJimulheroumlauJes^ et faSI a parentis 
Jam Ifgerti ct quitfit potcris cogfwfcere wtus. Si n C . 
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iKem rcfolvc, never to part with your birth-right ; be ivifij 
in your deliberations, and determined in your exertions . 
for the preformation of ) our liberties. — Follow not thp 
diftates of paflion, but enlill yourfelves under the facred 
banner of reafon ; ufe every method in your power to fe- 
cure your rights ; at leaft prevent the curfcs of poiterity 
froni being heaped upon your memories. 

If you, with united zeal and fortitude, oppofe the tor- 
rent of oppreflion ; if you feel the true fire of patiiotifin 
burning in your breaits ; if you, trom your fouls, defpife 
the molt gaud}' drefs that flavcry can wear ; if you real- 
ly prefer the lonely cottage (whillt bleit with liberty) to 
gilded palaces, furrounded with the cnligns of flavery, 
you may have ':he fiilleft aflurance that tyranny, with her 
whole accurfcd tl-ain, will hide their hidequs heads in con- 
fufion, fhame and Jefpah — if you perform your part, you 
muft have the ftrongtll conridence, that the saxMe al- 
mighty Being who protcfted your pious and venerable 
forefather:. — who enabled them to turn a barren wildcrncfb 
into a fruitful field, v/ho fo often jf^aJc hare his aryn for 
their falvation, will llill be mindful of you their oil- 
fpring. 

May this ALMIGHTY BEING graciouny 
prefidc in all our councils. — M^y he direct w^ to fuch 
incafures as he hlmfelf lliall approve, and be pleafed to 
blefs. — May v.'c ever be a people favored of GOD.— 
May our land be a land of Liberty, the feat of virtue, the 
afylum of the oppreflcd, a name and a fraljc in the ^it/r/r. 
€ir:h, until the Lift ftiock of time fliall bury the empires 
ii\ the v/orid in one common undiftinguifiicd ruin ! 
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O R A T I O N,. 

DELIVERED AT 

BOSTON, M A R c H 5, 1773. 

By Dr. Benjamin Church^ 

ImHus hac ciilta novnlla miles bahehit ? 
f| iiarbaius IzisfegttiS ? en quo diforJic^ civcs 

perduxit mifcrcs ? en quels CGnJevimus a^ros ? 

ViaciLy EcK !• 

I O pajfigr Aora^ ifrMt Deus his quoqiiefinem : 

ruiiiti^ jGf'jhn ct Ka^ dim r^ieminilfc jwvahit. 

Virgil^ ^ne. i. 

FR O M a confcioufaefs of inability, my friend » 
Aix'D FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, I havc rcpcatcdly 
decHaecl the duties of this annivcrfary. Nothing but a 
firm auachmeat to the tottering liberties of America ♦, 
cddcd to the irrefutable importunity of fome valued 
I friends, could have induced me (efpecially with a very 
1^ (aort notice) (o far to millakc my abilities, as to render 
^ . tJiC utinoft txiunt of your candor truly indifpenfable. 

Whfn man was unconncftcd by focial obligations ^ 
abhorrent to ^vtry idea of dependence j adluated by a fa- 

vagc 

♦ Perinilofa plenum rfus aim 
Inrdasj incedis per ignes 
SuppojUu cimri di^hjo. Morac E. 
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vkgt ferocity of mind, difplayed in the brutality of hw 
manners, the neceiTory exigences of «ach individual^ na« 
lurally impelled liim to a£U of treachery, violence and 
murder. 

The miferies of mankind thus proclaiming eternal war 
with their fpecics, led them, probably, to confult certain 
meafiires to arrcft the current oi fuch outrageous enormities. 

A 5EN«E of their wants and weaknefs, in a ftate of na« 
cure, doubtlefs inclined th^m to fuch reciprocal aid& and 
fupport, as eventually t^ftabliihcd lixiety. 

Men then began to incorporate; fubordinaiion fuc* 
eeeded to independence ; order to anarchy 5 and paflionii 
were difarmed by civilization : focicty lent its aid to fe* 
cure the weak from ojppreffion, who wiicly took ihelier 
within the fanAuary ot law. 

Encreasing focicty afterwards exafted, that the 
tacit contrail made with her by each individual, at th? 
time of hU being incorporated, fhould receive :i more 
folemn form to become authentic and irrefragable ; the 
main objeA being to add force to the laws, proportionate 
to the power and extent of the body corporate, \Vhofe 
energy they were to dired. 

• 
Then /ocUty availed herfelf of the facrifice of that //- 
hrfy and that natuntl eyualiiy of which we are all con* 
fcious,: fupenors and magiltratcs were appointed, and 
mankind iubmitted to a civil and political lubordination. 
This is truly a glorious infpiration of rcafon, by whofe in- 
fluence, notwithllanding the inclination wc have for inde^ 
pendcncc, wc accept pomrouU ft^r the eltablilhmcnt of 
order* 

ALTHOUGli 
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Although imrcftralncd power ia one perfon, may 
fcavfc been the firft and moft natural recourfi of mankirfd, 
from rapine and diforder ; yet all reftri^tions of power » 
made by laws, or participation erf* fovercignty, are ap- 
parent improvements upon what begarif in* unlimited 
power. 

It would Ihock humamty, ftould t attempt to dcfcribe 
thofe barbarous anxl tragic fcenes, \Vhich crimfon the M- 
itoric page pf this wrcrthed and d^tefitahle conltitutioit, 
ivhere abfolute dominion is lodged in one jdtCon : wht;re 
c/ii makes the ivhoU^ and the Kvhole 13 mthin^. What 
motives, what events, could have been able tofubdue men, 
endowed with reafon, to render themfelvcs the mWie in- 
f^rumentu, and paffive obje^ of the oapi^ce of an in- 
dividual. 

iVI A K ic I K D apprized of their privileges, in being ra- 
tional and free, in prefcribing cii/il laws to themfelvcs, 
had {urely no intentixm of being enchained by any of their 
Equals ; and although tMV fubmitted voluntary adherents 
to certain laws, for the ialcc of mutual fecurity and hajJ- 
pinefs, they, no doubt, ^intended by the original compafl, 
a permanent exemption of the fubjecl body from 4ft)' 
claims, which were not e*prefly furreridered/ (6t ihep^isr- 
pofe of obtaining the' fccunty ^and defence of the whole. 
Can it poflibly be conceived, that they would voluntarily 
be enflavcd by a power of their own creation ? 

The conftitution of a magiftrate, does not therefore 
tfl^ke away that lawful defence againll force and injury, 
allowed by tlie law of nature ; we are not to obey a prince, 
ruling above the limits of the power entruHed to him ; 
for the commonwealth, by conftituting a head, does nt>t 
deprive itlclf of ihe power of its own prefervation *.- 

f Tkc celebrated Mi's. MamulMj^ 
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tiovftumiHtmndmagiJIracyp whether fuprcmc or fubordii\atf; 
is ^mf:^\'^ J^an $r4iha/tcf^ and the laws of every nation 
axe t|?ie niefiifure of magiftratical power : ami kings, thd 
^cryan^s of the, ftate, when they degenerate into tyrants, 
forfeit their right to government. 

, , ^RE^CH oftritil in a governor ♦,. or attempting; to en- 
large a limited power, cfFe^Jlually abfolves iubjeds from 
every bond (rf* covenant and peace ; the crimes aclej by a 
^ng agf^inft the people, 4fe the higheft trcafon again/ ths 
higjhejl lanif o^nong men f • 

/'If the king (fays Grotrus) hath one part of the 

fapreme power, and the other part is in the fcnate or peo- 

. pie, when fucH a king ftiall invade that part which doth 

not belong to him, it (hjll b*? lawful tooppofe a juft force 

Co him,, becaufe his power doth not extend fu far/' 

i ^ 

The q^aeftion m (hort turns upon this finglc point, 
tefpcfting the power of the civil magiftrate : is it the end 
*: of that office that one particular perfon may do what he 
will without reftraint ? or rather that fociety fliould be 
inade happy and fecurci the anfwer is very obvious — 
And it is my firm opinion that the tqual juft ice of Goi>, 
and the nuiuraljreedom ^fmankiiuii imift Hand or fall 
together. 

When rulers become tyrants, they ccafe to be kings ; 
they can no longer be refpefted as Goo's vicegerents ^ who 
violate the laws they were fworn to proteft. The fnacher 
may tell us o( pajjjivi obedience^ that tyrants are (courges 
in the htrnds of a righteous God to chaUife a finful na- 
tion, and are to be fuLmitted to like plagues, famine 

^ Mrs. M^icaulay, 

t Saluf popnli fu^rma lex eji^. - 
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nn<3 fucli like judgments : fuch doctrine may fervc t6 mii^ 
lead ill-judging princes into a falle fecurity ; but men are 
not be harrangued out of their lenfcs ; hiiman nature and 
felf- prefer vat ion will eternally arm the brave and vigi- 
lant^ againil flavery and opprelFion. 

As a defpotic government * is evidently produ(5live of 
the moft fiiocking calamities, whate\^er tends to rcftraia 
fuch inordinate po'.ver, though in itlclf a fevere evil, is 
extremely beneficial to fociory ; tor where a djgrading 
fervitude is the deteftable alternative, who can Ihadder at 
the relaxant ponyard of a JBrutu^, the crimfoncd axe of a 
Crom'well, or the reeking dagger of a Rav iliac ? 

To enjoy life as becomes rational creatures, to poflefs 
our fouls with pleafnrc and latisfaciion, we u.;il bo caretul 
to maintain that incftimable bielnag, liberty. By liberty 
I would be underllooi, the happinefs of living under I'lvvj 
of our own making, by our pcrlbnal •uafcat, or that of 
our reprefentativcs |. 

E Without 

* ^he ingratitude and corruption ofRome^ is perhaps^ i/t nc in^ 
fiance^ more ftron^h markc.l that in her treatment of hc>* co^ 
Icnies] by their labours^ toihy and arms ^ Jbe had reached to that 
fummit of i^hrious exahatiofij as to be like Britzii^i^ t'ji ^zfjcnder 
and drccid cf the ^world \ but by fatal experience j 'l(fe ruNied 
colonies i/icuLa^e this ferious lejfon^ the ambition of a despot 
is boundlefs \ his rapine is infatiahle ; the accomplifhmcnt of hit 
onquejis o'ver his enemies^ is but the intrcduBion of fuinjcry, 
nvitb her concomitant plagues y to his friends. 

f The <very idea of retrefentatiz'Cy deputy or triifee^ includes that 
ofaconjlituenty nxwofe interejl they are ordai^iei a^id appointed 
to promote andfecure ; my wtappointed^ felf-confitutcd a^erj in 
the Britijb parliament ^ has jraudently and arbitrarily fur^ 
rendered my befi inter efl^ ^ivithout my privity or co^ifnt \ I do 
therefore hereby proteji a^ainjl all fuch powers as hcjhafl claim 
vt my behalf and moj} folrmnly difcard him my fervice forever m 
^c Loik civil govcrnrnt-nt, Rilum tcneaiis amici I 
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Without this,thcdillindlionj? among mAnkmd arebuf? ^ 

diiTerent degrees of milery ; for as the true elhmateof a man^s i 

lileconfilis xxt conducing it according to hisown julUenti- S 

mcnt and innocent inclinations, his being is degraded : 

below that of a free agent, which heaven has made him, ^ 

when his affeftions and paflions are no longer governed by I 

the dictates of his own mind, and the intcrefts of human I 

Ibcicty, but by the arbitrary, unreilraincd will of another,/ i 

.^ 
I THANK God we live in an age of rational inquifition, i 

when the unfettered mind dares to expatiate freely on 

every objeft worthy its attention, when the privileges of ^ 

mankind are thoroughly comprehended, and the rights of 

dilHaft focicties are objefts of liberal enquiry. The rod \ 

of the tyrant no longer excites our apprchenfions, and to 

the frown of the otspor, which made the darker agca^ 

tremble *, we dare oppofc demands of right, and appeal 

to that conltitution, which holds even kings in fetters. 

It is eafy to projcft the fubverfion of a people, when 
men behold them, the ignorant or indolent vicnmsof pow- 
er ; but it is diincult to effect their ruin, when they arc 
apprized of their judl claims, and are fenfibly and fcafon- | 
ably aifedcd with thoughts for their prefcrvaiion. God 
be thanked, the alarm is gone forth f , the people arc uni- 

ver{ally ^ 

* C.t?!um non nnlmum mutant, cjni trr.ns mare curnmt. Tie 
citiTLcn^ of Rome^, Sparta^or Lacedemon^ at thofe blejjcd periods 
nL'hen tie; ^zvcrc fwj} em.ncut for their atta^hncnt to liberty and \ 
n'irtney could 7:euer exhibit brv^hltr examples of patriotic zeal^ 
than a^e to be fmnd at this day in America ; / nvill not prr^g 
f:i;?:e to fay that the ori^^inal Briti'h ffirit has improved by tran - 1 
plantbij^ J but this J 4b e ajim, th it jhouU Britons Jloop to op- 
prefjion^ the Jlru^^i^Us of thei^' American brethren^ ^jjill be thtir 
eternal reproach. 

f The injlituiing a committee of grievances and corrcfponJcnce, b) * , 

tk i 

I 



^ 
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vcrfally informed of their charter ricmts; they 
eJieem them to be the ark of God to Nfw-En g l a r; d, 
and like that of old, may it deal deftrudion to the profane 
hand that (hall dare to touch it. 

In every ftatc or fociety of men, perfonal liberty and 
fccurity muft depend u|X)n the collective power of the 
whole, acting for the general intereft *. If this collcftive 
pjpwcr is not of the whole, the freedom and intereft of the 
whple is not fecured : If this confluent power aels by a 
partial delegation, or for a partial intcre 1, its operation 
is furely determinable, where its delegation ends. 

The conrtitution of England, I revere to a degree of 
idolatry ; but my attachment is to the commonweal : 
The magiilrate will ever command my refpeit, by the 
integrity and wifdomof his adminillratioriS. 

E 2 JUNIUS 



'e town of Rofton, has fervid this <iJaluablc purpofe : The 
'.ncyal itifradhn of the rii^hts of all the colonics^ viuji finally re^ 



the 

duce the difcordant provinces, to a neceffarj combhiplionfor thetr 
tnutual interefi and defence : Some future Lon^rejs ivHi be ths 
f^lorious fource of the fal'vation of Amtrlca : The Ajnpliic^iones 
0/' Greece, <who formed the diet or great council of the flates^ 
ixhibit an excellent mode I for the rJjin^ Ajnericans, 

*^ Lord chief jujiice Coke obfer^ves ^* iLvhcn ar:^ Trezv device /V pio- 
\jed in the kin;,fs behalf for aid O/' tie like^ ihe iommona nM\ 
nfwevy they dure not agree nvithout conftrcicc' r^iirh theh' 
c(,un:ifs/' The novel device of fleecing the cc^ok'cs^ ivas wtrO" 
Juccd in a nvay the conftiuuiou knan^vs n:t cf jnd cra;r,^':d 
i^'njrn their throats J b, ricafurej equally iniquitous. 

I kK-iU net alarm the fiuhkrs for the frcfent mecfnw'y by coHfro::?- 
i/r.r thetn rv/A mo e fiidc aiitforitics, if they iviil furm^t me the 
loUo'iK /;/.; jho}-t hut exf'cfs Jcclaraiion oj ^Klncy, ^LuL^ch tho; 
r:a, cht.'J di te[fure. iSo MAN CAN Giv:-: 'i *! \'r %Vl! K u 



I 



I 36 ] 

JUNIUS well obfervcs ; when the conftitution is 
openly invaded, when the firfl original right of the pec 
pic, Irom which all laws derive their authority, is dircftly 
attacked, inferior grievances naturally lole their force, 
and arc fuffered to pafs by without punilhment or obfer* 
vation. 

Numberless have been the attacks made upon our 
fycQ conftitution ; numberlefs the grievances we now re- 

fent : but the f/ydra mifchief.^ is the violation of my j 

right , as a B ^^ n^ s h American freeholder, in not ' 

being confulted in framing Uioie ftatutcs I am required ^ 

to obey. I 

The authority of the British monarch over this i 
colony was ellabliftied, and his power derived from the 
province Ch a r t e r ; by that we are entitled to a diftin(^ 
Icgillaiion. As in every government there muft exift 
3 power fuperior to the laws, viz. the power that make's 
thoi'c laws, and from which they derive their <^u:honty * : ^ 
thercf:>re th'.* libw*rty of the people is exadly proportion^'d ; 
to the lliarc the body of the people have in the legiflature ; 
find tl^3 check placed in the conftitution, on the executive ^ 
power. Tiiat rtatc only rs free, where the people are go- > 
vcrncd by laws which they have a (hare in making ; and 3 
that country is totally ennaved, where one fingle law can I 
be n\\d^ or r^-pealed, without the interpoution or coafcnt * 
of C^e people. 

That 
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That the members of the Britlfh parliament are the 
jrcprefentativcs of the whole Britlfh empire^ exprelly mi- 
litates with their avowed principles : property and refi* 
dence within the ifland, alone conftituting the right of 
eieftion ; and furely he is not my delegate in whofc no- 
mination or appointment I have no choice : but however 
the futile and abfurd claim of a virtual reprefentation, 
may comport with the idea of a political vifionary ; h« 
muft (if poflible) heighten the indignation, or excite the 
ridicule of a frceborn American, who by fuch a fallacious 
pretext would defpoil him of his property. 

An American freeholder, according to thejuft and judi- 
cious conduct of the prefent miniilry» has no poffible right 
to be confulted, in the difpofal of his property : when a 
lordly, though unlettered Britijb ele^or, poffeiTed of a tur- 
nip garden, with great propriety may appoint a Icgifla* 
ture, to alTefs the ample domains of die moil fenfible^ opu^ 
lent American planter. 

But remember, my brethen, when a people have once 
fold their liberties, it is no aft of extraordinary generoiity, 
to throw tJicir lives and properties into the bargain, for 
tliey are poor indeed when enjoyed at the mercy of a 
matter. 

The late conduft of Great-Britain, fo inconfiftent 
ui h the praftlce of former times, fo fubverfive of the firtt 
priuciplcs of government, is fufficieint to excite the dil- 
content of the fubjed : the Americans juftly and decently 
UiZed an exclufive right of taxing thcmfelvcs ;/was it in- 
dulgent, concUiuting, or parental condud in ^at ftate, to 
exaggerate fuch a claim, as a concerted plan of rebellion 
ill the uanton Arnciicans ? and by a rigorous and crucj 
cxercife of power to c.iforce fubmiffion, excite luch ani-» 
riofitics, as at fomc future period, ma/ produce a bitter 
repentance ? 

Can 



[ 3* ] 

Can fuch he cilled a legal tax or free gift ? it is ra- 
ther lev^ying contributions on grudging cnuaved Amcri* 
can5, by virtue of an ;icl framed and enforced, not only 
without. Hit againlt their confcnt ; thereby rendering the 
provincial aiT^mblici) a ufelcf:, part of the conllitution. 

Wh r r r. laws arc framed and aflc/Tments laid without a 
legal reprefentiition, and obedience to fuch acb urged by 
force, the delpairing people robbed of every conftitutiona! 
mems of redrefs, and that people, brave and virtuous, 
jHuft become Cae admiration of ages, (hould they not ap-r 
peal ti) thofc powers, which the immutable laws of nature 
nave lent to all mankind* fear is a flender tie of fub- 
jcft'on ; we detcft thofe whom we fear,and wifh deitruclion 
to thofe we drted ; but humanity, uprightnefs, and good 
faitli, with an apparant watchfulncis lor the welfare of 
the people, conftitutc the permanency, and are the firmed 
fupport of x]v^/overn!:^n\ autht^rity ; for when violence h 
cppofed to r jalba and jufiice, couragt never wants an arm 
for its defence. 

What dignity, wh::t refpe^l, what authority, can Bri- 
iain derive from her c^)llinate adherence to error ? (he 
ftauds convicted of violating h;?r own principles^, but per- 
{i:\cxt% with unicleating fcverlty ; we implore for ri^^hts 
as a grac:^, flie aggravittes cur di.'rL.:s, by lopping away 
another aiJ ano:hcr darling privilege ; we a/k (or freedom 
and Ihc ftaas iliCf-jjoTU ! 

To the v/ifdom, to the jufHce, to the pi^*ty of his mod 
ficrcd ^^1jeily, I uaitt in my app.ral with lhi:> unl>ounv!cd 
Eiipire ; (jorj j^naiit he miy at<.nJ to the reiterated 
jp'-ayer, iil^erd of the marmur ci Jil^:ontent, nnd the 
ro'.vn of kntririg difaifeCt'M'u \ \<t v/o.ild unlverrilly hail 
h'm v/lth iliuic Cifjfiorti* of ocmiinj 'o ', u^ul dutcouc vene- 
j-ition, v/Iiich the proudcfl nt^Hor >.ll! \airily look fv»r. 
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PaRti£s and faftions, fincc the days of the dcteftcA 
AnM'ofsj have been ftrangers to this land ; no diftinftions 
of heirt-felt animofity, dilturbed ths peace and order of 
focie^y till the malignant folly of a* late rancorous com-, 
mander in chief ^oxi]v\x^\ them from the dead : when flialV 
tliis unhappy clime be purged of its numerous plagues i, 
v/hen will our troubles, our feuds, our ftruggles ceafc ? 
^when 'ivill the locujis leave the land ? then, and not till 
then, peace and plenty Ihall fmile around us ; the hufband* 
man will labour with pleafure ; and hoaefl induilry reap 
the reward of its toil. 

But let us not forget tKcdirtrelTingoccaTion of this jm- 
niverfary : the fulleii gholls of muracrcd fello-jc-citizeriSf 
haunt my imagination ** and harrow up my foul ;*'me- 
thinks the ta'nted air is hrung with tlic dc vs of death, 
U^hilc //// hot from hell, cries havock, and lets llip the 
dogs of war. Hark! the van tenants of the grave flill 
ihriek for vengeance on thei^ remorfelefs butchers : for- 
give us heauen ! Ihould wc mingle involuntary execrations, 
whife hov'ering in idea ovc^r the guihlcfs dead. Where 'is 
the amiable, the graceful M(i<verick ? the opening bloifom' 
is now withered in his cheek, the fprightly fire that once 
lightened in his eye is quenched in death f ; the favage 
hands of brutal nijfians^ have crullied the unfufpefting vie 
tim# and in an evil hour fnatchcd away his gentle foul. 

Where is the friendly, the induftrious Cald-zveU > he 
paced innoxious through the theatre of death, inconfclou* 
of deiign or danger ; \^en the wingrd fate gored hiii 
bofom, and llript his Ihrtled foul foi; the world of fpirit^. 
Where are the rejiduc of afti'vc citi'zcns that were wont to 

tread 
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Vif era tins vafi^nl /r^inns crria f'reit. Oviu dc Pontc', 
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rrcad thcfefacred floors ? fallen by the hands of the vindic- 
tive affaflins, they fwcll the horrors of the fangninary fccne* 
Loyalty ftarids on tiptoe at the ftioclcing recoiiectioa, while 
luftice, virtue, honor, patriotifrri become fuppliants for 
immoderate vengeance : the whole foul ckmours for arms, 
and u on fire to attack thebrutal banditti ; we fly agoni* 
xing to the \iorriA aceldama ; we gaze on the mangled corfes 
of our brethren^ and grinning /wits glotting o'er their 
carnaee ; the hoftiie attitude of the mifcreant murderen^ 
redoubles our refcntment, and makes revenge a virtue. 

BY heaven they die I thus nature fpoke, and the fwolti 
heart leapM ta execute the dreadful purpofc ; dire was the 
interval of rage, fierce vas the confliA of the foul. lit 
that important hoar, did not the ftalking ehofts of our 
ft ern forefathers^ point us to bloody deeds ct vengeance \ 
did not the coafideration of our expiring liberties, 
impel us to remoffelefs havoc ? but hark ! the guardian 
God of New-England iffucs his awful mandate, ** f e a c a, 
BE STILL ;** hurlhM was the burftino; war, the louring 
icmpeft frovi'ned its i-age away. Confidence in thatGoo, 
beneath whofe wing we flicker all our cares, that blefiedi 
confidence rclcafed the daltard, the cowering prey : with 
haughty K rn we refufcd to become their executioners, 
and nooly gave them to the wrath of heaven : but w^rds 
can px>rly paint the horrid fcene^—Defencelefs, proftrate, 
bleeding countrymen— tlie piercing, agonizing groans— 
the mingled itioan of weeping relatives and friends :-— 
Thefe beft can fpeak ; to roule the luke-Warm into noble 
fceal ; to fire the zealous into manly rage, againll the 
foul opprejjion^ of quartering troops ^ in populous cities , in 
limes of peace. 

Thoit 
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Thou who yon bloody walk (halt traverfe, there 
Where troops of Britain* s king, on Britain* s fons^ 
DifchargM the leaden vengeance ; pafs not on 
E*er thou haft bleft their memory, and paid 
Thofe hallowed tears, which iooth the vinuous dead : 
O f. ranger ! ftiy thee> and the fcene around 
Contemplate well j and if perchance thy home 
Salute thee with a father's honorM name. 
Go call thy fons — Inftruft them what a debt 
They owe their ancellors, and make them fwear 
To pay it, by tranfmitting down entire 
^liYioit /acrid rights, to which themfelv es were borut 
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BOSTON, March 5, 1774. 

By the Hon. John Hancock, Esq* 

VendiJit hie auro pairiam^ dorjiimtmque psfentem 
Impofuit : Jixit leges pretio atque refi.\it. 
NoHf mtbiji lingtut centum Jim, opaque centum^ 
Ferrea vox^ omnes jcelervhn copttifrindere Jormas^ 
■ ■ p ojfim. 

VlRG. 

Men,Brbthiien, Fathehs andFellowXountrymenI 

TH E attentive gravity ; the venerable appearance of 
this crouded audience ; the dignity vhich I behold 
In the countenances of fo many in this great afllmbly ; 
the folemnity of the occafion upon which we have met 
together, joined to a confideration of the part I am to 
take in the important bufmefs of this day, fill me witli 
an awe hitherto unknown ; and heighten the (tn^t which 
I have ever had, of my unworthinefs to fiil this facred dcflc ; 
but, allured by the call of fome of my refpefted fellow - 
citizens, with whofe requeft it is always my grcateft plca- 
fure to comply, I almoft forgot my want of ability to per- 
form what tlaey required. In this fituation I find my 
only I'u} port, in affuring myfelf that a generous people 
will nut fevcrely cenfure what they know was well in* 
tended, though its want of merit, (hguld prevent their 
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beinjj able to appbud it. And I pray, thfit my fincerealL^ 
tachment to the inttrell of my country, andhcarty dctella^ 
tion of every defign formed againil her liberties, may be ad- 
mitted as fome apology for my appearance in this place. 

I HAVE al?/ay3, from my e<irliefl youth, rejoiced ia the 
felicity of my fellow-men ; and have ever confidercd it as 
the iudifpeal'able duty of every member of fociety to pro- 
mote, as far as in him lies, the profperity of every in- 
dividual, but more efpecially of the community to which 
he belongs ; and alfo, as a faithful fubjeft of the (late, to 
uic his utmoit endeavours to detei^, and having deteded, 
Ihenuoufly to oppofe every traitorous plot which its ene- 
raics may dcviie for its dellruction. Security to the per- 
(bns and properties of the- governed, is fb obvioufly th? 
defign and end of civil governn\ent, that to attempt a 
l'>gical proof of it, woald be lil;c burning tapers at noon- 
day, to affill the fun in enlightening the world ; and it 
cannot be either virtuous or honorable, to attempt to 
fupport a government, of which 'this is not the great and 
principal balls ; and it is to tint lalt degree vicicus and 
mnmious to attempt to fapport a government, whicli 
jnanifeftly tends to render th;: perfons and properties of the 
go ve rned infecure. Some boall of bcingyr/VWi to government ; 
1 am a triend to righteous government, to a government 
founded upon the principles of rcafon and julticc ; but I 
glory in publicly avowing my eternal enmity to tyran- 
ny. Is tne prefent fyllem which the Britiih adminiftra- 
tion have adopted for the government of the colonies ,. 
a righteous gov:.*iiment ? or is it tyranny ? — Here faf- 
fcr me to afk (and would to heaven there could be ant 
Mifwcr) wliat tend;rnefs, what regard, rt^fpe^ or 
confiJeratlon has Great-Britahi fiiewn, in their late tranf- 
iiitions, for the fecurity of the perfons or properties of 
tac inhabltar.tri of the colonics ? or rather, what have 
Uicy omitted doing to dcftro/ that fecurity ? they hrive 
Cccutrcd \\\ux thcf have, ever had; and of right ought ever 

to 
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to have, fall power to R?ake hw^ of fufficicnt vnliclity t6 
bind the colonies in all cafes whatever : they have exer-^ 
cii'ed this pretended right by impofmg a tax upon us 
Without our confent ; and leil we ftiould fhcw fome re- 
luilance at parting with our property, her fleets and ar- 
mies are fent to enforce their mad pretenfions. The 
town of Bofton, ever faithful to the Biitifh crown, has 
been invcfted by a Britilh fleet : the troops of George 
the III. have crofsM the wide atlantick, not to engage 
an enemy, but to afJift a band of Traitors in trampling 
on the rights and liberties of his moft loyal fubjeds in Ame- 
rica, — thofe rights and liberties which, as a father, he ought 
ever to regard, and as a king> he is bound, in honor,* ta 
defend from violations, even at the rifque of his own life^ 

Let not the hiftory of the illuftrious houfc cf Brunfwick 
inform poilciity,that a king,defcended from that glorious 
monarch George the II. once fent his Britilh fubjefts 
to conquer and cnflavc his fubjerts in America ; but be 
perpetual infamy entail'dupon that villain who dared to 
advife his maftcr to fuch execrable mcafures ; for it was 
ti\(y to forefcethc confequenccs which fo na^turally follow- 
ed upon fending troops into America, to enforce obedience 
to ads of the Britifh parliament, which neither God nor 
man ever empowered them to make. It was reafonablc 
to expeft that troops, who knew the errand thry were fent 
upon, would treat the people whom they were tofubjugate, 
with a cruelty and haughtinefs, which too often buries the 
honorable character of a /clJier, in the difgraceful name 
of an unfcding ruffian. The troops, upon their firft ar- 
rival, took pofTilion of our fenate-houfe,and pointed their 
cannon agamft the judgment-hall, and even continued 
them there whilft the Supreme court of judicature for 
this province was aftually fitting to decide upon the livcj 
and fortunes of the king's fubjecls. Our Ilreets nightly 
refounded with the noife of riot and debauchery ; our 
peaceful citizens were hourly cx[>ofe4 to (hameful infults^ 

and 
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ttrd often felt tht cffcfts of their violence and outrage.-^ 
But this was not all : as though they thought it not enough 
to violate our civil rights, they endeavoured to deprive 
us of the enjoyment of our religioUs privileges ; to viciate 
our morals, and thereby render us deferving of deftruftion. 
Hence tlie rude din of arms which broke in upon your fo- 
lemn devotions in your temples, on that day hallowed by 
heaven, and fet apart by God himfelf for his peculiar 
worihip. Hence, impious oaths and bla&hemies fo often 
torturM your unaccuftomtd car. Hence^ ul the arts which 
idlenefs and Inxnry could invent, were ufcd, to betray our 
youth of one fex into extravagance and effeminacy, and 
of the other to infamy and ruin ; and did they not fucceed 
but VK> well ? did not a reverence for religion fenfibly de-. 
cay ? did not our infants almoft learn to lifp out curfes 
before they knew their horrid import ? did not our youth 
forget they were Americans, and regardlefs of the admo^ 
nitions of the wife and aged, fervilely copy from their 
tyrants thofe vices which finally muft overthrow the empire 
cl* Great-Britain ? and muft I be compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that even the nobleft, fairell part of all the lower 
creation did not entirely efcape the curfed fnare ? when 
virtue has once ere^ed her throne within the feftialc brcaft, 
it is upon fo folid a bans that nothing is able to *xpel the 
heavenly inhabitant* But have there not been fome, 
^ w indeed, I hope, whof? youth and inexperience have 
jwnder'd them a prey to wretches, whom, upon the leaft 
reflcftion, they would have dcfpifed and hated as foes to 
God and their country ? I fear there have been fomc fuch 
unhappy inftances ; or why have I feen au honell father 
doathed with (hame ; or why a virtuous mother drowned 
in tears f 

But I forbear, and come reluftantly to the tranfaftions 
•f that difmal night, when in fuch quick fucceflion we felt 
the extremes of grief, aftonilhmentand rage ; when heaven 
>a anger, for « dreadful moment, fufFer'd hell to take the 
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reins ; When fatan with his cVofenbandopen'd the fluicei 
of New-England's bloody and facrilcgioufly polluted our 
land with the dead bodies of her guiltlefs fons. Let this 
fad talc of death never be told without a tear : let not the 
heaving bofom ceafe to bum with a manly indignation at 
tke barbarous ftory, through the long trails of future time : 
let tivcry parent tell the Ihameful ftory to his liftening 
duldren 'til tears of pity gliften in their eyes, and boiling 
paffion fliakes thf if tender frames ; and whilft the anni- 
fi'rfary of that ill-fated night is kept a jubilee in the grim 
ccmrt of pr.ndaemoniumf let all America join in one com««i 
BtiOn prayer to heaven, that the inhuman, unprovoked mur* 
dr:*s of the fifth of March> 1770, planned by HiUfho* 
roughs and a knot of treaclierous knaves in Bofton, and 
executed by the cruel hand of Preflon and his fanguinary 
coadjutors, may ever ftand on hiftory without a parallel. 
But what, my countrymen, witheld the ready arm of ven- 
geance from executing inftant julticc on the vile affafElns ? 
perhaps you fear'd promifcuous carnage might enfue, and 
that the innocent might fhare the fate of thofc who had 
performed the infernal deed* Put were not all guilty f 
were you not too tender of the litres of thofe who came ta 
fix a yok*! on your necks ? but I muft not too fevereiy 
blame a fault, which great fouls only can Commit. May 
that magnificence of fpirit which fcorns the low purfuits of 
malice ; may that generous compaffion which Often pre- 
ferves from ruin, even a guilty villian, forever aftuate th« 
noble bofoms of Americans !— But let not the mifcreant 
Jioft vainly imagine that we fear'd their arms. No ; them 
we defpis'd ; we dread nothmg but flavery. Death is the 
creature of a poltroon's brains ; 'tis immortality to facrt- 
fice ourlelves for the falvation of our country. We fear 
not death. That gloomy night, the pale-faced moon, and 
the affrighted ftars that hurried througli the flcy, can wit- 
nds that we fear not death. Our hearts, which at the re- 
coileftion,glow with a rajje that four revolving years have 
fgarcely taught ui to rellrain, can witneft tha^ v/e fear not 
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«4tK J and happy Ms for thofc who dared to infult us, thit 
their naked bones are not now piled up an eveylafting monu: 
mentof Maffachufetis* bravery. But they retirM, they fled; | 
and in that flight they found their only lafety. We then / 
cxpefted that the hand of public juftice would foon inflia 
that puniflimcnt upon the murderers, which, by the laws | 
of God and man, they had incurred. But let the unbiafs'd | 
pen of a Robertfon, or perhaps of fome equally fam*d Ame- 
rican, conduft this trial before the grciat tribunal of fuc* 
ceeding generations. And though the murderers may 
cfcape the juft refentment of an enraged people j though 
drowfyjuftice, intoxicated by the poitonous draugh: pre* 
pared for her cup, lUil nodi upon her rotten feat, yet be 
aiTured, fuch complicated crimes will meet their due re- 
wai-d. Tell ma, ye bloody b»'tchers ! ye villains high 
and low ! ye wretches who contrived, as well as you who 
cxecufcd the inhuman deed ! do you not feel the goadi I 
and ftings of confcious guilt pierce through your favagc * 
bofoms ? though fome of you niay think yourfelvcs 
exalted to a height that bids defiance to the arms of hu- 
man juftice, and others fliroud yourfelves beneath the mafk 
of hypocracv, and build your hopes of fafety on the low 
arts of cunning, chicanery artd fallhood ; yet, do you not 
fometimes feel the knawings of that worm which never 
dies ? do not the injured ftiades of Marerick, Gray, 
Caldwell, Attucks and Carr, attend you in your folitary 
walks, arreft youei'enin the midll: of your debaucheries, 
and fill even your dreams w'nh terror ? bat if the unap- 
peafed manes of the dead flicuid not diftcrb their mur- 
derers, yet furely even your obJur-te hearts muft ftiriok, ? 
and your guilty blood muU chill within your rigid veins, | 
when you behold the mifcrable frionk, t!ie wretched victim 
of your favage cruelty. Obfcr\ c his tc^tiering knees which 
fcarce fulbin his waited body j look on his hA^ga.vl eyes; 
mark well the dcaih-like palchefs on his fa]h:n check, and 
tell uxQ, dofis no: the fight plaut daggers in your UmIs i ^ 

unhappy '^ 
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\ii\Kapj)y Monk ! cut off in the gny tnorn of manhood* 
from all the joys which fweeten life, doomM to dragonapiti- 
ftii exiftcncc, without e^'cn a hope to tafle the pleafures of 
returning health ! yet Monic, thou Iiveft not in vain ; thou 
livclt a warning to thy country, which fympathizes with 
th(\^ in thy fufi'erings j thou livell an affefting, an alarm- 
ing inftance of the unbounded violence which lull of 
power, aflilled by a {landing army, can lead a traitor to 
commit. 

For us he bled, and now languifhen. The wounds by 
which he is tortur'd to a lingering death, were aimed at 
our country ! furcly the mcck-^yed charity can never be- 
hold fuch fuflcrings with indifference. Nor can her leni- 
ent hand forbear to pour oil and vviiK Into thefc wounds ; 
and to alTuagc at Icall, what it cannot heal. 

Patriotism is ever united with humanity and com- 
palion, 7'his noble afFeftion which impels us to facrifice 
every thing dear, even life itfelf, to our country, involves 
in it a common fympathy and tcnderncfs for every citi- 
zen, and mull ever have a particular fcel'uig for one who 
fuffcrs in a public cnufe. Tlioroughly perfaaded of this, 
1 need not add a word to engage your compaffion and 
bounty towards a feilow-citizxn, who, with long protra^ed 
anguifli, falls a viiflim to the relcntlefs rage of our com- 
mon enemies. 

Y 

how 

Moot ^ ^ ._ ^ „_ 

how dare you ])rcathc that air which Aafted lo the ear of 
heaven, the groa./S of thofc who fell facrificc to your ac- 
rurfud ambition r but if the labour'.' ,; earth dotn not ex- 
pand her jaws ; if the air you b:crah * is not commifliored 
to bethe minider of deiith ; yet, hear it, and tremble ! 
tkc eye of he;iVen penetrates th« d^irkeft ci aubcrs of the 
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foul, traces liiu le^iJIrg due tlironj^li all the libvrintht 
which your ^nJiiftrious frlly hasdevifed ; ai\J yovi, how* 
ever you may hr.ve fcreen d yourfclvcs fnna human cyt^p 
muft be arraigned, muft lift your hands, red with thli 
blood of thoie whofc death you have procurM, at the tiC-^ 
iriendous bar of God. 

But I gladly quit tlic gloomy theme of death, and 
leave you to improve the thought cf that important day, 
wiitn oar n ikcd fouls muft ftand before that Bcin<2:> fr^ni 
whom nc/thine can ho l,iJ. J would not dwell too long 
upon tl\c horrid off. d > wliich have alrc^^y followed from 
quartering rcgn ar trc^ops in this town: let our misfor- 
tunes teach pofterity to guard againlt fuch evils for the 
future. Standing armies are fometirncs (I would by no 
means (jv generally, much lefs univerfolly) compofcd of 
pcnbns who have rendered themfclvts unfit to live in ci- 
vil locicty ; who h^v'c no other motives of conduft thaa 
thofe uliicli a defire of the prcfent gratiHcation of their 
pafiions fuggcils ; who have no property in nny country ; 
men who have loll or given up their own liberties, and 
envy thofe who enjoy liberty ; who arc equally indifferent 
to the glory of a George or a Lewis ; who for the addition 
of one penny a day to their v/ages, would defert from the 
chrilHa!! crofs, and fight under the crefccnt of the Turk- 
ifli Sultan ; from fucli men as thefe, what has not a Itate 
to fear ? with fuch as thefc, ufarping C^jfar pafled the 
Jlubieun ; with fucii, as thefe he humbled mighty Rome, 
2,nd forced the millrcfs of the world to own a mafter in a 
traitor. TJicfe are tJie men whom fceptered robbers now 
employ to frudfEtc the defigns of Gon, and render vaiu 
the bounties which his gracious hand pours indifcrimi- 
nately upon his creatnres. JJv thcfe the mifcrablc flavei 
in Turl:ey, Pcrfia, and many other extenfive countries, 
;>re renderrd truly v/»"etclied, though tiieir air is falubri- 
cu:^, and tiieir fnl 1 i .r.rioully lertile. lly thcfe Fnnce 
p.f}<\ Spain, thoj;^!i bleficd by u-iture with all that admi- 
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nifters to the convenience of life, have been reduced te 
that contemptible ftate in which they uow appear ; and by 
theft Britain ——————— but if I was poffclicd of 

the gift of prophecy, 1 d;.ire not, ex :ept by divine com- 
mand, unfold the leaves on which the delliny of that onct^ 
povv'crfal kingdom is iufcribcd. 

But fmce ftanding armies are fo hurtful to a llr.te, 

{)erhnps, my countrymen may demand f(»m? fubrtitutfi, 
ome other means of renderini^ us fecure againll the incur- 
iions of a foreign enemy. But can you be 'one moment 
at a lofs ? will not a ^.vc/l r'ifci*lined mili:ia aflbrd y( u 
::n7plc fecurity agrunil foreign foes ? we want nor courage; 
it is difcipline alo.ic in which we arc c::ccedcd by the mcll 
formidable troops that ever trod the earth. Surely our 
hearts flutter no mo/e at tiic found of war, thr.n ciidthofcof 
the immortal band of Perna, the Mactdcnian rh^.Ian.t, ihrj 
invincible Roman lepons, the Turkilh Jamffaries, the 
Gens des Armc:> of h'rance, or the -ivV/ k^:o^v:n Gycfindlirs 
nf Britain, A \\A\ difcipline 1 mirtia ii. a Uil>, an liont r- 
ablc guard to a comm5.:nity Hie ihii*, whoi/ Inlial/i: nts 
are by nature brave, and luc laiiJJ)]/ tc^.icxlons of ihu: 
freedom in which they were b. : i. iMv-m v. v"A\ rcj-tilated 
militia wc have noihinfr to h*ar ; t::'.^ir intcrcil is tjij (?s\\z 
v/ith that of tlit^ ftate. Wlicn a co^^^try ^b j;;vau:^J, ti:e 
militia are ready to appear va it • dct'jic ; tKc; marcii 
into the field with that fortitude v'].lc!i a c-vfc' JMfacis oT 
the jufiic^ of their caufe iiifplrcs ; ihf.y do r.::c jv'opr^rd 
their lives for a malrr who conndcrs li v a ojly iv^. i';:: 
inftruments ot his ^nilition, an..l v.l^rr'i ti^-v rt{.^xv (. , / 
as the daily dif;r.ni^r of tiie IcMity piu.*:ic:' o^ biwu: uf ' 
water. No, th». f-i^it f()r tiicir hov^Aru tlc'r \\^y\\.^ 
their wives, t!.;i; (. Mlortin, N/r all w":. ) c\;'':i' tlic Uaa::- 
cftnam."s, anl a r:] 1 d(\'r':<l i;i thv'w li.-trt-, t/.cv lirld 
froaris i^ foci^, \k}\ ihcij libcrt) , and tor ili r;;/!vcs, »' u. 
for tneir Cion. Arul Id it ndt r.fr' nd, if I i'V, tl::.i; w it 
lili4 ever apncar'd in iiktc ih.urilhiir condi:ica. "■ u 
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that of this province now doth ; and pardon me if I fay,-*-, 
of this town in particular. — I mean not lo boall ; I \vouid[ 
not excite envy, but manly emulation. Wc have all one 
common caufe ; kt it therefoic be our only contefl, who 
Inall moit contribute to the fccurity of the liberties of 
America. And may the fame kind providence which has 
Vv'atcheJ over this country from her infant Hate, Itill ena- 
ble us to defeat our enemies. 1 cannot here forbear noti- 
cing the fignal manner in which the delignsof thofe who 
wilh not well to us have been difcovered. The dark deeds 
of a treacherous cabal, have been brought tc public view. 
You now know the fei penis who, wh\llt cheriihed in your 
bofom?, wore dartin^ their invenom'd ftin^s mto the vitals 
of the conlHtution. But the reprcfentatives of the people 
have fixed a mark on thofe ungrateful monfters, which, 
though it may npt make tlicm fc fecure as Cain of old, 
yet renders them at leall as infamous. Indeed it would be 
aiFrontive to the tutelar deity of this country even to dei- 
pair of faving it from all the fnores which human policy 
can lay. 

True it is, that the Britifa minillry have annexed 
a falary to the office of the governor of tliis province, 
to be paid out of a revenuv", raifed in Am'^rlca, without 
cur confent. They have attempted to render our 
courts of juftice the inRrumcnts of extending the auilio- 
rity of aftsof the Britifii parlian^cnt over this cclony, by 
making the judges dependent on the Britiih adminiilrati- 
on, for their fupport. But this people will never be cnlla- 
ved with their eyes open. The moment they knew that 
the governor was not fuch a governor ^s tlie charter of 
the province points out, he loft his power of hurting them. 
They were aV-.rmed ; they rufpccled him, have guarilcd a- 
gainft him, a:id he has found that a wife and a brave peo- 
ple, when they know their daujijcr, arc fruitful in cxpcdi* 
cms to efcape it. 
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T»f B courts of judicature alfo fo far loH their dlgnityi, 
by being I'lppolcd to lio un«ier aa undue influence, that 
our rcprei'entcitivcs thoiigiit it abiulutely neceffary torcfolve 
that they wer:; bounJ io declare iliat they would not re- 
ceive any other {alary bf^ fides thac which the general court 
Ihould grant thjm ; ar.vl IT ilu-y uid r^t make this de- 
claration, that it would be tlie duty of the houfe to im- 
peach them. 

Great cxpeftations were alfo formed from the artful 
fcheme of allowing the Eall-India company to export tea 
to America, upon their own account. This certainly, had 
it fuccccded, would have effcded the purpofe of the con- 
trivers, and gratified the moll fanguinc wilhes of our ad- 
verfaries. We foon fhould have found our trade in the 
hands of foreigners, and taxes impofed on every thing 
which we confumed ; nor would ithave been ftranj^e, if, in 
g few years, a company in London Ihould have purchafcd 
an cxclufive right of trad ng to America.— But their plot 
v/a3 foon difcovcred. The people foon were av/arc of the 
poifon which with fo much craft and fubtility had been 
concealed : lofs and difgract enfued : and, perhaps, this 
long-concerted mailer-piece ©f policy, may ilfue in iht 
total difafe of tea, in this country, which will eventually 
be the faving of the livci and the ellates of thoufands— 
yet while we rejoice that the advcriary has not hitherto 
prevailed agaiail us, let us by no means put off the bar- 
nefs. Reftlcfs malice, anddifappointed ambition, will ftill 
fugged new meafures to our inveterate tnemics. There- 
fore let US alfo be ready to take the field whenever danger 
calls ; let U8 be united and llrcngthen the hands of each 
other, by promoting a general union among us. Much 
has been done by the committees of correfpondence for 
this and the other towns of this province, towards uniting 
the inhabitants ; let them ilill go on and profper. Much 
has been done by the commiuecs of correfpondence, for 
the hoiUci of uflembly. in this and ouf ftftcr colonies, for 

uniting 
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•nitiig the inhabitants of the whole contlneat, for the 
fecurity of their common intereft. May fuccefs ever r.t- 
tci\d their generous endeavours. B'lt permit me here to 
(ligreA a general congrefs of deputies, from the feveral 
iioules of aifemblv, on the continent, as the mod efieclual 
Method of eltablilhing fuch an union, as the prefent pofture 
of our affairs requires. At fach a congrels, a firm foun- 
dation may be laid for the fecurity of our rights and li- 
berties ; a fyilem may be formed for our common fafety, 
hy a ilrid^ awihcrence to which, we fliall be abletofrullrate 
any attempts to overthrow our conftitution ; reftore peac^ 
and harmony to America, and fecure honor and wealth to 
Great-Bi-itain, even againll the inclinations of her mini- 
vers, whofc duty it is ta lludy her welfj.ro ; and we fhall 
alfo free ourfclves from thofe unmannerly pillagers who 
impudenvly tell us, that they are licenced by an ad of the 
Britilh parliament, to thruft their dirty hands into the poc- 
kets of every American. But, I trult, the happy time will 
.come, when, with the hcfom of dcllruclion, thofe noxious 
vermin will be fvv^cpc forever from the Ilrects of Bofton. 

Sup. ELY you never will tnm^ly fuffer this country te 
be a den of thieves. Remember, my frieocls, from whom 
you fprang — Let not a mcr.nncis cf fpirit, unknown to 
thofe whom you boall of as your fathers, excite a thought 
to the diflionor of your motjicrs. I coiijure you by all 
that is dear, by ail that is ho'iorable, by all that is facred, 
not only that 3c pray, but that you art ; that, if necofi- 
ry, ye fic\ht, and even die, for the profpcriry of oar Jeru- 
salem. Break in funucr, with noMc difdain, the bonds 
with which the Philidincs have bound you. Sufier not 
yourfclves to be Lcirayci by tlie foft arts of luxury and 
effeminacy* into the pit di^^ged for your di-llruaion. De- 
fpiic the glare of wcrilth. That people who pay greater 
refpe^fl to a wealthy villain, llipn to an h^ncll upright man 
in poverty, alnioil dcil-rve to he cnflavcd ; they plainly 
fliew that wealth, hov/evcr it may be .icqulicd, V}, in their 
Hlecm, to be preferred lo virtue. Uirr 
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But I thank God, that America abounds in men \vh# 
rre fuperior to all temptation, whom nothing can divert 
from a fteady purfuit of the intereft of their country ; who 
are at once its ornament and fafe-guard. And fure I am, 
I fliould not incur your difplcafure, if I paid a rcfped lb 
juftly due to their much-honoured charadlers, in this place ; 
but when I name an ADAMS, fucli a numerous hoft of 
fellow-patriots ru(h upon my mind, that I Rar it would 
take up too much of your time, Ihould I attempt to call 
over the illuftrious roll : but your grateful hearts will 
point you to the men ; and their revered names, in all 
iuccecding times, fhall grace the annals of America.— 
From them, let us, my friends, take example ; from them 
let us catch the divine cnthufiafm ; and feci, each for 
himfelf, the Gou-likepleafure of difFufing happinefs on 
all around us ; of delivering; the opprcflcd from the iron 
rrafp of tyranny ; of changing the hoarfe complaints and 
nittcr moans of wretched (lave , into thofe cheeruil fongs, 
which freedom and contentment mutt infpirc. There is 
a heart-felt fatisfaftion in rellefting on our exertions for 
iht public weal, which all the fufferings an enraged ty- 
rant can inflift, will never take avvav ; v/hich the in- 
gratitude and reproaches of thofe whom we have favcd 
from ruin, cannot rob us of. The virtuous aflertor of the 
rights of mankind, merits a reward, which even a want of 
fuccefs in his endeavours to fave his country, the hcavieft 
misfortune which can befal a genuine patriot, cannot en- 
tirely prevent him from receiving. 

I HAVE the moft animating confidence that the prefcnt 
noble ftruggle for liberty, will terminate gloriouHy for 
America. And let us play the man for our God, and for 
the cities of our Gon ; while wc are ufing the means in 
our power, let us humbly commit our righteous caufc to 
the great I»ord of the univeriV, who loveth righteoufnefi 
and hateth iniquity. — And having fcLUred the approbation 
rf our hearts, by a faithful auJ umvcariod ciifcharge of 

our 
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mt duty to our country, let us joyfully leav^ her fm- 
portant coacerns ii the hands of Him who raiitth up and 
puttcth down the empires and kingdoms of t'le v/erld a« 
He pleafes ; and with cheerful fabrniliion to Hi s foverciga 
will, devoutly fay, 

*' Although theji^-treijhallnot ll-^vrt, neither /hall fruit 

he in the 'vines ; the labour of the oli^je jhall fcily ivtd fht 

fields Jhall yield vo meat j the fiock fl?all he cut off from tht 

fold ^ and there Jhall be no herd /.v the jtaUs : yet we ivill re^ 

joice in tht LORD, ^i <willJ9y in the GOD of our faU 
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ORATION, 

DELIVBRED AT 

BOSTON, March 6, 1775- 

By Dr^ Joseph Warren. 



Tant^e molis irat^ ftomanam condtre gentem. 

Virgil's IE^. 
S^hif nutuenSi 'vi'i^iif liter mihi mn crit unquiwt. 

HoR, Epis. 

My EVER-HONORED FELLOW-CITIZENS, 

▼ T is not without the moll humiliating conviftion of 
1 my want of ability that I now appear before you : but 
tnc fenfc I have of the obligation I am under to obey the 
calls of my country at all times, together with an ani- 
mating rccollcftion of your indulgence, exhibited upon fo 
many occafions, has induced me, once more, undeferving 
as I am, to throw myfelf upon that candor which looks with 
kindncfs on the feeblell elforts of an honeft mind. 

You will not now, expert the elegance, the learning, 
the fire, the enrapturing Ilraius of eloquence which charm- 
ed you when a LovELL, a Church, or a Hancock 
fpake ; but you will permit mc tc fay that with a fmcerity, 
equal to theirs, I mourn over my breeding country : With 
them I weep at her diftrefs, and with them deeply refcnc 
the many injuries flie has received from the hands of cruel 
and unrcafonable imn, 

U That 
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That perfonal freedom is the natural right of every 
man ; and that property, or an exclufive right to difpofe of 
uhat he has honeftly acjuired by his own labour, necef- 
jarilv arifes therefrom, rrc truths which common fcnfe has 
placed beyond the reach of cohtradiiJtion. And no riian, or 
body of men, can, without being guilty of flagrant injuftice, 
claim a right to difjX>lc of the pcifons ci* acquiutions of 
any oth.?r man or body of men, unlefs it can be proved 
that fuch a right has ariien from fome compatl between 
the prrtics m which it has been explicitly and freely 
granted. 

If I may be indulged in taking a rctrofpeftlvc view of 
the firft Tettlement of our country, it will be cafy to de- 
termine with what degree of jullice the late parliamen^of 
Great-Britain have affumed the power of giving away ihat 
property which the Americans have earned by their labour. 

Our fathers havlno; noblv rcfolvcd never to wear the 
yoke of dcipotifn, and feeing the European world, at that 
time, through indolence and cowardice, falling a prey to 
tyranny, bravely threw themfelves upon the l>ofom of the 
ocean ; determined to find a place in which they might 
enjoy their freedom, or periih in the glorious attempt. 
Approving heaven beheld the favourite ark dancing upon 
the waves, and gracioufly preferved it until the chofen 
families were brought in fafcty to thefe weftcrn regions. 
They found the i.ind fwarminj: with favas:cs, who threat^ 
ened dcatJi with ever/ kind of torture. But favage>, and 
death with torture, were far Icfs terrible than llavcrv : 

4 

nothing was fo much the objcv^ of their abhorrence as a 
t/rant'i> power : they knew that it was more fafe to dwell 
with man in his molt unf^oiiflied llaie, than in a country 
where arbitrary pov/vr prc*vails. Even anarchy it/elf^ that i1 
bu^r^r^nr bell! up bv the tools of power (though trulv to be ': 
djprcc:;t(\!) is inrinitwly le's dangerous to mankind than j 



arbit)\xy\ \^c v:yn:ni,it. Ana,\hy can be but of (hort dura* 

tion ; 



i 
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tion ; for when m-.*n are at liberty to purfue tliat cour(e 
which is mo:l corducive to thc^r o;vn happinefs, they wiH 
foon come iuto i\ and from the rudell ftate of nature, 
order and good government muft foon arife. But tyranny, 
when oncewHablifhcd, entails its curfes on a nation to the 
iatell period of time ; unlefs fome daring genius, infpired 
by heaven, (hall, vinappalled by danger, bravely form and 
execute the arduous defign of rcfloring liberty and life to 
his enflaved, muriercd country. 

The tools of po^ycr,in every ago, have racked their in- 
ventions to juiHfy thtfeiM in fporting with the happin^ff^ 
^^i\itmany ; tnd^, having found their ibphiftry too weak 
to hold mankind h\ bondage, have impioully dared to 
force religion, the d«'iUghter of the king of heaven, to be- 
come a proftitute in thv fcrvicc of hcIK ^1 hey taught that 
princes, honored v;it]i the name of chriftian, might bid 
defiance to the founder ^f their faith, mighr pillnge Pa':;;an 
countries and deluge rhcm with blood, only bccaufe they 
boafled themfelves t > he the difciples of tliat teacher who 
ftriftly charged his foDo^ers to uo to others us they ^uoul^i 
that otbtrsJhouU do unto them. 

This countrv, hivl^ft been difcovercd bv in En^lilTi 
labjcft, in the year r')?.o, was (according to the fyileiu 
whieH the blind fuper/Htion of thole time fupnortcd) deem- 
ed the property of tlu; crown o^ Evi>j;lind. Our anccltor^, 
when they refolved tocjuit their native foil, ohtar.icd from 
King James, a grant of certain lands in North- \mcricr . 
This they pro!)ablv did to file kv th^.* ca\iK of their e.ic- 
mies, for it ca inoi: he dcuibtevK l>tit" the/ uciniiVJ the pre- 
tended right \"'n h lie oi:rmc\l theiito. Cert; m: ^'t ir.,tha" 
he mig.ir.u:;!; e.j'.a! pvo|>ri(;ty irui iuttice, hnvo iwiAq ti\en^ 
a g'-ant of tli.' pKP.i i. jiipiior. Atul their ui')/e.|ue:i- cnii - 
duwt pi linlv Hiew that th«'" wcr.^ iw> welt nj^ijainud 'A'itii 
huuiu.iuy, and the princij^les orrrriirn! Cviirny, tofi.npor* 
that th: rr:rn {.wc i!:;- -a ;iiv/ rr !i: \n xx^k: pc^ieljon ; 
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they therefore entered into a treaty with the natives, and 
bought from them the lands : nor have I ever yet obtained 
any information that our ancellors ever pleaded, or that 
the natives ever regarded the grant from ^|e EnglifK 
crown : the bufmefs was tranfa£ted by (he b|b>€s in th^ 
fame independent manner that it« would haMoeen, had 
neither of them evei known or heard of the ifland of Gireat-% 
Britain. 

Having become the honeft proprietors of the foil, they 
immediately applied themfelves to the cultivation of it; 
and they foon beheld the virgia earth teeming with richell 
fruits, a grateful recompence (or their unwearied toil. TKq 
£elds began to wave with repining hari^efts, and the latt 
barren wildernefs was feen to blofTom like the rofe. Th^ 
favafire natives faw with wonder the delightful c&ange, and 
quickly formed a fcheme to obtain that by fraud or force^ 
which nature meant as the reward of ifiduftry alone. But 
the illuftrious emigrants foon convinced thf rude invad«rf> 
that they were not lefs ready to take the field for battW 
than for labor ; and the infidious foe was driven from their 
borders as often as he ventured to diflurb them. The crown 
of England looked with indifference on the conteft ; our . 
anceftors were left alone to combat with the natives. Nor 
is there any reafon to -believe, tha^t it ever was intended by 
the one party, or expcfted by the other, that t)\tgrautof 
fliould defend and maintain the granteet in the peaceable 
pofTenion of the lands named in the patents. And it ap* 
pears plainly, from the hiftory of thofe times, that neither 
the prince, nor the people of England, thought themfelves 
much intcreited in the matter. They had not then any 
idea of a thoufandth part of thofe advantages which they 
fnice /ja've, and we arc mull heartily willing they (houU 
^il! coNtinue to reap from us. 

BvT ^vhen^ at an infinite expence of toil and blood, this 
widely extended comiaent had been cultivated and defend- 

fil ; 



t 6« 3 

ed : ^Johff the hardy adventurers juftly exp^Aed that thf y 
alid their defcendants ihould peaceably have enjoyed thc^ 
harvcft of thofc fields which they had fown, and the fruit 
of thofe vineyards which they had planted ; thb country 
was ti<M thought worthy the attention of the Briiifh mini- 
Ary } and the only juftifiable and only fuccefsful means of 
jfcudering the cqlonies ferviceable to Urltain were adopted. 
By an intcrcourfe of friendly offices, the two countries be* 
came To united in affeAion, that tucy thought not of any 
diflinifl or feparate interefts, they found both count riei 
flouriihing ana happy « Britain faw her commeice extend*^ 
ed, and her wealth increafed ; h^r lands raifed to an im- 
nenfe value ; her fl^ts riding triumphant on the ocean ;th? 
terror of lK*^r armi fpreading to every quarter of the globe. 
The cojloniil found hlmielf free, and thought h^mielf fe-> 
cure : he dwelt ufn/er his cnvn *vnte, and under his o<vjnf^^ 
tne^ and bad n^i to maie bim afraid : he knew indeed 
that by purchafing the manufadures of Gicat- Britain, he 
contributed to its ereatnefs : he knew thrt ^11 the wealth 
that his labor produced centered in Grea\:*Britain : But 
ibatyiait from exciting his envy, filled hun with the highell 
pleafure } that thought fupported him in all iiis toiis.^-^fi 
When the bufiaefs of th6 day was pail, he folaced himfelf 
with the couiemflathn, or perhaps entertained his liiicning 
family with the ndtaloi lome great, fome glorious tranf^ 
a^ion which ihtnes confpicuous in tlie hiflory of Britain : 
or, oerhaps, his elevated fancy led him to foretel, with ^ 
leitHl of enthufiallic confidence, the glory, power, and du* 
ration of an empire which ihould extend from one end of 
the earth to the other : he faw, or thought he faw, the 
Britifli nation rifen to a pitch of grandeur which call a veil 
over the Roman glory, and, raviOied with tlic prasviow^ 
boaftcd a race of Britilh kings, w'iofe names fi^ould echo 
thro-g]i thole realms where Cynis, Alexander, and the 
Cxfars were unknown ; frinces for vviiom millions of f;ratc* 
fttl fubjefts redeemed from flavcry and Pjgan ignorance. 
Ihould, with thankful tongues^ offer up their prayers ^ ari^ 

praifA 
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waifes to tha\ vanfcendently great and beneficent beings 

ij njohom Khigs icign and Princes decree juflia. 

These pleafing v*x)nncAions might have continued ; thefe 
dtUghtfome pro^pe(fl^ might have been every day extended } 
and even the reveries of the moil warm imagination might 
have been realized J bat unhappily for us, unhappily for 
Britain, the madnefs of an avaricious minifter of ftate, has 
drawn a fable curtain over the charming feene, and in iti 
ftead has brought upon the ftaee^ difcord^ envyj hatred^ 
and revenge, with civil wai cloie in their rear. 

SoM E demon, in an evil hour, fttgg6:^d to a fhort-iighted 
financier, the hateful projed of transfering the whole pro- 
perty of the King's fubjeds in America, to his fubjefls in 
Britain. The claim of the firitijih parliament to tax the 
colonies, can never be fupported but by fuch araANSFsa; 
for the right of the houle of commons of Great-Brititin^ 
to originate any tax, or grant money, is altogether derived 
from their beiig eleded by the people oi Great-Britain 
CO aft for them ; »ad jhe people of Great-Britain cannot 
confer on their reprejeutatvves a right to give or grant any 
thing which they themfil'v^^ have not aright to give or grant 
perfnrdly. Therefore it follows^ that if \he members chofen 
hy the people of Great-Britain, to reprefcnt them in par^ 
liament, have, by virtue of their being fo chofen, any 
right to give or grant American property, or to lay an? 
tax upon the lands or perfcm of the colonifts, it is becauie 
the lands and people in the colonies are bona fide, owned 
by, and juftly belonging to the people of Greit-Briiain, 
But (as has been before obferved^ every man has a right ta 
perfonal freedom, coiifequently a right to enjoy what is ac^ 
quired by his own lalx)r. And as it is evident that th: 
property in this country has been acquired by our own 
labor ; it is the duty of the people of Great-Britain, to 
produce fomc compact in which we have exp'icitly given 
lip to them a right to difpofe of our per/ons or property.'^ 

Until 
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tJntil this h done, every attempt of tlicirs,, or of tho% 
whom they have deputed to aA for them, to give or graht 
any part of our property, is diredlly repugnant to every 
principle of redon and natur^ juftice. But I may boldly 
fay, that fuch a compaft never exifted, no, not even in 
imagination. Neverthelefs, the reprefentatives of a nation, 
long famed for juftice zni the excrcife of evcjry noble vir i 
tue, have been prevailed on to adopt the fatal fcheme i 
and although the dreadiful confequences of this wicked po- 
licy have already fhaken the empire to it^ centre ; yet 
ilill it is perfifted in. Regardlefs of tbe voice of reafon— ^ 
deaf to the prayers and fupplications — and unaffeflcd with 
the flpwing tears of fuifering millions, the Britiih mini- 
(bry ftill hug the darling idol ; and every rolling year af* 
fords fredi inftances orthe abfurd devotion with which 
tliey worfliip it. Alas !. how has the folly, the diiiraclion 
of the Britiih councils, blafled our fwelling hopes, and' 
^read a gloom over this weflern hemifphere. 

The hearts of Britons and Americans, which lately felt 
the generous glow ofrtutual confidence and love, now 
Surn witbjealoufly and rage. Thoagh, but of yefterday , I 
recoiled (deeply aifeded at the ill-boding change) the 
happy hours that pad whilft Britain and America rejoiced 
in the pro^erity andgreatnefs of each other (heaven grant 
thofe halcyon days may foon return.) But now the Bri- 
ton too often l9oks on the American with an envious eye, 
taught to confider his juft plea for the enjoyment of \\u 
earnings, as the efFeft of pride and ftubborn oppofition to 
the parent country, Whilft the American beholds the Bri-- 
ton as the ruffian,readyyf/}f to take away his property, and 
rexft what is ftill dearer to every virtuous man, the liberty 
of hib country 1 

When the meafurei of adminiftration had difgufted tlic 
colonies to the higheft degree, and the people of Great 
Britain had, by artifice and falfhood, been irritated againil 

America, 
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''America, an army was fcnt over to enforce fubmiffion t6 
certain afts of the Britifli parliament, which rcafon fcorned 
to countenance » and whicn placemen and penfioners were 
Ibund unable to fupport* 

Martial law and the government of a well regu- 
lated city, are fo entirely difftrent, that it has always 
been confidcrcd as improper to quarter troops in pppuloQi 
cities ; frequent difputcs muft neccffarily arife between 
the citizen and the foldier, even if no previpos animofitics 
fubfi^. And it is further certain, from a coniidtration of 
the nature of mankind, as well ai from conftant experience, 
that Handing armies always endanger the liberty of th^ 
fubjeft. But when the people on the one part, ^nfidered 
the army ^s fent to enilavp thipiij, and tne army on tl^e 
other, wetc taught to look on t^iie ppople as in a ftate pf 
rebellion, it was but juft to fear the moft drfagreeablf 
confequences. Our fears, we have feen, were but too wcU 
grounded. 

The many injuries ottered to the toivrn J pafs over irt 
filence. I cannot now mark out the path wbich led to 
that un^Kiualled fcene of hprror, the fad reolembeTance of 
which, takes the full poffeflion of my fbul. l^e fangui^ 
^ary theatre again opens itfelf to view. The balefpl im* 
mges of terror croud around me— and difcontented ghofts, 
with hoHow groans, appear to ij;>i^mmze the anqiverfkry 
of the Fi FT H of Ma r c h . 

AFPRdACfi we then the melancholy walk of death. 
iHfther let me eall the gav companion ; here let him drop 
a farewel tear upon that oody which fo late he faw vigor- 
ous and warm with fecial mirtli^-^hither let me lead the 
tender mother to weep over her beloved fon— come widow- 
ed mourner, here fatiatc thy grief ; behold thy murdered 
jhurtiaid gafping on the ground, and to complete the pom- 
|?ou3 (how of v/rctchcdnefs^ bring in each hand thy infant 

childrca 
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tfiiniren lo bewail their father's fate— take heed, ye orphan 
babe8> left, whilft your ftreaming eyes are fixed upon the 
ghalUy corpfe, your feet Jlide on the ft ones bef pattered ^joith 
your father^ s brains ♦. Enough ! this tragedy need not be 
heightened by an infant weltering in the blood of him that 
gave it birth. Nature, relu^nt, (brinks already from the 
view, and the chilled blood rolls flowly backward to its 
fountain. We wildly ftare about, and with amazement, 
aik, who fpread this ruin round us ? what wretch has dared 
deface the image of his Goo ? has haughty France, or 
cruel Spain, fent forth her myrmidons ? has the grim fa- 
vage rufhed again from the far diilant wilderncfs ? or does 
feme fiend, fierce from the depth of hell, with all the ran-- 
corous malice, which the apoftate damned can feel, twang 
her deftrudive bow, and iiurl her deadly arrows at our 
breaft ? no ; none of thefe— ^-but, how aftoniihing ! it is 
the hand of Britain that inflidls the wound. The arms of 
George, our rightful king, have been employed to flied 
that blood, when juiHce, or the honor of his crown, had 
called his fubje^s to the field* 

But pity, grief, aftonifhment^ with all the fofter 
movements of the foul, muft now give way to ftronger 
paifions. Say,^ fellow-citizens, what dreadful thought 
now fwells your heaving bofoms— you fly to arms — lliarp 
indignation flaihes from each eye — revenge gnalhes her iron 
teeth— death grins an hideous fmile, fecure to drench his 
greedy jaws in human gore— whilft hovering furies darkcft 
all the aik-i 

But ftop, my bold adventurous countrymen, ftain not 
your weapons with iVi blood of Britons. Attend to reafonVs 
voice— ^humanity puts in her claim— and fues to be again 

I admitted 

• After Mr. Giay bad beenjbot through the body 9 andbadfaU 
Un dead on the grounJ^ a bayonet nvas fujhed through his Jkutt j 
furt o/tbe bone being broken y bis brains fell out upon toe pavement * 
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adimitted to her tvonted feat^ the bofom of the brave, Rt^ 
venge Is far beneath the noble mind. Many perhaps, com- 
pelled to rank among the vile airaiIins,do> from their inntoft 
iotths deteft the barbaroiis action. The winged deaths flbm 
from your arms, may chitnco to pierce ibme breail that 
bleeds sdready Sor your injured cotintry. 

Thi ftorm fubfides — a folemn paufe enfues— you fparc# 
upon conditiofi they depart. They gc— they quit your 
city — they no more fhall give offence ••*—— Thus clofes the 
important dran^. 

And could it have been conceived that we again fhcmkl 

have feen a Br itiih army in our land» fent to cntorce obodi«» 

ence to afts of parliament deftm^ve of oor iibert>\ BvA 

the royal ear, far diilant from this weftern world, has been 

aiTaulted by the tongue of flander ; and villains, traitorous 

alike to king and country, have ptcvaiVd upon a gracious 

prince to cloath his countenance with wrath, and to ered 

the hoflile banner againil a people ever affedionate and 

loyal to him and his illuftrious predeceflTors of the houfeof 

Hanover. Our ilreets are agitin filled with armed men : 

our harbour is crouded with ihips of war ; but thefe cannot 

intimidate us ; our liberty muft be prcfgrved ; it is far 

dearer than ///# , we hold it even dear as our allegiance ; we 

muft defend it againft the attacks o{ friends as well as ene^- 

fnies ; we cannot fuffereven Britons to raviih it from us^ 

No longer could we refle^fl, with generous pride, on the 
heroic adions of our American fore fathers, — no longer 
boaft our origin from that far-famed ifland, whoic warlike 
' fons have fo often drawn their wcll-tritd fwords to fave her 
from the ravages of tyranny ; could we, but for a moment, 
cntert^n the thought of giving up our liberty. The man 
who meanly wilHubmit to weara/vr/7^, contemns the 
noblell gift of heaven^ andimpioufly afironts the God that 
IMde Km free. 
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It w?,$ a mitxini of the Roman people, which emincntl/ 
conduced to the greatncfs of that lUte, never to dcfpair of ' 
the commonwealth. The maxinri may prove as falutary , 
to us now, as it dii to them. Short-fighted mortals fee not 
the numerous links of fmall and great events^ which form 
the chain on which the fate of kings and nations is fuf- 
pended. Eafe and profpcrity (tho pleafmg for a day) 
nave often funk a people into effeminacy and floth. Hard- 
Ihips and dangers (tho' we forever ftrive to (hun them) 
hapve frequently called forth fuch virtues, as have com- 
manded the applaufe and reverence of an admiring world. 
Our country loudly calls you to be circumfped, vigilant, 
adive and brave. Perhaps (all gracious Heaven avert 
}t) perhaps, the power of Britain^ a nation great in war, 
by fomc mndlgnaat influence, may be employed to enflavc. 
you : but let not even this difcourage you. Her arms» 
'tis true, have fiU'd the world with terror : her troops 
.ihave rcap'd the laurels of the field ; her fleets have rode 
ij:i«mphafit on the fea,— and ^juben^ or luleref didyouy my 
countrymen, depart inglorious from the field of ftght*? jou 
too can flicw the trophies of your forefather* % viftories and 
•your pw.v ; can name the fortreflbs and battles you have 
won; and many^f you count the honorable fears of wounds 
received, whilli fighjing for your king and country. 

Where jufticc is the ftandard, heaven is the warrior's 

I 2 ihield : 

^ l^he patience nvith n^vhich this people have Lome the repeated 
ifujuries *ivhich hair hecn heaped upon thewj and their unavilling* 
nefs to take any fa^(^ui;ifiry viiafures^ has^ ^^ey injudicioufy, been 
escribed to coniardice^ hy pcrfns both here and it Great-Britain, 
imoji heartily nvijh^ that an npiuion^ fo erroneous in itfelfj and jo 
fatal in its confeqiiences^ mi^ht be utterly rcmo<ved hejore it be too 
late : and I think nothing fuither nccejfary to convince every in- 
telUgent tnan^ that the condu8 cf this people is owing to the tender 
regard n^vhich the^^ hanje for their fello^^ -men ^ and an utter abhor- 
a tnce to the (bedding of human ' blood, tluu a tittle attention to 

their 
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fitiild : but confcloas guilt unnerves the arm that lifts the 
iWord againll the innocent, Britain, unted with thefe 
colonies, by commerce and affedion, by intereft and blood, 
may mock the threats of France and Spain : may be 
the feat of univerfal empire. But fhould America, either 
hy force, or thofe more dangerous engines, luxury and c$r^ 
ruptioH, ever be brought into a rtate of vaflaiage, Britain 
mull lofe her freedom alfo. No longer Iha!! (be fit the 
efnprcjs of the fea : her (hips no more (hall waft her thun* 
ders over the wide ocean : the wreath (hail wither on ker 
temples : her weakened arm (liall be unable tQ defend her 
coalls : and (he, at lail, mud bow her venerable head ta 
fome proud foreigner's defpotic rule. 

But if, from part events, we may venture to form a 
judgment of the future, we jultly may expeft that the de^ 
vices of our enemies will but incrcafe the triumphs of our 
country. I mnji indulge a hope that Britain*^ liberty, ai I 
well as ours^ will eventually be preferved by the virtue cf 
America. 

The attempt of the Driti(h parliament to raife a reve. 
nue from America, and our denial of their right to do it, 
have excited an almott univerfal inquiry into the rip^hts of 
mankiiva in general, and of Britlrti fubjeds in particular ; 
the necedaiy refult of which muft be fuch a liberality cf 
fentiment, and fuch a jealouf;/ of ihofe in power, as will, 

better 

iheir pe^errl tenijcr and diJ}>rifiuon, r/ifco^sred nvken thy cam^i 
hefupjojtd io be under any apprchenfon of danger to theptfelves.-^ 
I 'ZVfli only mention the un'rjerful Jetefation njubicb they jheiv to 
i'very act of cruelty, by <aho:n ami ujo-i ivhomfoc'ver committed \ 
the V lid jpirit of their hczvs j the t'eryfe^v crifnrs to ^fshuh capi* 
tal iencltes arc am excd ; and the n^ery ^reat hachwardncfs ^vhich 
bet I courts a:td juries difeo^ver^ in comiemrin^ perfons chcrrred njuiti 
c:\jiirai crinKS.— ^7i/// if any Jhould tiink this cbfer<vation nr»t to the 
purprfey / readily appeal to ihofe gen ilrmen of the army woho bavi 
bna in H'c ca:np, or in thefela, lAjith the Americatts. 
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better than an adamantine wall, fecure us againft the htuh 
approaches of deipotiim. 

The malice of the Bo/f^n port-bill has been defeated in 
a very conliderable degree, hy giving v^« an opportunity of 
iiefervifjgj and our brethren m this and our filler- colonics an 
opportunity of ^r/?cic7;/^,thQfe benefatlions v^hich have de- 
lighted your friends and aftoniflied your enemies, not only 
in America, but in Europe a!fo. And what is more valur 
able ftill, the fympathftic feelings for a brother in diftrefs, 
and the grateful emotions excited in the bread of him who 
finds relief, muft forever endcir each to the other, and 
form thofe indiflbluble bonds of friendfhip and aiTeAions 
on which the prefervatioa of Qur fights ib evidently* de- 
pend. 

Thb njutilatipn of our charter, has made every other 
colony je&lcas for its own ; for tbisf if once fubmitted to 
by usj, would fet on float the pioperty and governipent of 
tv^ry Britifh lettlemeiu upon the continent. If charters 
are not deemed facrcd, how mif^jrably precarious is every 
thing founded uooa them. 

EvEx the fending troop> to put thcfe afts in execution* 
is not without aJvaniaRi s to usv The e.vaftnefs andbeaur 
ty of their difcipline inlpirc r»ur youth with ^rdor in the 
purfujt of military knowledge. Charles th^? in<vincibUp 
taught Peter the great, the art if war. The battle of 
Puitowa convinced Charier of the proficiency Peter had 
made. 

Oira country is in (hnjjj^r, bu: \ot to be defpaircd of. 
Our enemies are numCi )ii aiJ powerful-— bin we have 
mnny fr:r»uls, dote: milling to he i rfe, and h^*?vm and 
earth will a^J the resolution . Ou vox/ depend the for- 
tunes of America, l^ou are to decid : the important quef* 
tion, on which reil the happineiic and liberty of millions 

yet 
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ftt onborn^ Aft worfky ^f ycmrfelvo. The faltering 
tongue of hoary age calls on you xo iupport year country. 
Thelifping infant raifcr» itr* fuppliant hands^ imploring cle- 
^ncc againft the monfter llavery* Your fathers iook from 
their celertiai feats with fmiling.approbation on their fons, 
who boldly ftand forth ia the cauie of virtue ; but fternly 
frown upon the inhuman mifcreant, who, to fecure tlig 
loaves and Aihcs to himleLf> would bvtod a ferpemi to de- 
flroy his thiidren. 

Btrr, pardon me, my firllowtcitlMns, I know y^^m want 
not zeal or fortitude. You will maintatn your rights or 
perifti in the gener^Kis ftruggle. However difficult the 
comhat, you never will decline it when freedom is the 
prize. An independence on Great-Britain is not our aim^ 
No, our vviili is, that Britain and the colonies may, IHre 
the oak and ivy, grow and incrcafc in (Irength together, 
flut whi4ft the infatuated plan of making one part of the 
fsmpire flavcs to the other, is pcrfifled iu ; the intereft and 
fafety of Britain ^ as well ns the colonies ^ , require that the 
wife meafures, recommended by the honourable the conti- 
nental con2:refs, b;^ fteadily purfued ; whereby the unna- 
tural conteft between a parent honoured, and a child be- 
loved, may probably be brought to fuch an ifTuc, as that 
the peace and happinefs of both may be clbiblifhed upm 3 
lading bafis. But if thcfe pacific me afurci) are inefFcftual, 
^nd it appears that the only way to fafety, is through fieHs 
pf blood, I know you will not turn your faces from yoar 
*foes, but will, undauntedly, prefs forward, until tyranny is | 
trodden under foot, and you have fixed your adored goddefs ^ 
Li BERT Y, fail by a Brunswick's fide, on the Amcri- I 
rican throne. 

You /Z^^/f. who nobly have efpoufed your country's caiife, 
Vno generoufly have facrificed wealth and ear(^ — zvbo have 
defpi<ed the pomp a vJ rtiew of trn^eled rreirncl — rcfiifcd 
the fummons to the felHve board — been deaf to tlie allurinj^^ 

calls 



t 7. 1 



iaiis of luxury and mirth — who have forfaken the downf 
pillow, to keep your vigils by the midnight lamp, for the 
fal'iatiou of your invaded country, that you might break 
the fowler's faare, and difappoint the vulture of his prey ; 
you then will reap that harveft of rcnowa which you fo juftly 
have deferved. Your country (hall pay her grateful tribute 
bf applaufe. Even the children of your mofl: inveterate 
enemies, afliamed to tell froni whom they fprang, while 
they, in fecret, curfe their ftupid, cruel parents, flialljoift 
the general voice of gratitude to thofe who broke the fetters 
which their father's forged. 

Havit:g redeemed your country, and fecured the blef- 
fmg to future generations, qu/^^, fired by your example, (hall 
emulate your virtues, and learn iromyou the heavenly art 
of making; millions happy ; with heart-felt joy— -with tran- 
fporti all yoar own, you cry, the glorious work is 
nn.\R. TKei drop the mantle to fome young El is ha, 
anu take your feats witk kindred fpirits in your native ikies* 
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ORATION, 

DELIVERBO AT 

WATERTOWN*, March 5, 1776. 

ByPeter Thacher, M.A. 



AfeUum in trato ttmidus pafcebai femx 
//, hoftium €lamo9'€ fubito territus^ 
Suadebat afinofugere^ ne poffeni capi. 
At die lentus : quafoy num binas ?niblj 
CliteUas impofiturum ^i^orem putas ^ 
Senex negavit. Ergo quid rejert mca^ 
Cuiferviam ? CliteUas ilum partem me as. 



Ph^drvs. 



My FRIENDS) 

WHEN the ambition of princes induces them to 
break over the facred barriers of focial compa^l^ 
and to violate thofe rights, which it is their duty to defend, 
they will leave no methods unelfayed to bring the peopU 
to acquiefce in their unjulUiiabie encroachments. 

In this caufe, the pens of venal authors have> in every 
age, been drawn : with Machiavelian fubtilty, they have 
laboured 10 perfuade mankind, that their public happinefs 
confided in being fubjeftto uncontrouled power j that they 
were incapable of judging concerning the myftcrics of go- 
vernment ; and that it was their intereft to deliver their 
cllatrs, their liberties, anl their lives, into the hands of 
RQ abfolutc monarch. 

K Mitred 

• Boflon nvas at this time garrifoned by the Briii/h troops^ 
Mrtd the inhabit aNts nxe^c in the country j ^vbich occcifioned this 
9rdti9n $o he deli^jfrcU at ll^aicrtoixn. 
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Mitred hypocrites 1 and cringing, bafe-fouled pnedf, 
have impioufly dared to enlift the oracles of Goo into the 
fcrvlcc of defpotifin J to aflert that, by the command of 
the fupreme law-giver, we are bound to furrender our 
rights into the hands of the firll bold tyrant who dares to 
feize them ; and that when they are fo feized, it is rebel- 
lion againll God, and treafon againil the prince^ for us 
to attempt to refume them. 

Dbpraved as is the human under{landing> it hath yet 
ftrength enough to difcern the ridiculous fallacy of thefo 
affertions : the votaries of ignorance and fuperftition may, 
indeed, be impofed upon by them. When we place un- 
limited confidence in our civil or fpirltual fathers, we can 
fwallow, with eafe, the moil improbable dbgmas : but 
there are feelings in the human hearty which compel men 
to recognize their own rights— to venerate the majefty of 
the people — and to defpife the infult which is offered to 
their underftandings, by thefe doating abfurdities. Hai 
princes no other methods to accomplifli their purpofes, 
could they not eflablifli their ufurpation, without convin** 
cing mens judgments of their utility ? they would be more 
harmlefs to mankind than they have ever yet been. They 
might be furrounded with the fafcinating gewgav/s of re- 
gal pomp ; a few parafites might bow the knee before 
thefe idols of their ovvh creating ; the weak and the wick- 
ed might obey their mandates ; but the baneful influAice 
which they now have upon the interells of individual^ 
and of fociety, would come to a period : they would not 
revel in the fpoils of nations, nor trample upon the ruini 
of public liberty, | 

Conscious of this, they have ufed arguments, and 
purfued methods, entirely different from thefe, to efFcft 
their defigns ; inftead of convincing the underflandings, 
they have addrefled tiiMnfelves to the pa/fions of men : the 
srrts of bribery and coiruption have been tried with a fatal 

iucrrfi : 
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fuccefs : men, ni*e know, have fold their children, their 
country, and their God, for a finall quantity of painted 
dirt, ijuhich ^llperijh ^Mith the ujing. 

Extensive as are the revcnuci of princes, they are 
flill inadequate to the purpofe of bribing large communi- 
ties to fubmit to their pleafure ; corrupting therefore A 
few, they have overawed the reft ; from fmaJl beginnings^ 
and under fpecious pretenfes, they will raife a ftanding 
military force, the moft fuccefsful engine ever yet weilded 
by the hand of lawlefs damination. 

With fuch a force, it is cafy for an ambitious prince, 
poiTeiTed by nature of very (lender abilities, to lubvert 
every principle of liberty in the conftitution of his govern- 
ment, and to render his people the moft abjeA of flaves : 
if any individual feels the injury done to his country, and 
wifhes toreftore it to a ftate of happinefs, with a bayonet 
at his breaft, a dragoon will compel him to filence : if the 
people, awakened to fee their intereft and their duty, af- 
fi^mble for the fame purpofe, a military force is at hand to 
fubdue them, and by leaden arguments, to convince them 
4}f their error. 

An cafy taflc would it be to enlarge upon the fatal con- 
feqaences of keeping up fuch a ftanding army in time of 
peace, and of quartering a lawlefs body of men, who dc- 
ipife the juft reftrainjs or civil authority, in free and po- 
pulous cities : that no veftige of freedom can remain in a 
ftate where fucli a force exifts : that the morals <5f the peo- 
ple will be gradually corrupted : that they will contraft 
fuch an habit of tame fubmiffion, as to become an eafy 
prey to the brutal tyrant who rules them, hatli been here- 
tofore largely and plainly demonftrated, by perfons fo 
much more capable of doing it, than he who is ipeaking, 
that it would be prefumption in him to attempt it now. 

K 2 There 
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There is no need of recurring to the ancient hiftoriet 
of Greece and Rome, fi3r inftances of thefe truths. The 
Britifli nation, once famous for its attachment to freedom, 
and enthufiaftically jealous of its rights, is now become a 
great tame bealt, which fetches and carries for any mini- 
fter who pleafes to employ it, 

Englishmek have been wont to boaft of the excel- 
lence of their coniHtution ; to boaft that it contained 
whatever was excellent in every form of government hi- 
therto, by the wit of man, devifcd : in their king, whofe 
power was limited, they have afierted that they enjoyed 
the advantages of monarchy, without fear of its evils : 
while their houfe of commons, chofen by the fufFrages of 
the people, and dependant upen them, reprefentcd a re- 
public, their houfe of peers, forming a balance ofpowtt 
between the king and the people, gave them the bene^t 
of an ariftocracy. In theory, the Britifh conftitution isi^ 
on many accounts, excellent ; but when we obfervc it re« 
duced to praftice, when we obferve theBritilh government, 
as it has oeen, for a long courfe of years, admmiftered, wc 
muft be convinced that its boafted advantages are not real : 
the management of the public revenue, the appointment of 
civil and miUtaryofficers,are vetted in thcking: improving 
thefe advantages which thefe powers give him, he hath found 
means to corrupt the other branches of the legiflature ; 'firi- 
t<Kis pleafc themfelves with the thought of being free ; their 
tyrant fufFers them to enjoy the ftiadow, whilft he himfelf 
grafps the fubltance of power, Impoffible would it have 
Been for the kings of England to have acquired fuch aR 
exorbitant power, had they not had a ftanding army under 
their command : with the officers of this army, they have 
bribed men to facrifice the rights of their country : having 
artfully got their arms out of the hands of the people, 
with their mercenary forces they have awed them into 
fubmiflion. When they have appeared, at any time, dif- 
f ofed to affert tJieir freedom, thefe troops have been ready 

to [ 
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to obey the mandates of their fovereign, to imbrue their 
hands in the blood of their brethren. 

Having found the efficacy of this method to qacU a 
fpirit of liberty in the people of Great-Britain, the righ^ 
Uqus adminiftrationof the righteous king George the lhird> 
determined to try the experiment upon the people of Amc-r 
rica. To fright us into fubmiffion to their unjuftifiable 
claims, they fent a military force to the town of Bofton. 
This day leads us to refleft upon the fatal efFeds of the 
meafure ! by their iniercourfc with troops, made up in 
general of the moft abandoned of men, the morals of our 
youth were corrupted : the temples and the day of our Gon 
were fcandaloufly prophaned : we experienced the mod 
provoking infults ; and at length faw the ftreets of Bofton 
ilrewed with the corpfes of five of its inhabitants, murdered 
in cool blood, by the Britifh mercenaries, 

The indignant rage which fwelled your bofoms upon 
this occafion— the fortitude and liumanity which you dif- 
covered— the anguifli of the friends and relatives of the 
dead and wounded, with all the honors of thaw memo- 
rable night, have been painted in vivid colours by an 
H A N C O C K and a W A R R E N ; tliey have fhewn 
the neceffity of thofe exertions made by the town, which 
defeated, at that time, the defigns of the enemies to Ame- 
rican liberty, and prefer ved us, for the prefent, from the 
"calamities of war. 

But the pafV /ear hath prefented us with a tragedy more 
ftrikingi becaujc more cxtenfive, than this : a tragedy^ 
which more plainly proves tlie fatal efFcfts of keeping up 
ftandiug armies in viine of peace, than any arguments 
whatfoever : wc have fccn tlic ground crimfoned with tho 
gore of hundreds of our fellow-citizens ; — we have leen the 
irft city in Amrnica, for wealth and extent, depopulated-— 
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^*ve have fecn others deftroyed, and heard our favage 
roemies breathing oat thirllings for our blood. 

Finding their arts infufitcient to flatter, or their trea- 
fares to bribe, the people of America out of their freedom, 
the Bx^tifli |;overnment detcrm'ncd, by force, to fubjugatc 
them to their arbitrary will ; ia confequence of this dc* 
termination, a large party of their troops marched from 
BoftoA, on the raorning of the ever-memorable nineteenth 
of April lafl : ^ufhedwith the hopes of certain viftory,and 
liefyiQg the armies of the living; Gop, they broke through 
eyery divine and political obligation ; they wantoned in 
cruelty ; they (Jied again American blopd. 

Ai^ousBD by the unprovoked injury, like a lion awak- 
mz frc m his flumbcr, w^ fprang to arms ! we felt ourfelves 
in^ired with the fpirit of our anc^Hors ; we heard our bre-» 
thrsn^sWood crying to us for vengeance; we raftied intothe 
midll of battle : we compelled our enemies to betake them- 
felves to difgraceful fligiU; we purfued them with avidity, 
and defined not till they took refuge in that city, of which, 
by fraud and treachery, they had poifcffed themfelves. 

Trust fNG to the divine proteftion, from that hour 
we determined never to flieathe the fword, till we had re- 
paration for our injuries ; till we had fecured our own free- 
dom, and the freedom of our pofterity : from that hour the 
den of enemies hath been furroundcdby an American army, 
Irave and determined : altliough they had before boallcd of 
their fuperiority to all the troops in the world, they have 
fcarcely dared to fet their feet out of their ftrong holds fincc 
that time ; and ioftead of ravaging the American coninent 
in a finglc compaign, with a fmgle regiment, they have 
proceede d » :9 ne mile and an half in the conqueft of it. 

The heights of C^^adeftown witnefleJ to the world, 
that Americans, fighting in the caufc of freedom, were a 

formiuablc 
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formidable foe : although they were furrounded by troops 
hitherto deemed invincible ; althoug-i they favv the ha-^ 
bitations of their countrymen inveloped with flames ; al-^ 
though cannon roared on every quarter, and they beheld! 
fcenes of defolation and blooJfhed, to which they were 
entirely unufed, yet they retired not till they had com- 
pelled their enemy twice to retreat, and had expended the 
whole of their ammunition : the Britiih jR^ces gained thtf 
ground, but they loft the flower of their army. 

From one tfnd of the continent to the other, a fifrles of 
fuccefles hath attended the American arms ; initeadof having^ 
troops of favages poured down to our frontiers (which the 
murderous policy of the tyrant of Britain induced him to 
attempt) we have, through the favour of heaven, carried 
our viAorious arms into the very bowels of Canada ; initead 
of having our ftores and proviiions cut off by the enemy, 
we have made important captures from thera : fuccefs hath 
crowned our entcrprizes, while difappointm^Rt hath foU 
lowed thofe who oppofe us* 

That elation of fpirit, which h excii ed by our viCioneSp 
is damped by our feeling the calamities or war. To hear the 
expiring groans of our beloved countr)'n:ien ; to behold the 
flames of our habitations, once the abodes of peace an! 
plenty, afceriding to heaven ; to fee ruin and defolatioit 
fprcad over onr fruitful villages^ muft occafioa fenfations 
in the high . ••cgree painful. 

This ay, upon which the gloomy fccnc was firfS 
Opened, calls upon us to moufn for the heroes who have 
already died in the bed of honour, fighting for God and 
their country, fefpccially, does it lead us to recolleft the 
name and the virtues of General W A R RE N ! the kind, 
the humane, the beaevolent friend, in the private walks 
of life ; the inflexible patriot, the undaunted wmmanier 
in h\% public fphcre, dcferves to b: recoileftcd with gra' • 
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litude and eftecm ! this audience, acquainted, in the moft 
intimate manner, with his numberlefs virtues, muft feel 
his lofs, and bemoan their beloved, their entrufted fellow- 
citizen I ah ! my countrymen, what tender, what excru- 
tiating fenfations rulh at once upon oar hur4ened minds, 
when we recall his lov*d idea ! when we refle6k upon the 
manner of his death ; when we fancy that we fee his fa- 
vage enemies exulting o-cr his corps, beautiful even in 
death ; when we remember that, deftitute of the rites of 
fepultube', he was call into the ground, without the dif- 
tin£lion due to his rank and merit ; we cannot rcftrain the 
ftarting tear, we cannot reprcfs the burfting figh ! we 
mourn thine exit,illufl:rious (hade, with undiffembled grief; 
we venerate thine exalted charafter ; we will ereft a mo- 
nument to thy memory in each of our grateful breafts, and 
to the lateft ages, will teach our tender infants to lifp the 
name of W A R R E N, ^vith veneration and applaufe ! 

Whbn we traverfc the Canadian wilds, and come ta 
the plains of Abraham, where W O L F E once fell, we 
are there again compelled to pay a tribute to exalted me- 
rit, and to lament the fall of the great MONTGOMERY! 
warmed with a fpirit of patriotifm, too little felt by hif 
venal countrymen, he efpoufed thecaufe of American free- 
dom : he left domeltic eafe and a/Huence : he girded oa 
the fword which he had long laid afide, and jeoparded hit 
life VI the high place: of the field : vidory followed his 
ftandard ; Ihe hovered over his head, and crowned it with 
the laurel wreath ; (he was jufl ready to hail him the coti' 
qntrur of CaM^a 9 when the fatal fillers fnapped, in a mo- 
ment, the thread of life, and feized, from his eager grafpi 
the untafted conquell 1 Americans, bear witncfs to his hu- 
manity and his valour, for he died fighting in your caufei 
and the caufc of mankind ! let his memory live in your 
breads ; let it be handed down to your poftcrity, that 
jDlllioiiS yet unborn may nfe up and call him bkjfed ! 

Tai 
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4 The tfcnder fetfliags of the human heart tie deeply af« 
fea<^d with the fate ofthefe and the other heroes who have 
hied and died> that their country may be free : but at 
the fame, time J fenfations of indignan| wraths are excited 
lA the breaft of every friend to freedom : he vriil liften to 
the voice of their blood, which cries alcmd lo heaven, an4 
to him for vengeance 1 he will feel himfelf animated with 
new vimr in the glorious caufe : nothing daunted by their 
nntimcTy fate, he will rufti into the mioilof danger, that 
he raay (hare their glory, and avenge their death ! everf 
idea which can warm and animate him to glorious ^d§, 
will rufli at once upon his mind; and, when cngajg;ed in th« 
wiirmeft h^tAe, he will hear them, froqt tMir heave^u 
Ufgin|^ him Ui aftion : he will feel their fpirits transfufea 
VAtd his breaft ; he will.fatrifice whole hecatombs of their 
murdereis to their tlluftrioas manes I 

- . 1 li p I E D i my countrymen, the people of America haver 
tvery thing to animate and encourage them in the prefent 
conteffc. Formidable as was once the. power of the Britifli 
lion, he halh now loil. his teeth ; univerfal diffipatiofi hath 
^en place of that fimpUcity pf manners^ and hardineft 
qf integrity, for vt^hitl\^ the nation was once remarkable : 
the officers of the Britlih array> inftead of iuuring them* 
felyes to difaipline, and if .eking for glory in the^ blood* 
ftained field> wifli alone 4o captivate the fofter fax, and 

* trittinph over their virtue* The legiflature of Great-Bri- 
lain is totally corrupt ; her adminiftration is arbitrary and 
tyrannical ; the ptople have loft their fpiritof re^ntment i 
4fid, like the moft contemptible of animals, bnw tkeJhcuUir 
t^Mar and leccmt /ir<vaf^$ unto tritute. The national 
mfburces ar« cut off ; flie is loaded witn an intolwaUe 
pabiic dept ; (he is become the fcor;i of thofe foreigners, to 
whom ihe was oace terrible ; and it is eafy to fee that her 
glory is in the wane. 

How different from this is the prcfcnt (late of oat 
Ifc, L country ; 
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eoQntrf; defcended fiwi a race of hardy anceibrs^ who 
loved their frte<bm better than they lovra their lives ; the 
Americans are jealous of tke leal); InfringeirHent of their 
ri|;ht5 ; Grangers to that luxury^ which e£Feiiiinat«s the 
fllimd and body» they are capable of enduring incredible 
]iardihips ; with eagernefs they ruih into the field of battlet 
and brave» with coolnefs^ every danger : they poflTefs a 
rich and a fruitful country, fufficient to fuf>ply them with 
tvery neceSary and convenience oi life ; they have inex« 
hauftible refimrces for earring on war » and bid fair fbon 
to be courted for their alliance, by the proudeft monarchs 
of the earth. Their ftatefnien are equail to the talk of for-* 
ming and defending a free and extenfive empire : their 
gefierals are brave and humane, intrepid and prudent. 
When I name a WASHINGTON, my audience will feel the^ 
jufticeof the remai*k,and acquit me of the charge of flattery* 

Possessed of thefc advantages, we fhould be inex«* 
cui^ie to God, to our pofterity, to tl\e whole world, t# 
wehefitated^ a finrle moment,- in averting our rights and . 
repelling the attacks of lawlefs power. Pi*eedom is offered 
to us ; me invites us to accept ner bleffings ; driven fron» 
the other regions of the globe, (he wifhes to find an aTylum 
in the wilds of Ameriat ; with open arms let us receive the 
perfecuted fdr ; let us imitate the example of our venerable 
anceftors, who loved and courted her into thcfe defert dimes. 
With determined bravery, let us refift the attacks of hei^ 
impudent ravifliers ; by refolution and firmnefs we may 
derend her from their power, and tranfmit her bkrflings ta 
millions upon millions of our pofterity. Let us then* 
aroufe to arms ; for, upon our exertions, under God, de- 
pends their freedom ; upon our exertions depends the im^» 
portant qucftion, whether the riiine empire of America, 
fiiall be an empire of flaves or of treemen. 

Animated by thefc confiderations, my friends and 
fclbw-citiawns, let us Itrain every nerve in the fervicc of 

our 
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e\xr country ! what are our lives, when viewed in com- 
petition with the happinefs of fuch an empire ! what is our 
private intereft when oppofed to that of three millions of, 
men ! let our bofoms glow with the wannth of patriotifm ; \ 
let us facrifice our eafe, our fortunes , and our lives^ that 
we may fave our country. 

That a fpirit of public virtue may tranfccnd every 
private confideration, you, the refpedled inhabitants of the 
town of Bolton, have plainly manifefted : ^dth pleafure 
you have facriHced what felfifh men hold mofi: dear, to fave 
this opprefled land ! with firmnefs you have refifted every 
attack of arbitrary power ! like the fturdy oik, you have 
Aood unmoved, and to you, under God, will be owing the 
il^lvation of this extenfive continent. 

We feel, my beloved friends, our obligations to you ! 
our hearts confefs them ; we cordially wiiH it were in our 
power to reward you for your patriotifm ; to reftore you t% 
that cafe and afRuence, of which, for our fakes, you have 
deprived yourfelves ; it is not. But our morning and 
(evening petitions to thegua.rdian Goo of America (hall be^ 
that he will blefs and reward you. 

With tranfport, my countrymen, let us look forward 
to the bright day, which fhall hail us a free and indepen- 
dent ftate. With earneftnefs let us implore the forgive- 
nefs and the patronage of the Being of all beings, who 
holds the fate of empires in his hands ! with zeal let us 
exert ourfclves in the fervice of our country, in life : and 
when the earthly fcene (hall be clcfing with us, let us ex- 
pire with this prayer upon our quivering lips, O GOD 
lET AMERICA BE FREE ! 
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BOSTON, March 5, 1777, 

By Benjamin Highborn, Esq^ 



fc— -T«/» «i;(?i, O Tyriij fitrpem it genus omne futurum 
Exircite oJiis ; cwerique b^c mittite ndiro 
Mumeru : nuHus amor populis, necfaaera fiif{to. 

Virgil. 

Friends and couktrvmen ! 

LEAVING apologies for my inability to ad the part 
I am to take, in this day's folemnity, to thofc whp 
might have rciiLedied the evil, by a more fuitable appoint- 
ment, I (hall offer my fcntiments upon the fubjeit with 
the fame freedom that I conceived tl^em. 

Tna advantages offocial life, are the refultoffuch 
fvident neceffity, fo extenfively diffufivc ?ind univerfally 
felt, that all mankind will readily acknowledge their ex^ 
iftence without the aid of metaphyfics or hiflory. 

The right that every individual has to reafon freely up- 
on the nature of that government he is called to fubmit to, 
having nature for its iburce, is no lefs obvious and per- 
ceptable— and hence, as a neceflary foundation for the cx- 
crcilcot this right, I define civil liberty to be, not '* a 
^;ovcrnment by laws,*' made agreeable to charters, bills of 
lights or r^ompafts, but a power cxifting in the people at 
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farge,at *ny time, far any caufe, Or for no c;iufc,but tlicir 
pwii IbvcrcJgn pleafure, to alter or annihilate both the 
inode and eftence of ^ny former government, and adopt a 
nev/ ooe in its liead. 

Placitcg ourfelves then upoa this broad bafis of civil 
liberty i founded on natural right , we will, unawcd by the 
jlanding armies of any tyranfs tools*, or monarchs, deli- 
berate freely upon the natiire of their inilitutionsj and their 
dangerous tendency to the rights of maa. 

Every military force muft neceffarily imply a right of 
cxercillng an arbitrary power, fo far as refpeits the objefts 
againft which it is to be diie<^led ; and wiiat will be the 
objefts,againft which it will be ivi conwantcxcrcifc, in pro- 
portion to its extent, we may c^Ikft from the expericuccof 
a^cs, and the well-known >arce of human aAions. 

Th e page of hiftory fcldoxjn groans with the calamities 
€>f mankind ; but we may trace the iburce of their unhap^r 
pinefs to this engine of opprefiion. 

Projected indie blackeft principles of the human 
mind, and fupported by aiTiWrion and a luft of untouivdpd 
fway, this armed mcnjier hath fp read havoc and mifcry 
ihroughout the world. .We find the bloody trace:* of W 
footfteps through all the rains of greatneis and frxdom# 
either im anticnt or modern tlir.^s : the moll free and cypa* 
^ lent cities of the world, bv conniving at its birth, have, at 
laft, fallen a prey to its relcatltfi ixx) f . 

Wmtr. 



f The fettj JIatcs and princes *xvL^* have ralfcd thtir armies as M 
feafant *ivould his game ccc(\r^ n^al fen! tlnn to warletfor a 
price f are in the inoj} infamQvs fcnfe oj the 'ujQrJy tool i 
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it Pijiftratus of Athens y Dyonlfim of ^\^acnfcy and C-rfar of P^c^ni^ 
Jumijh afeiM among n.tnb^rlejs c^uiil't^^ thai hijij^y afhrds. 



iM^^IPilWni 



[ 87 ] 

While wc are ravifhed with the politcr^c(s,wiTflom^arnd 
jrcatn^fs of the Grecian ftaccs, we can fcarce be'icve that 
the produilions of (iich art^ieiiiiomeut, and leaf lung, Ihoald 
ever l>e fubducd by a power that never coold have crept 
into Hie, but through the chamicl of thiir indulgence. 

But alas \ their fate remains a ftanJUng monumekt 
9A this i^iuth^ that freedcmj at fuifcrence, is a folocifm vA 
poiittc9«> 

Ta avoid the pain thf^t humanity muft fiifFer, upon find-, 
ing fo few inftances of virtue that ha^c been proof againA 
the temptatians to prolHtute a delegated power, I am in- 
kclined to think, thdit tile gretit founder of fbcietic# 
has caufed the curse of infataating ambition, and relent- 
lefs cruelty to be entailed on thofe whoJb vanity may lead 
them to airume bu prerogative among any of his people as 
they are cantoned abotrt in the world, and to prevent man- 
kind frora paying that adoration and rcfpcft to the 4noft 
iKgnified mortal, vvhich is due only to infiaite ^tviffiom anJ 
jfcw&rr/} in Ac &v:c(X\oriQ( almighty pcujcr^ and therefore 
that he alone u fii ta be a monarch. 

Were we to travcrfc the wh^e field of human tranf- 
Iftioas, andexpe^fl any where to find an exemption ^ from 
this general charge, wa ftiould molt naturally fix our eyes 
Upon the Romar id«~bat hov/ mortified do we find ourfelvey 
by tlie fmvcy ? 

At the very time this peop!-* were mofl famed for their 
virtue and greatncfs, — .vhile they were regaling themfelves 
with luxurious cafe in th^^ lap of freedom— the provinces 
they obtaineJ by irraiJ and viohnce, were fulFering under 
ever/ fpccic, ci'thc vilcll fjrvituae, and made -.o contri- 
hut'L' to t:iat vc/y t. •; and V.v.Mry at the diit: etion of cht 



moil racrcilef? v;nfc:lirjg tiif; ra:'.ii:r5. 
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' But ihcy thcmfelves, by the fame tools they had arm- 
ed to execute their bloody purpofes, in their turn, becaimi 
the Aibje^s of the fame kind of oppreffion they fo liberally 
dealt out to others, and ftand recorded in hiftory equal mo- 
numents of the greatnefs and deprarity of human nature. 

Ta u G H T by the experience of former ages, that a ge- 
neral, ii: the head of ah armed force, would ever make him«> 
felf fuperior to the laws. Eu )pe, for feveral centuries^ 
raifed cfFeibial barriers againft the danger (and, I may fay, 
the poflibility) of their ufurpations ; for the tenure* of 
their lands, though tkey acknowledge a fuperior lord, watf 
upon conditions fo abhorrent to the idea of fbnding armies, 
t&at It offered at once> both a promife and a pledge againft 
them. 

» « * 

But to convince us that no human inflitutions can in«: 
iure permanent felicity to mankind,— ^r«r//y, the offspring 
of e^ife and freedom, opened the door for one enterpriling 
ufurpcr after another f, till the inhabitants of the whole 
caftern world had but little left of the propctty ofthcir 
fpccico but what they pofTefFed in their ^^/^. 

Strange metaniorphofxs ! but is it not much flranger 
ftill,tofce tlicfc pitiable wretches ftript of every enjoyment 
that can render life a bleffing, meanly courting favour and 
proteftion from the tyrants who enflaved them, and eaifly 
millaking the cbaUs o/jit'jitude for the gar& of nature f 

The formalitiei of a/>v^, and the ends o^ ?l de/pdtic 
ftate (fays a modern writer) have often ftibfiftcd together. 
Britain furniihes a mofi: unhappy example of this fliocking 
truth: as if ihc relilh of liberty was pampered to* mak<5 

flavcry 

• The feudal tenure, 

f Charles VIL Lewis XL of France^ hrvh^fct the example ^ (ff 
the fr§wfs'4ftl heads m EH'xpe fooa fJhvjc^t it . 
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JFavery itfclf more intolerably loathfome, tney feel all iHc 
inortifying confequcnces of the bafeft fervitude, and are 
left to conrde therafelves with this con fide rat ion, that the 
weight of their grievances can never be encreafcd, while 
they are complimented, or raihcr mntalized with the name 
oi freemen. Thefe arc (omc of the glorious effefts of {land- 
ing armies among foreign nations. Let us now cohfider 
their confequcnces ia that part of the world, in whofe af- 
fairs we take a more interefting part. 

It is eafy to conceive that thofe men who would not 
ftruple to make ufe of every artifice and violence to reduce 
the very p^*op!e to whofe generofity they were indebted for 
tlieir fplendor, wealth, fmd greatnefs, to a ftate of vafl!al- 
age, would never hefitatc to make their conquefl:s as extcn- 
five as their power ; — they can feel the influence of no la^w 
but that of ihc/worJf and therefore (whatever may be their 
prctenfions) you will, in every cafe, find them ultimately 
make an appeal to itf. decifions. 

If fuch are the governors , what muft the peopU be? 
having been robbed of liberty themfelves, without the 
fainttrt ftruggle in its defence*, they arc juft fit to bo 
made the inltruments of wreiling it from others. 

How can we expeft that they who know nothing of the 
happinefs of freedom themfelves, fhould feel any rcluftancc 
at reducing all mankind to their own difgraceful fituation ? 
indeed the revcrfi is true, for we generally find them 
taking an unnatural pleafurc, in ftripping others of the 
Qobleft ornament s and gifts of nature^ to countenance their 
own deformity rmd wretchednefs, 

M A 

• Thf murder offwo or three people in St. Gtorp^^ s fieUs^ fiemi 
to be all the ceremony attending ike tteath i:r.d burial ofJSritij^ tu 
ikrtj^ 
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A TRIFLING farce, therefore, upon the aueftion of nght 
in -parliament, was all the previous parade tnat was thought 
neceffary to the introduftion of a (landing army, witii all 
the enfigns of war, into the bowej^of our country. 

It is needle /s to recount the various preludes to hoftili- 
ties, the fatal aay we now commemorate, opened a fcene 
that filled every honeft mind with indignation, and every 
tender heart »vithdiftrefs*. — It is impoffible for any who 
were not witieffes of that (hocking event, to conceive the 
terrors of li at dreadful night, and they who were muft 
have imagr s of horror upon the mind they never can 
communicate. 

Thf variety of contending paffions that once fall upon 
and diftraft the mind, upon the arrival of fuch an impor- 
tant crifis, can never be realized but once. 

To fee the peaceful inhabitants of a city, deliberately 
murdered by the very men, who, in pretence, were fup- 
portcd for their proteftion — to hear the piercing groans— 
to fee the mangled bodies and ghadly vilkges of the dying 
and the dead~-to hear the (hrieks and cries of the timid, 
with the promifcuous, mingling horrid found of arms, ex- 
ecrations, and vengeance,produceda fcenceof confufjon and 
wretdiednefs, fo complicated and complete, that the power 
of the richeft language mull ever fail in defcribing it f • 

The eye of pity is yet called to drop a tear at the fuf- 
fcrings, and patriotifm to pour the balm of charity over 
the wounds of half-murdered citizens, draging out a mi* 

ferable 

* ' " ■ " ' ■ ' ' " ' ' ■ ^uh taliafandOf 
Myrmidonum^ dohpum^ve^ aut duri miles uljjfei^ 
temper et a lackrjmis. ' Vi R G I L , 

t Nm mihifi linguae cntumfint, oraque centu ", 
Eirrea yif^x^ omnes fceierum comfrendi re format 
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ktahlc life, and freih bleeding with the blows aimed at 
our coun J:ry, 

We could dwell, with a melancholy pleafure, on thig 
fad cataftrophe, did not a more ample field of violence^ 
bloodlhed, and cruelty, demand our attention. 

The palpable abfurdity of making ufe of the name of a 
kingi to give a fanftion to thofe very operations which were 
carrying on againji him^ has been fo fenfibly felt, through 
all ranfits of men, that we have uot yet altogether got rid 
of its difagreeable efFeds^ 

« 

And I muft confefs I fhouW blufti at the ludicrous fi- 
gure in which this part of our hiftory mull exhibit to 
view, in future time, were we not countenanced by tlte 
fame, or more ilriking inconfillencies which are to be found 
attendant (and perhaps necefTarily fo) upon all important 
revolutions. 

We can eafily conceive a mixture of prejudice and fear^ 
that will excite fuch awful ideas of tl^e perfon, to whom 
we have been taught from our cradles, to annex the pro- 
perties of a mofi gracious fo^ereign^ mofi /acred majejiyf and 
a train of fuch God -like attributes, as would make us feel 
confcious of a degree o( impiety ^ in calling a villain by his 
proper name, while ihrouded under this garb oifan£lity. 

But it is exeedingly diverting to view the influence of 
this chimerical divinity in thofe who are made the immc*- 
diate tools of fupporting it — they will tell you it is a tafl; 
moft ungr?teful to men of their fenfibiiity and refinement, 
to be made the inftruments of fending fire afid deatii in- 
difcriminately among the innocent, the helplefs, and the 
fair — but they have fworn to be faithful to their fovereign, 
and were they ordered to fcale the walls of the new Jerufa- 
temj they ibould not dare to tlecline thj^ impious attempt* 

M 2 ^' Wars 
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Were h not for this ridiculous faith m the omfiipotence 
of the tyrant whom they ferve, we muft fuppofc them 
fools or madmen :— Indeed that very faith would juftif/ 
the char^^e of extreme madnefs and folly againft all man- 
kind, who had not been nurturtjd in this cradle of infatu- 
ation. 

Wehb it not for the indulgence that a generous mind 
will always ftiew to the weaknefs and prejudices of the 
word of men, many whom the chance of war has thrown 
into our hands, muft have felt the feverity and contempt of 
a juJfUy enraged people, while they, with all their vanity 
andollentation, remain the unhurt ohj ids of our pitj. 

It is furely rather a fubjeft of merry ridicule, than de- 
ferving of fcrious rcfentment, to fee many of this kind of 
gentry afFefting to deny th* charafter of prifoners, and at- 
tributing that indulgence which is the efFed of unparalleled 
gcncroiity, to the mean motive of fear ; but we will let 
them know, that tl.ey cannot provoke us even lo juJiUe in 
the line of punijhment^ and wc leav<i them to their own 
confcienccs and the impartial cenfurcs of furrounding na- 
tions, to make fomc returns for the unexampled cruelties 
that many of our friends have fufFered from their bar- 
Ijarous hands ♦ J in lieu of that feverity, whi^h, however 

juft 

^ Capt. Johnfon and his crcnx^ tht prifonerH in ^imral ai New- 
York and Halifax, Mr. Lovell ami many others in Bofton, a^t 
infiances fufficient to dejiroy the little cre^ik they eujcr had fur 
humanity \ and the fujferings qffome to ^^jbf^h I have mjelf 
heen a ^witnep^ expofed to all the inconvenienas and hazards of 
o langutfhin^ difeafe in confinement on fhip-boardf in njieiv of the 
perfons and habitations cf their ne are fl friends j and a fywpathi' 
icinfr parent turned over the fide j n.vith reproaches for attempting 
to f peak to hisfickf fuff^f'ingy dying child ^ ^^^ft gtve the characters 
aj ///f polite, icnfible, humane Admiral (ir^xvcf^y and his nrpke m 
Snm, aflamp of infamy, <iA;hi\;h the p9Wir of time can mv(0 



[ 93 1 

jufl, humanity ftiudders to inflift. But we cannot think if; 
jllrange to find people in the fabordinate departments of lifct 
inflaenccd by fuch ridiculous notions, while their haughty 
mailers feem to labour under the misfortune of the fame 
infatuation. 

Slaves always rate the confequence of thofe they ferve, 
by the treatment they receive from them, and wonder that 
others do not feel the weight of the fame importance. 

To call nten of diftinguiihed rank, in any government, 
knaves, foals^ and fcoundrcls, however they may defervc 
it;^ is cftcemcd neither polite or decent : I am therefore, 
at a lofs for namec v/hile I am dcfcribing the oppreflbrs of 
my country. Who, without defcrving thefe reproachful ap- 
pellations, could have conceived the horrid wifh of decking 
his crown, with the idle plume of foreign empire, at the 
cxpence of the peace, wealth, and very being of a nation f 
and who but 2i pompous blockhead^ in the execution of this 
impious defign, could expeft to conquer a hardy, virtuous 
fetofmen, by inefFeftual threats and empty promifes, 
contained in a fet of proclamations , he wanted either cou- 
rage or power to difpcrfe among the people they were de- 
figticd to lubdue 1 1 

Pes s f B L Y they may conceive the lenf th of their maftcr*^ 
puifc, at the rate of thirty crowns a man, to be equal t© 
all the armed force of P^urope, and therefore they (hould be 
able ultimately to effect that by the point of the bayonet, 
which they rather willed, than txpcSled^ to obtain on any 
other terms. 

Hhre let us paufc, and for the honour of our fpwies, 
give a moment to reflcdtton upon this Ihocking idea ! is 

it 

f T/y Generals Gage and 'lowe, kn've been playing this vjarliks 
^nMe ^'vcrjime thty havs been in the con^^irj^ 
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It poflible that any of the race of man, ftiould be fo loft to 
a fenfe of the rights of nature, and the dignity of their 
tank in the chain of beings, as to {ufFer themfelv^s (like 
thvi horfes which they ride) to be tutored to the field of war, 
to have a price fet upon their lives, which their mafters 
will receive, and then be fold into the fervice of ////?, am^ 
bition and avarice j^nd become the tools of eternal war againft 
the lives, the properties, and freedom of the reft of mankind, 

But thanks to heaven ! this black combioation of 
paffions, fupported by the unmalked tyrant of Britain, with 
all the mercenary forces of his powerful and extenfive allies, 
have hitherto proved unfuccefsful ^and I truft in God they 
ever will) in every effort to contaminate the only column 
of free air in both hcmi/pheres ; however, one advantage 
we derive from their open attempts, which is to exped'no 
fecurity for ourfelves, but in their ruin ; deliberate mur- 
ders, indifcriminate plunder, and the moft barbarous vio- 
lence upon the delicacy and virtue of the fair, have marke4 
the few paces oi imaginary coniucjl they have trod *• 

Mbthinks I fee the tender parent, frantic with rage, 
defying hofts of ruffians armed, and courting death in every 
difmal form, rather than live the witnefs of his daughter's 
Ihame ; — ah ! hear the fhrieks of virgin innocence calling 
in vain for fuccour from that arm which oft defended her \ 
bat fee the helplefs viftim of their brutifti luft, in wild dc- 
fpair, wringing her ^«;7//^j ^^;////, with looks to heaven, 
as if, without acrime,fliehad loft her only title to ihoie pure 
abodes ! v/here is the coward hvart that does nor beat tp 
armi, and glow with unufual ardour for revenge ? 

Where are friends to reconciliation, v/ith thcfe fo"s to 
virtue ? they will tell us their power is formidable, and it 

k 

^ See accounts of their proceedln^j in the Jerfies^ and general ordif^ 
. /// ite Qrdcrlj bQ-^k tahn at iveikiQu, 
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Is wife to accommodate ourfelves to the rftquifitions of fu-^ 
perior force — as foon Td tamper with the power of hell t 

fur 

. ^[ ^Tis the ^judtji. of Jla^uery % 

" Tamely to bend our necks beneath the yoke 

** And Juffer fraud to talk us out of freedom. ^^ 

They wifh to footh but to deftroy us ; and if this ftale 
artifice of tyrants fhould fuccced, we well deferve the ruia 
it enfures :— ^they never ajk for what they can demand^ and: 
impotence along prevents a general carnage. 

Does courage want a ftlmulu? in the defence of virtue ? 
let us caft our eyes on the example of oar illuftrious gene- 
ral ; equally beyond the reach of calumny and encomium, 
the tongue of flander has never dared to attack him, while 
the ablell panegyrifl muft blufh when he is attempting to 
give him half the eulogiums which are his due. 

TfiE generous facrifice he has made of private intcreft, 
dorneftic felicity, anJ all the coPifequent refined enjoyments 
of focial life, to the exigencies of his country in the field 
of war : — ihe cheerfulnefs with which he has fuftained all 
the hardfhips, anxieties, and difappointmefts of two im- 
portant campaigns, againft a formidable body of well-dif- 
ciplined veterans, with an armycompofed of men different 
in their manners, and unufed to the difcipline of a camp, 
whhout exciting the fmallell jealoufies in the civil power 
on the one hand, or giving occafion for the fainteft mur- 
murs among hhfolarrs, on the other.-— And finally^ when 
his enemies were ai vhe zenith of their glory, and in ima- 
gination, already in poffeflion of a conquered world ;— 
Kviih tie remnant of his expiring army, to refume the field, 
and with this handful of his chofen followers, difperfe, de- 
ftroy,or captivate whole hoils of foes, muft excite fentiments 
of afFcftion, gratitude^ and elleem, that border upoa 
adorfftioH, . . 

Did 
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JDiD not a life of the moft difmtercftcd patriotifm ani 
unremitted ardour in the caufe of virtue and of mankind^ 
point him oat as an exception to the charge we have fo 
♦ folly fupported againft all who lived before nim ? I Ihould 
dread more froin the virtues of this great man» than from 
all the Handing armies in the world. 

But fo full a confidence do I poffefs in his inviolable 
attachment to the rights of humanity and the caufe of free- 
dom, that in fome future emergencies of the ftate (prcduccd 
perhaps by the (hifting fortune of war) to his inftkndive 
goodaefs and excentric operations, I would moft chcerfiilly 
commit fupreme command. 

I wi L L explain my fentiments upon this fubjed^ by thofo 
of a friend, in his own words. 

*' *Tis beft that reafon govern mai, 
*Tis calm, deliberate, wife. 
Yet pajjions were not eiven in vain^ 
Here then the difference lies. 

Reafon y l\iO^ fure, too flow is found 
In great emergencies. 
While pc§icn inftant feels the wound. 
As quick the cure applies. 

Yet that muft not due bounds tranfgrefs, 
But move at rea/on^s nod. 
Submit at laft to her decrees ^ 

And own her for the God. 

^was thus the fynod of our land. 
The reafoning pcrjoer of ftate. 
Gave Washington fupreme comraan d 
And made his orders fate. 

Yet as necejjity impelled 
The ftep*— when that ie part 
The fenate ftiall refumc the field 
And reign fupreme at kft/* Ih 
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In fupport of fuch a caufc, direded by fucli a leildcr, 
who would think his lite too dear a facrificc : — !et tli;^ 
mean, bafe, grovHng foul, that wiflics for iecurity on u'i)f 
termsy through fear forget he is a man, cringe to the crc.-'.- 
ture he defpiles, imile on tlie man he hates, alternately 
fliake hands v/ich vice and virtue, and court prote^ftion fioni 
the povv'cr he wiihes to detlroy ! — let us, my friend^, deter-- 
mined to maintain our facred rights, or perifn in the ar- 
tempt *^y with vigour urj.a* the war, frown on our foes 
wherever v/e meet ihem, defp^fe their merc^ when we feel 
their ;;6n::t/', and fiom this momeni hold €Riiiclvei beyond 
the reacli of pardon. 

* 'Jujliun ct ttnace:?iy frol^ffi I'lrv.m^ 
Son civiu?;i ardor ^ pra-va jubentiufu 
Nofi "VKUus i)ijla^itis ijr*,inni 
Mcntc qiuttit jcliJa : ■ » 
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DELIVERED AT 

BOSTON, M A R c H 5, lyyS. 

J?yJoNATHANW. Austin, Efj. 

«-"— Multdque rubentia Cade 

Lubrica Sax a madenty nullifua profuif Mi as. 

LucAN, Lib, z. 
■' Hie ubi barharus hofliSf 
Utfera plus %'alifint legibus armqfMcit. 

Ovid de Ponto. 
Stuis claden. Uius noSlis^ quis funera fando 
Explicet ? aut pojfit Ldtrymis actuate labores ? 
Flurima perque vias Jlernuntur inertia pajjim 
Corpora. Virgil ad ^meid,. 

Mv friends and fellow-citizens, 

TO weep over the tomb of the patriot-^to drop a tear 
to the memory of thofe unfortunate citizens, who 
fell the firll facrifices to tyranny and ufurpation, is noble, 
generous, and humane. Such are the fentiments that in- 
fluence you, my countrymen, or why, through fuccelfive 
periods, with heart-felt k ufations, have you attended this 
folcmn anniverfary, and paid this fad tribute to the me- 
mory of your ilaughtercd brethren. Nor is the circle con- 
trarted — the moll amiable part of the creation Ihare the 
grief, and, foft pity beamvag in their countenances, like 
ibs dau^bars of Ijrml^ aauually lament the fate of others, 

and 
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And weep over the mifcries of their country*. Come then, 
my frlc iJ', let us enter the folitHry courts of death, and^ 
perhaps, an hour ipent in fuch rcll.^iVion, may aftbrd as fo- 
iid improvement as nature in her i\iycjl fccncs. 

To com;'n?:norate the deaths of tliofe men who fell nn- 
liappy vicfiims to brutal violence — tO (how the Hani^erouH 
ten iency cf danding armies in popii:oa<? cities in time of 
peace, the orl^'i.i of this fal;;! catailrophc — to trace its 
»j:onucxion :\n\ ctfe^^ts, as they liave been, and arc now cjif- 
playcd, in diiierent parts of iVmerica, 1 tiike to be the de- 
i3;rn of this dav^s folenuii.y. 

It appears to me needlcfs to enter into tb.c nntnre and 
ends of civil poven.mcriit, and to evince t!-at .'lauuing ::r- 
mies are a folccifm in fuch a conilliution. oecli fcnnnicnts 
r\re foended in nat;;re, and ha\'e, lor apes, undvr diVierent 
i()rm?, and different meriJiiins, been (u'ily difplayM hy 
i\\:n who knev^ I'lic ri<^hts of nature and inanliiMtK Tl.e 
names of L.c x a , S v u r: i. -. , a;»d 11 a m r n <: n , h:.\ e 1 >''ig 
1v:;mi illndriou.?;, niul ray co'.mtr;. n-u-n are t-.X) well '^c/.juaiiu- 
Cii with tli'Mi' wrliinjLs, not to venerr.te tlieir vnemories. 
I\or can 1 ibrf^;'. t tin* farue ientinunts which have charm'!:d 
301 from the JIrs (;f n?:n, who haee fp(>kc hcfoi-e me, on 
the ian-vj occafajn, whofe diaracl rs v/iil be ever deai*, ai'.d 
t\\<::: CA'ei';io';s of whofe palriotiim and virtue, f:\hibited, in 
the moft critical fituailoaj, polcerity will ever v\onder at 
and revere. 



Ik fliort, to confirm this point by logical conclufinns, 
it be ati ufelff;; miipenieof tune. Even a Cicwn lawyer, 
. ..ofe fentimc'iis ar(4 net aiwav -^ $Vien(Hy to t!ie ri^'Jiti^ of 
jnankind, v/i;] tell us, '' in a iand (A libutv, it i-> ex- 
n-cmcly da^iiu-roiis to mal.e a didincl order of the jn'^n^'fion 
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{c>x i\\0'/i\fc{y ^f the prince ^ and arifes from the maiu prirt'^ 
(iji\: of their conlUtutioa, which is governing hy fear : but 
in free icaieii, th::; profclfion of a fo-Jicr, XakQi^jin^ly an4 
;;^', -.V as a piofcnioin, is juilly an objcft of jcaloufy. The 
li'ws, therefore, and conlHtutioii of tlu^fe kingdoms, know 
nu iuch thing as -a perpetual^ Jiandh^g folclier *.'* 

Arguments e.viriing in theory, however the mind 
may be capii'^atcd, do not always convince ; nnd confe- 
qucaccs, traced from the lame fource, arc fcLlom intereft- 
ing. But wlicn v»e find the apprehcnfons of the grcatelt 
aud beft of manlinid, who ai^luaifd by a principle of bene- 
Tolcnce, felt ior the commrm interelU:, fully difplayed ia 
awful and crenicnauin ci^'ets w^ tr.cn Anrt fVoni our le- 
thc?n!:v, and like t-^c ic\i^Jtiv^e pjant, flirink fj<^m nnr*"<:ach- 
\\\% danger ! fucdi is the c?.\t with refpcd to the fubjcet bc- 
fuieus. Piiiloioph 'I's and liatefmenhave flicwn liow dange- 
lowis lianding arn)'LS muj} be in a free ilate, and every p-ge 
in il:e volu;ue oi mankind confirms the mclancnoly ac 
C^.aiU. 

SpECTM. A T ivH wrltcrs mayindecd tell in, that thefecds 
Cjf cilflblution e\^ii in every boay poiitir — th.a like th;^ bo- 
dy liaUind, \\ mull dec.iy ai.ddi^ — :ind thai ihe fame c^icSf < 
which brought llie emoiros vS IlJit^ a"d Qr/./.r to delriK^ii- 
01?., will fap euery otl^cr f/n'-r^nn nt on raiilif. i'or my 
own part, I ;..in no fritn.iilJ, ;mu1 nlh^cfp-^yandum i^:-: repuhli- 
/^, is to me z mueli pre v.r:H!j, rrid n.. re gen: !\)i:s motto* 
Aiul iullead (;f enumcrdiii^:!; u\r\^ many vkes and corrup. 
tions, as the cr/\'."/v;/ r.";/'', I tlilnk a lit'Jo ac^jraintance 
with iiiilory will i iu:rm u ., that tliey arc net merely tSic 
original caufe, hut cr j- :>"^i cs r'/fabiig ij-nni tJ^o fital 
m^'alV/re we are conf^deiing. In ablblu.;; mon;!rchies. 
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where the military Is the principal engine of jrovernment, 
we are not to look: for a conhrmationi of this argument. 
But in republics; 'till the introduction of a foldiery, diflinft 
from the citizens, wennd them ai remote from corruption^ 
luxury, and the other buick catalogue of vices as any hu- 
man fyiiem can attain to : but when ftanding troops were 
introduced, they immediately followed. Depravity of 
manners — a diflike to virtue and manly fentiment— ^iFe- 




jpubiics, that were once great 
illultrious, but are now no more ! witnefs, O Bofton ! for ye 
were too well acquainted with the melancholy truth ' 

We will now confine the fentiment by a brief infpefti'. 
On into fomc parts of hiflory. 

The C;v. ! were a republic, that. In a Ihort flight of 
years, exhibited the moil glorious ipt'dacle that ever ap- 
peared to mankind ; and, as c)uc obiVrves, the age they 
livxd in, fecmed to l)e the golden period of human nature*. 
In every branch of war or peace, in every fpecies of fci- 
cnce they cxxclled, and vvcrc at once feared, aamired, and 
venerated by the other nailons of tjio world : yet this he- 
roic confederacy was or'.i^iniiliv reduced from this e'orious 
fuperiorit)', by the aris of o^ie man } under the idea of a 
guard, from a i inconulerable number of attc'ndants, he 
increafed to that Ibvtch of power as proved the fatal ftab 
to the vitnls of his country, 'i'he bank thus broken down, 
the tide fwelled too rapid to be iicnim'd, and virtue, free- 
dom and the laws, all fcii a facrifice. 

Similar was the fituation of the 'Rcma^ts. Although 
not fo u'liverf.iliy dillini^uiihed as tlie G;v:-^/, yet from the 
CApuIuou of their kin^>^ to the time <A Marcus ^ they evin- 
ced 

f Hams Hcn/h's, t V'/ijh'aius, 
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ced to what a prodigious greatncfs mankind may arrivtf 
when aftuated by the principles of liberty, virtue and ho- 
nor. Influenced by fuch motives, no wonder their aftions 
were conformable ; and while the moft rigid inflexibility 
prefided at home, the Roman eagle Hew to the rcmoteft 
corner of the globe. 

Can we thcit fuppofe, when we view the charafterg 
which appeared on the Itage at this period— when we con- 
lider how remote they were from thofe vices which have 
been prevalent in powerful monarchies, and how carefully 
they watch'd the friCrcd alter of freedom, that they them- 
felves muft remain a Handing monument of the confe- 
quences of this fatal meafure. Such is the cafe. Marius, 
in new modelling the legions, and replacing the citizens 
who ferved in them with foreign mercenaries, laid the 
horrid foundation. — The door was now open for one fo^ 
fozverful citizen after another, until Cayhr, lofmg every 
check, and laughing at the impotent anathemas of the 
fenate, with the dillant legions march'd to Rome, and 
formed a new sera in their hiftory. From this period we 
•re charmed no more with iilultrious adions, and the laft 
remains of dignity, funk in the Roman world. So true is 
it, that when a people lofc their liberty, they at once be- 
come fit fubjcfts of every thing bafe and infamous ♦ 

We have thus far produced inftances of the fatal effect 
of armies thus kept up, which have ended in the utter 
fubverfion of the laws and government of two of the moft 
memorable republics in antient ftory. We will novv^ (hift 
the fcene, and while we fliow their dangerous tendency in 
Hates of a more modern date, we will exhibit an illuftri- 
ous example through what fcenes of danger, hardfliips and 
blood, the detc] mined fpirit of honor, and attachm<^nt to 
freedom, will carry a people. 

PREYioui to mentioning the fituation c/' the U/u'/eJ 
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Provlntes^ I muH: remark how very fimUar tlieir circum- 
Itances were to our's. We fhall ever find it an unrilterahic 
maxim of pruices, who in time of peace kept up a Hand* 
ing force, however they may call them x\\c protesters o//av.f, 
the end is /<? Inhvert thofe laws and render the conllitution 
ufelefs. Such war; the mode of conduct of Philip the fecomi^ 
of Spain, to tiij low countries, and iuch the procedure of 
a fimilar charailer, George /he thirds of Dritiiin, inlluen- 
ced by as defpicable a mmillry. The former, as fir WiU 
liam Temple oblerves, '* thinking it not agrcrlng with 
liis grcatnefs,'* (an army being now in the bowels of theiY 
country) ** to confider their difcontents, or be limited by 
their aatient forms of government,'' proceeds to defpife 
the one and overturn the other. New courts judicatory 
were appointed, new offices eftablilhed, depending abjoluieiy 
en the king. * 

What was the confcquence ? — could it be fuppofed $ 
generous people would fit down tamely, and kifs the rod 
that lalh'd them ? a different mode of conduO enfued.-^ 
The duke of Jlva was fent with a powerful army, the very 
forcible plea of tyrants, and the moll Ihocking cruelties 
were committed. Here let humanity fpread her veil, nor 
Jet the tender bread heave with anguilh at fuch fcenes. 
But (hocking as they are, they flow as njiturally from thfs 
curfed engine of oppreffion, as beams of light from the 
fun. For as the fame fenlible writer obferves, ** So great 
antipathy ever appears between citi/ens and foldiers ; 
while one pretends to he fafe under law, which tlic other 
pretends /'a// be fuhjeil to his fwurd and his will/' 

Buf terrible as the many executions of their mnft illuf- 
trious patriots ai>peared tothem, while the land was dreach- 
cd in its richeft blood — however alfcfting the fight of con- 

hfcationi, 
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fifcations, imprlfonments, and the numberleft crulsltieS that 
attended them> they were not datinted* That God who 
haieth opp'cflion, aad delightcth in the happinefs of his 
creation, infpired them with fentiments, ^at carried thcrrt 
throu-q^h innumerable hardftiip5> 'till after having expended 
immenfe trcarures and blood for better than threefcore 
year??, they laid the foundation of a rich, free, and flou- 
rifiiing people : Providence hereby giving an inftru<ftive 
loifo 1 to pollerity in every age, who are contending for all 
thnt is dear and facred, to purfue the glorious objed un- 
daunted ; knowing that, as liberty is a plant tranfplanted 
from the gardens of heavens, its divine parent will lliil che- 
rifh it, and, in fpitc of oppofition, it will flourilh, it will 
live forever. 

Such, my friends, have been the methods ufed by en- 
terprifmg men, in former ages, to carry into effeft their 
ambitious ueugis, and found their greatneis on the ruiiis 
of theii* country. But in our dny, thefe meafures have be- 
come fyrtematical. They are in faft part of the conftitu- 
tion. To take a view of the different powers in Europe^ 
and compare them with the ftate of anticnt republics, an- 
der great and wife legiilators, who feemM to be raifed up 
for the benefit of the age they lived in, and the admiratioa 
of pcilerity, we muft drop the tear of fcnfibility at the co i- 
traft. Where is the kingdom that does not groan under 
the calamities of military tyranny ? let us paufe a whild' 
on the nK)ft eminent of them. 

In the large empire of Rujpa, the effefts arc glaring* 
Even the fliadovv of liberty has vanilhed. Of fo great im • 
f'^/tance is the military, that a recruiting officer can£Oi 
throai)h their villages, and pitch upon the ablell of the 
inhabitants, as he would chufe his cattle^ And eve» a fa- 
ther has been imprifoned iii his own houfe, for tie elcupe 
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of a child, while by order of the officer, his own fons have 
been his goalers *. 

Perhaps there Is no nation in any part of the world, 
more happy than France^ in every luxury of life. But 
amid this profufion of plenty, the farmer exhibits the moft 
wretched IpeAacle in nature. Supported by the gleanings 
of the field, the fruits of his labor go to the fubfiilance of 
the foldiery. Thus difpirited and deprefled, he contents 
himfelf with the refuge of his ground, while, after his 
^reateft exertions, another will reap the fruits of his ho- 
neft induftry. The moO: obdurate breaft muft melt at fuch 
Irenes, and execrate the efFeds of landing armies. 

Look into the fituation of Poland. Under the direftion 
of that great manf, fiimous for his viAorics againft the 
^urks ; they were brave and virtuous, and proved the 
bulwark of ChriHendom. But under the Saxcn line, this 
fpirit not fuiiing their plan of government, was awed by 
Eleftoral troops, and totally decayed. The confequencci 
are now feverely experienced by them ; and while in this 
deprefled ftate they are an objcd of diffire toTurks and Ruf" 
Jtans^ their country is a fcene of bloodftied and mifery. 

It is needlefs to mention England^ or the idle farce of 
an annual aft of parliament, for the fupport ofllanding 
troops, which is nothing but an infult on the fenfe of that 
nation. The more virtuous among them, if the flame of 
liberty has not entirely expired, cafily fee through the 

fmfe, and in the death of Allen and others, wantonly 
utchered by a mercenary foldiery, can too clearly read tht 
fete of themfelves and poiterity. 

TwE melaiicholy pr4rt of this fuhjeft muft give pain to 
cyery iirunaiio breath This is natural. But thefe fcenci 

more 
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more dlrcftly afFcft other nations ; and however we may 
pity the unhappy fufFcrer, there is a kind of plealure we 
feel that we ourfelves are not immediately interefted. And 
ivould to God, it had ever remained fo. O my country I 
with what heart-felt fatisfaftion, lliould I rejoice, if op- 
predion had never ftretchcd her baleful wings to this once 
happy clime ! that that liberty which an illuftrious fct of 
men, of whom the world was not worthy, purchafed at fa 
dear a rate, might have defcendcd unimpaired to lateit 
pofterity. But is this the cafe ? has this fcourge of mankind. 
Handing armies, never interrupted our profperity ? iffo, 
why is this de(k hung with the fable covering of death ! 
why am I furrounded by fo many of my fellow-citizens, 
who liften to the tale of woe ! yes, my countrymen, wc 
ourfelves are deeply interefled ; and thib fame engine of 
oppreffion, which has ihiuvvn mighty republics from their 
foundations, has attempted aud ftill continues to fpread 
the fame horrid confequenccs in America : and in its 
ufual mode of conduft, has been attended with every fpecics 
of cruelty, fome of them unheard of before ; but which 
your fumnefs, under God, has hitherto, and I pray ever 
may, furmoant. 

The (hocking fcene of that dreadful night, the fatal 
eftefts of which we are now llill weeping over, is beyond 
defcription. No one, perhaps, if it is taken in every view, 
that was not a fpedator, can conceive it. When I con- 
llder the many inlults, abufes and violences, this unhappy 
towi was cxpofed to for months previous to this melancholy 
tragedy, and when the tumult of contrar)' paflions was thu^ 
naturally excited, to fee a brutal fo!cii<Ty, fcattcring pro- 
mircuous death through a dcfoiirclelV, un.irmed multitude, 
till yonder Itreet v/as crimfon^^d with i lie blood of its ci- 
tizens, while a tender mother, frantic with grief, poui:i 
forth the anguifli of her licart over a beloved Ibn, now in. 
- capable of any returns of gratitude ; all this exhit)its a 
I tciie whick the diftrefTcJ heart moy painfully Iccl, but 
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which the tongue cannot exprefs. Let. the breaft, then^fliU 
coatinae to bfut. Thefe, my friends, are virtuous, gene- 
rous feelings, and do honor to humanity. May we ever re- 
tain them* May this inflitution, facred to the memory of 
cur murdered brethren, be ever carefully preferved. Yes, 
ye injured ihades ! wc will Itill w(iep over you, and if any 
thing can be more fopthing, we will revenge you. 

This glaring fpeclmen of cruelty roufed the citizenj*, 
and in coxiviucing colors difphiycd the effc<^\s of ilanding 
armies in time of peace. But however our exertions were 
then fucceLfu!, liowcvcr the ftorm iuhficieJ., it was but 
temporary. Wh'le the fcales of juUicc were held 'in pallicd I 
hands, and the moit Hiocking barbarities were the higheft \] 
merit, an additional force only was neccfiary. Thut ar- 
riving, the mafic was thrown olF, and a.lliU t;r<^atcr Icenc 
Qi'ccrnage anddeilrudion, opened in our adjacent villages. 

But fuch proceedin?;s, however alarming at that pe- 
riod, were (oon loit in more dreadful and diftreifiug ope- 
rations. The heif^hts of Char'eUown too uwfullv con- 
\inced us of tlie melancholy truth, and poiiejity, while 
Vv'ith tears of comnufliori, they ponder the traniaclions of 
that day, mu!l: ^wecrate the caafes which produced them. In 
aayfituatioa, the relic-, of fiaiii^htered citizens areobjedsof 
pity, and the fvmpathizing fpetlatDr will ever drop a tear 
ever them. Bit there may he iaii.ince.^, wiien the leffet 
jtreams of afFection are abii>rbed in a l^ill greater fea cf v/oe. 
Such are the fentiments ihat muil ilrike every brcalt, v.hen 
we reflert, illullrioiis Warrtn ! on thy deatli — a deuth, 
which whole hecatombs of flaugluered enemies, llrowed 
around thy corpfe, can never repay. Here, ye minions of 
power ! ye who are dead to the calls of honor and public 
yirttie, are willipg to wade to ihition, through the blood of 
your brethren, here Ixdiold a fnedacle that mull harrow 
your inmolt foul. You, my cuiinirymeu, with the mod 
pleaUng fenfauyns, have attentively iiilencd, wiiilc, like us, 
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he was weeping over the unhappy fate of others, yon 
have kindled into rage, while he has fet before you tha» 
iiiiigcious nature and confequences of Handing armies, 
and prophetically pointed out to you ftiil greater events. 
How affecting ! that he who could lament the late of others, 
niuil be himlelf deplored ; and that he who could fo feel- 
ingly paint the effeds of thib hotrid meafure, jnull hiinfelf 
fail one of thciirft facrilices to it. 

But it is not fufficient to drop a tranfient tear to the me- 
jnory of dep,:vrted heroes, or to pay an eulogy to their cha- 
ra^ljrs. The b^ppinefs offuch men, who, after having 
expired in the ajin? of liberty and virtue, are now ftiaring 
'the higliclt degree oi; felicity, cannot be incrcafed by our 
prailes ; no, my friends, the bell way to cxprefs our afFec- 
tion for luth great and good men, is to roufe and revenge 
them. To hurl itill fiercer bolts of vengeance on an in- 
hunum foUlicry, who, inftead ot affordinj^ the lall honors, 
facrcd to the dead, and which a generous enemy will ever 

riJgard. after grinning with hcUilh pleafure on the 

nuugled c()r{ fe, which alive could tlrike terror into their 
bo dell heiirt, lodged it in a promifcuous grave ; that ftncc; 
they could not pvfveiu his name and reputation being im- 
mortiil, hib rt mains miolit be hid {brtvcr* — O Britain t 
thou hall, and ihali ilill weep tears of blood for this ! 

Arf not fuch iiiftiinccs, mv countrvmen, very convin- 
clng proofs of the fat;tl ctlVeHi of Itandini^ armies, in time 
of pei:ce. In fuch a r>v*riod thcv originated, and from the 
fifth of March 1770, througti every deg:ree of violence 
and baibarity, to clie prefent day, it is but one conncfted 
fcene. 

After fuch exhibitions of cruelty and c«'^rnage, whtt 
can we fuppofe too brutal, too infimous for inch an a^my ? 
can we wonder to fee our houfc^ in Hamcs ? our altars fafed 
to the ground, or convened to a much more horrid ufe^ 
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than the Jewilh temple ? if poUiMe they have even ex- 
ceeded ; and the armies of liiitala fcem to be held up as a 
ftand'mg evidence, how farihe fpirit of tyranny and op- 
preftion can operate. 

;W£ fliudder when the fahhful page of hiftory opens to 
oar view the condurt of avmies, (lulhed with viftory, fack- 
ing towns, burning villj^ges, and perpetrating murders, 
with all the other dreadful concomitants. But if we look 
into the conduft of the Britllli army in the ycr^es^ and 
feme part of the llate of Neiv-Tori, wc (hall find inftances 
gf all thefe crimes, and, perhaps, in fomc places, inilances 
beyond them. 1 o fee the third city in a ncighlxHiring 
ftate, wantonly comumed by an enemy*, who not having 
fpirit or ability, to meet us in the field, defcend to thefe 
little mean methods of exciting terror — to fee th® ravages 
in the Jerfies^ and the garden of America thus wantonly 
defaced — does not the blood bea^ high i — do wi? not prefs 
forward to exterminate Aich barbnrians from the face of the 
earth ! but to mention ftill greater fcenes of cruelty— does 
not the ear tingle whem it hears the fliricks of hdplefs vir- 
gins, dreadful victims to luft and barbarity ; while the 
grey hairs and exprellivc groans of an r^^ed parent, witncfs 
to his daughter's Ihame, plead in vain. Can any thing 
fvvtli thiii complicated fccne of woe ? it can receive addition. 
Thcie monlUrs exceed even the moft barbarous nations. 
With them the ailit s of the dead have ever been fucrc<i. 
But under the patronage of a BritiOi tyrant and his gcnpr.al, 
fnufHrj^; the tainted gale, they have ranfackcd the filcnt 
rcpofitories, and the remiiins of on? thai Wiu once amiable 
and captivating, flung aboiii as food ^^)t the birds of the 
air ". O (jOd, where is thy ven^eanfj ! () virtue, honor, 
religion, humanity, wliire, wlie^c arc ye ilcd ! 



1 HEsi', my countrymen, nre not the fri;rlus of fancy, 
t the diiStates of imagination \ tiiey ;irc ioUd, though 
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very riffcdlm^ realities. Can we then v/ifli a re-unlon with 
fuch a people ? can wc cvTr familiarly Ihake hands with a 
nation, who, leaping every barrier, are thus wantonly 
(porting with our cliltrefTcs, and bathing themfelves in the 
blood of our countrymen ? may America never retain fuch 
mcan,dallardlyfentiments! for myown part, if I maybe in- 
dulged, 1 would entreat, 1 would conjure every one, who as a 
parent feels for the welfare of his polterity, to imitate the ex- 
ample of the renowned Carthagenian *. Lead your fons, 
yc fathers, not to the altar of Paganifm, and under the 
tutelage of fomc unl:nowu deity, but to the f:icred altar of 
freedom ; and while the guardian God of America is wit- 
ncfs to the folcmrt obligation, make them swear that 
they never will h^ friends to a power, who are thus fa- 
crificing their deareli privileges. Ring in their young 
cars the dreadful talc of murders, rapes, and maflacres. 
Paint to them the condud of Britain, as difplayed 
in her arms in different parts of America, till their 
young brealls glow with ardor, and thus early catching the 
flame of patnotifm, they may, through life, purfue un- 
daunted fo glorious an objed. Pleafed with fuch an in- 
vocr.tion, the (hades of our fathers will rejoice over their 
pollerity, and the angels of love and purity will look down 
delighted. 

No one, I think, can fuppofe thefe thoughts proceed 
from rage or paflion. They are the cool dilates of my 
htart. 1 love my country ; her diftrefles affeft me ; nor, 
from this moment, do I ever wiih a reconciliation with a 

power. 
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{iower, whofe profpcrity muft be founded on my utter 
deltruftion. 

I HAVE now, my countrymen, endeavored to exhiWt the 
fatal effcds of ftauding armies in time of p(?ace ; not froni( 
ab{lra<S r^afoaing, but as they exill- in fa^, and now prevail 
in our diitreflfed land. Here I would remark, that it is 
(landing armies in time of peaccy and the conjcquenccs thence 
refulting, that we are now deprecating. Armies, in defence 
of our country, unjuftly invaded, arc neccifary, and in the 
higheft fenle juftifiable. We, my friends, attacked by an 
aroitrary tyrant, under the fanftion of a force, the cfFefti 
of which, we have attempted to illuilrate, have been 
obliged to make the laft folemn appcnK And I cannot 
but feel a pleafing kind of tranfport, when I fee America, 
undaunted by the many trying fcenes that have attended 
her, ftill baffling the efforts of the moft formidable power 
in Europe, and exhibiting an inllance, unknown in hillory. 
To fee an army of veterans, who had fought and conquer- 
ed in different quarters of the globe-—*— headed by a ge- 
neral tutored in the field of war, illullrious by former 
viftories, and* fluihed with repeated fucceffcs, threatning, 
with all the pompof expreflion, tofpread havotk^ dcfolati- 
on, and ruin around him ; to fee fuch a foldlerv and fuch 
a general, yielding to an hardy race of men, new to the 
field of war ; while on the one hand it exalts the charafter 
cf the latter, convincingly proves the folly of thofe, whOj, 
under pretence of having a body of troops, brod to war, 
and ever ready for aiiftion, adopt this dangerous fyllem, in 
fubverfion of every principle ol lawful government. Here, 
if after having depiftured fcen^is of fo dirtrelh.u^ a nature, 
it may not appear too defcending, I could not forl)ear 
fmiling at the Britifh general and his troops, who not 
willing to refled on their prefcnt humiliating conJiiion, 
affeft the air of arrogant fupcriorhy. But Americans have 
learnt them, that men, fighting on the principles of frec- 
idom^-and honor/ defpife the examples that have been.fet 

them 
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them hy an enemy ; and though, in the ficW, they c^ft 
brave every danger in defence of thole principles, to a 
vanquiihed ciicmy they know how to b.e generous ; but 
that this is a geaerofity not weak and unnueaning, bjut 
fouaded on jufl featiments, and if wantonly prefumed upon, 
ivill never interfere with that national juiHce, which ever 
wght, and Lately has been properly exerted* 

But while, with t!ie warmeft gratitude to heaven, .we 
view our late fuccciles, and are at a lots to exprefs our ac- 
kaovyledgmcnt to the illuitrious hero, who was the ia- 
iluqiciit, ajid whofe name, to rcmoteft ages, will be ever 
dear to the fe New- England ftates, let us not forget our 
frtuation. There is an army, and a very powerful one, ftill 
exilHngin the heart of America. Methinks the reputation 
of paft fucceiTco ftiould animate every inhabitant of Ame- 
rica to lly to arms ; and by one general exertion utterif 
expJ tliis laft, Uiij only remaining power of Great- Britain 
on the contrnent. Ye, to whom the facred, the important 
fyftem of govcTnmf^nt is coiumitted — ye men of fenfe and 
virtue — ye. p;)li*iots, who feci an aflcftion for your comitry 
and pofterity, ^et xm conjure you to feize the prefent op- 
portunity, happier than we could <.ver have expe*^ed, and 
which once omitted may never be again in our power. 

I WOULD not pretend to infinuate, that this is the only 
point which ought to be under imTrcdiate confidcration, by 
a v/ife people or their delegates. But this I will venture to 
allirm, that unlefi this is tlie governing jeniimenty in every 
deliberation, every olher thing is fjperHuous. Let ur then 
rife fupijrior to every private local attachment. As we are 
cmharkcd on one broad bottom of univerfal freedom, let us 
attend to this molt preiiing occafion ; an occafion pro- 
videntially oiTered for future fecurity and happincfs. if a 
royal arrny, tlio' v/rak in its number, can thus infult uh 
unpunjflicd, th(^ ni )il flcnder imagination can eafily forefee 
what mull be the clfwcts of a Itill greaer fgicc. I wifii that 
I \' the 
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the prcfcnt generation, I wifti that poflcrit)' may not feeU 
ingly repro£:h our inadlivity. 

Shall the frequent calls of our exalt^'d General, 
who fcems to have been raifed up by heaven, to fhow to 
what an height humtfnity may foar ; who generoufly fa* 
crificing affluence and domeftic cafe, vifhes to Ihare with 
you in every danger and diftrefs, fhall his frequent calls be 
in vain ? remember, my countrymen, the eyes of the good 
and great, in every clime:» are upon the prefent conteft. 
Liberty, difgufted at fcenes of cruelty and oppreffion, has 
left her ancient altars, and is now hovering to fix her lafl 
refidencc in America. Our exertions have hitherto been 
great and fuccefsfuL Let not the aflies of Warrek, 
Montgomery, and the illuftrious roll of heroes, who 
died for freedom, reproach our inaftivity and want of fpirit, 
in not compleating this grand fuperftrufture ; the pillars of 
which have been cemented with the richeft blood of America, 
May that fame ardor, which has rendered America famous, 
ftill continue, and looking forward to thofe happy days of 
liberty and peace, which ourpofterity fhall enjoy, let us 
exalt at the thought, that future generations, while they 
reap the glorious fruits of our ftruggles, will rife up and 
call us blciTed^ 
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By William Tudor, Esq^ 



Sed et ilia propago 



Contemhtrlx fuperum fa'vaque a^vidiffima cadis 
Et "violentafuit. 

Ov. M. L. X. F. 5* 
Whatever fecondary props may rife 
From politics^ to build trie public peace. 
The bafis is, the manners of the land, YouNG, 

Fat.hers, Countrymen, Friends, 

*' ^Tp^ HAT maa was born to delude and be deluded; 
X to believe whatever is taught, and bear whatfo- 
cycr is impofed ;*' arc political dogmas which have long 
afforded matter for exultation and fecurity to dignified 
villains, from the fceptered tyrant, to the meaneft 
minion of power. But however confirmed they may have 
Lccn, by the paffive conduft of the greateft part of 
mankind, you, my fellow-citixens, thank God, you arc 
an excepMon to tlieir truth. The numerous, the refpefta- 
ble artembly which now croud this hallowed temple, are 
an exalted exception to maxims as difgraceful as they are 
general. Ever vigilantly attentive to the facred, jinalicn- 
able rights of man ; equally ftudious in the glorious prin- 
ciples of liberty as intrepidly determined to preferve in- 

P 2 violate 
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Violate the Ineftimable previlc^ges (he bellows ; yoa are 
now convened, not merely to commemorate this annivcr- 
verfary, but foiemnly to renew the refolves, which free- 
dom, wiidom, virtue, honor infpi re : and not barely to 
reiblve, but I trull, fteadily to purfue the execution of re- 
folutions which have refulted from deliberate invclligatioa 
and full couviciion. 

To fo intelligent, To well informed an audyory. It muft 
be unneceffary to deduce the origin of civil fociety, which 
founded in reciprocal advantage, and fpringing from fo- 
cial virtue, on the combined necefiities and afliftance of 
indiviuals built the general happinels — a happinefs thus 1 
inftituted, nothing but public fpirit, and a union of force 
and of council can prefer ve ; 1 mutt therefore requeft your 
indulgence whilit 1 rather point out thofe evils which the 
concurrent experience of ages and nations prove to be fub- 
vernv * of every good propofed from civil compad. Little 
folicituus of rhetorical applaufe, 1 fhall ofter you my feiui- 
ments as they arife warm from a heart devoteil to the inte* 
refts of this my parent country, in language that becomes 
a freeman to ufe when addreSing a free aflembly. 

Similar caufes will forever operate like eifefts in the 
political, moral, and phyCcal world : thofe vices which ru- 
med the illuftrious republics of Greece, and the niighf) 
commonwealth of Rome, and which are now ruining Gr -at- 
Britain, io late the firil kingdom of Europe, mull eventu- 
ally overturn everv State, uJicie their deleterious influence 
is fuflered topre\ail. Need I add that luxury, corruption, 
and Handing armies are thofe dwilrudive efficients ? 

Luxury, no fooner finds admittance into a ftatc than 
fhe becomes the parent of innumerable evils, public and 
domi«:ilic ; her coiitaiMou^ iiitlueiice is ibon felt in ocietv, • 
atid her baneful effects difcavered by a general diffipiitinn 
of mamiers and a declcnfioa of private virtue, wJiivh be- 

gets 
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gets cfFcminate h;::1>its^ and by a natural gradation a bafe 
pliability of i'pirit. 

Luxury is ever the foe of independence, for at the 
fame time that it creates artificial wants it precludes the 
jneans of latisfying them. It firil makes men neceffitous, 
and then dependant. It firft unfits men for patriotic ener- 
gies, and foon tcniches them to conilder /z^^//r virtue as a 
fublic jejft. 

At fuch a period, corruption finds an cafy accefs to 
mens' hearts. To the promotion of interefted purfuits, 
and the gratification of voluptuous wilhes, a ready facri- 
iice is made of the general good at the Ihrinc of power* 
Then ilumbers that virtuous jealoufy of public men and 
public mcafurcs, which was wont to fcrutinize not only 
aftions but motives : then nods that aftive zeal, which, 
with eagle eye watched, and with nervous arm defended the 
conftitution. Every day new inroads are made upon pub- 
lic liberty, while encroachments, like temptations, grow 
more frequent and more dangerous in proportion as the 
power of refiftance decreafes. Thus before a nation is 
completely deprived of freedom, Ihe mull be fitted for 
jlavcry by her vices. 

Generally, but not always, for we have knowa a 
people ruled by a defpot, who, from a private llation,rofe to 
uncontioled dominion, at a time when they were lleruly 
virtuous. And this mode of introducing bondage is ever 
to be apprehended at the clofe of a fuccefsful ftruggle for 
liberty, when a triumphant army, elated with victories, 
and headed by a popular General, may become nor? for-^ 
miilable tlian the tyrant that has been expelled. Witnefs 
the iaft ccitury in the Englilh hillory ! witnefs the af- 
piripg Cromwkll ! 

Ttt;s audacious citizen^ iutruftpd by his cx)untry with 

the 
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the command of her armies, to chafHze the man whom pre-r 
vious folly * had enthroned, and who foon prefumcd to treat 
his fubjed,as ail kiags arc wont to do, witji contempt andinju- 
r)',had no fooner dilputched the fooliili, imperious monarch, 
than he attempted to fuccced him : with a Itttlc manage- 
ment, he foon found his army as difpofed to regi/^ him, as 
they had been to depofc Charles. With thefe mercenary 
affociates at his heels, he appeared in the fynod of the 
State, and dared with force dilplace the moil glorious band 
of patriots that ever led a tyrant from his throne to a 
fcaffbld. Not content with this enormous outrage upon the 
conrtitution, this annihilaiinij ftroke upon the tottering 
liberties of his country, for a time, to keep up the form of 
a popular government and to bring parliament into 
contempt, he convened an li'^.jfc of commons, conllituted 
entirely of his own creatures. They met, and in a 
few months difcovered that they were utterly une(jual 
to the pofts they were raifed to, they therefore petitioned 
their mailer to difiblve them. Cromv/el! <];ranted their re- 
quell, anj became fole t\rant of three kiagdoms. Tyrant 
— for ofv/hat conleqaence is it by what f^yle or under what 
modihcation dclpuifm operates to t)ie public wrong-— 
dictator, king, protestor, it is not the appellation we re- 
probate, though even that we Ihould guard aj^-xinft, but the 
thing. Who but mufl own that Cromv/clUuncLr tiie name 
of prott^%r, was as abiuluie a defpot as he could huv^ beea 
with any other title ? 

The firft Cxfar aifordi) us ano:her inllance among the 

thoufands 

4 

^ If n man in private life, fp/Js hu ohkji [qh cvi uitot or a rafcal^ 
it ?naj Jifpoji oj kis cjuite amo/i^ his viler chiLlren ; but if thi 
teir afpannt (In lrr('Jiiar^ mnnarfhtc^) to a crc-^KUy rr: in- 
ttritafwe i?t n.<:hiih millions arc iKttrtfe.ij (urns out lo oe a block- 
head cr a i^ilLib:^ JhJi it' mvfi it ti.i hiry;, Icafufi' fuck is the 
hie of fucCiJIiOd ifii!f!ijlf!i/ b,> iaiv, — tU^je il:e Jcvj pnncfs 
nuho have //<:/ I'tin (iibu' tie fcur^e w Jf^race ^Z' the kin^iti^mS' 
tkty hii^ie ridcd. 
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thoufands which hlftory holds uj> to our vi€\v, to teach us 
what bold and unprincipled fpirits have efFeclcd by the aid 
of armies. This ambitious fubjedt having been for fevcral 
years engaged in the hvmane^ x\\q foldieriy empldjrment of 
llaughteringhis fellow nu'n,and in extending his conqueiU 
over countries which he had not even a pretence to invade ; 
this Ci^far,who boaftcd that he had flain a million of men*, 
was at length ordered home by tne fenate to anfwer to 
fome charges pgrinlt his conduct. He knew that at Aich 
an interview his Iword would be Kij ablefl: advocate. lie 
therefore led his veteran legions, *' nothing loth^^'^ againft 
his country ; parted the rubicon ; fought his way to Rome ; 
plunged a dagger in her vitals ; impioufly trampled oa 
herdeareft rights ; and fei/ed on empire crlmfoned, exe- 
crable paricide ! crimfoncd with the richeft blood of 
Rome's bell citizens ! 

Too late the patriot poniard reachM the#iitot's hearT. 
Cxfar fell— alas ! the republic had fallen beiore. Rome 
changed her governors, but t!ie tyranny remained. The 
fame armj^ that had enabled Julius to triumph over the 
liberties of his country, led the cars of Oc tavius, An- 
thony and Lepidus, through fe; * of Roman blood, 
and bad the curfed triumvirate divide an enflaved world 1 

If Rome could have been faved, Brutus and his vir- 
tuous aflbciates would have faved her ; but a Handing ar- 
my, and a perpetual didator, were, and ever will, prove 
too hard for the patriotic few. Learn hrnce, my country- 
men, that a ftivte may frnk fu low in flavery that even vir- 
tue itfelf cannot retrieve her. From thefe examples, pru- 
dence diftatcr — rcjtjl t eginnings. A free and wile people 
will nc' zv fuffer any citi/ca to become too populai — much 

lefs 

* Vlutarch fays that Cafur coiiil bcafl, that he hadfuiin a rnilUan 
o/ mcn^gii^vt a milii'jH tlfir Ubtrij^ and mr.Ar a fnilllon prifoners^ 

V'uU r^ui* In 'Vit, tiff. 
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left too poweriTul. A man maybe formidable to the confti- 
tution cvcii h-. his virtues* 

Bu T vvh/ do f ktcp your attention fixed on remote tranf- 
si^ions f ovr osvn tim':3 furnifh additional and convincing 
proof?; of ih<i dofliadive confcquences of political cor- 
ru^tiuu and nicrceiiaiy armies. 

SwriJ^N, the braveft, hardieft, frecft nation of thf; 
north— Sweden, in one hour, was plunged from the dili- 
tinguiflied in*lf,hts of liheriy into abject vafialage. Wf\at 
ties can bind a king ? fcnixc had Gustavus the third af- 
cendcd the throne of limited moiarchv ; fcarce had the roofs 
of the fenate houfe ceafed to reverberate the iniidious ac« 
cents of his inaugurat'on fpcech ♦, whi.fl: yet venerable re- 
prefentatives of their country were fondly anticipating^ the 

^ bleflins;s 

jfijk w 

* Thh ftecch is hferted at Urj^r, ^^t only hecanfe it is fraupt 
nmtb excenent advice^ hut alfo to jbe^io hoi¥ Utile reliance ought to 
he placed on coronation fpeeches. 
IThe king of S^ivcden" s fpeech to the States on the \ft ofjmie^ i77J» 

You are this da^ i*Jemhled^ in order to confirm in the manner cf 
your anccftors^ the bandgfunim <which tics you to me^and 7ne toyoMp 
and both to the njuhcle commonwealth ; atv muj} therefore remember^ 
^ith the vtofl fcnfible gratitude ^ the benevolence of the Almighty^ 
nvho has ordered things f, that this "very ancient kingdom of the 
JS^zvedes and Got hi isjiill exiJUng^ after fo many foreign ^ a* vjell as 
national fhocksy and that /, in the throne of ?ny anceftors^^ can yet 
addrefs free and independent States, 

A^ured of your hearts^ moR fincerely propofing to merit them^ and 




^hr^e^ and nvho^ not affured of the hearts cf his fnhjtuis^ i^ con-^ 
Jlrained tD reign cnfy hy the force of lanvs^ avhen he cannot hy the 
lonje of his fuhjctis ! 

I need not fut you in ptind of ibe nueightinefs of the en^agemefU 
you (irsi goif!g to take \ the States of Six^idgn kuQw btfl the ^'a/^«^ 
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blcfllngs that would arife from the reign of fo wife, fo gra-' 
cioii> a king — The unblufliing parricijle furrouitded, with an 
nrmed holl, the temple in which the feiLite war> affembled, 
planted his cannon againll the gates, and with the fwords 
of his guards at the throats of the fenators, demanded im- 
mediate abfolution from his coronation oath, by which he 
ud moli facredly bound himielf to preferve inviolate the 

Q^ laws 

r^ their duty to item/eh is atidfhe common^vealfh ; moY concord ani 
kartnonv i'ver urfiteyour hearts j way foreign anexv^ and privati 
gain ever be facrijiced to public intereji \ may this alone he a per-* 
petualbond ofmmn amongjiyou \ and:^:ay the ambition of any part 
ofyoUy ne<vt'^ raif: any fuch difurhances as rr.ay endanger the free^ 
d9m and indepsndency of the nx^hole commonnvealtb ! 
Gentlemen 9/';;;;r houfe offtohles^ 

frefernje akv^-^ys the honor and intrepUity of your ancejiors j be 
M exa$nple to joir feUouj-citizens 5 and, as you are the firfi order^ 
Iff the kingdom^ hf dfo the firfi in inrtue and lo^ue of your countr^^ 
Good men cj the re vcrend order of clergy ^ 

May mutual frienJjhip and pcace^ obejience to the laws, r^- 
werence to God and the kwg^ bear avitnefs to me and the country^ 
if your zeal in the exuu^.on of the facred ojfice with nvbicbyou mri 
intrujled f 

Good men of the refpeBable order of burghers, 

Strive aki'ays with your fellow-fuhjei^s ^ivho fball contribute tbi, 
mofi to the public good $ may the fruits of the extenfrje Jhare which 
belongs toyoUy he rineral credit and confidence, ufeful inflitutions^ 
frt^al living, ana moderate gain, which ie/zd to fun and certain 
wealth. 

Good men ofthi worthy order ofpeafants. 

May piety, diligence^ temperance, and old Swedijh faith and mo^ 
defly, be theftrongefi confirmation of the honor always ^^/^ to that 
$rder which gi'vesfuhfifiance to all the others ; an honor 'which the 
Swedijh peajlints have at all times attained. 

This is all I ajk of you, when you obferve this, you perform in the 
bifi manner, that duty to me, and your country, which, according tg 
the Swedijh laws^ 1 now call upon you to confirm by oath. 

For an hifiorica! account of this revolution, vid. gentleman's ma^ 
laxine yiri 7 7 1 , page 397, figf ^. Tor the Swidi/b conjlitution, <vid. 
the abbot y^rtot. 
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Uwn and liberties of the Swedes ! aftonilhing that a ftrip* 
pliag, whofe language breathed the glowing fentiments of 
enthufiallic generofity,fo natural to youth, could* with fuch 
£cility, iet at defiance all that is held facred, honorable, 
and obligatory among men ! but the luft of domination, Co 
natural to human nature, will ever prove too hard for the 
checks of confcience and the diftates of right, whea a fa* 
vorable opportunity prefents to gratify it. Guftavus^ 
knowing that the army were ready to affift his iniquitous 
defigns (as all Handing armies are to promote dcfpotifm, 
becaufe under fuch a fyftcm of rule, foldien muft ba nc- 
cefTary and confequently favored) the barriers raifed by 
jullice and his plighted faith to Sweden, became flight 
indeed. Force backed inclination, and Guftavus changed 
circumfcribed authority, for unconfined fovereignty ♦• 

Let Qs now turn our eyes to that nation whom wc once 
^Id love, and with whom we had yet been friends had not 
an unparalleled feries of folly and cruelty compelled us to 
renounce the pleafmg relationlhip. A fliort retrofpeft of 
whofe public conduft,fubfequent to the laft war, will aflford 
many aijd important inltrudions. 

In 1 763 peace was rcftored after a war of fevcn yearSp 
Hiccefshilly waged in every quarter of the globe. At that 
period what an unrivalled figure did Great-Britain Itand 
amjongft the nations ! great beyond all former example, in 
arms, in commerce and in wealth. Not a corner of the 
cartli but had witnefTed her atchievements. Wherefoever 
ihe direfted her armies, viftory and conqucft attended ; 
whim her irrcfillabie navy, thundering over every ocean, 
not only fubdued, but annihilated the fleets of her cne- 
lilies. 

Triumphant 

^ For a coMplete JyJIem ofJefpotiffftJei the lex regi i of Denmark, 
tQnJlituted by fr0iUrit:k ji/, in iGC$yanJpHtliJbeJ l*j Cbrijlian $tb, 
£// x6Sj, 
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Tr T u M p H .\ N T in war, nor Icfs diftinguifhcd In peace; 
In many of the polite, in moft of the ufcful arts and fciences, 
fijperior to her neighbours. In commerce unequalled ; no. 
a fca but bore, not k wind hut wafted her countleis ihips, 
laden with the riches of the earth, and made her crouded 
ports the marts of the world. Late glorious nation, how 
are thou fallen, how loft ! from fo envied, fo ftupendous aa 
height, by the perverted will of thy infatuated monarch* 
and the pernicious counfels of his nefarious minifters. 
Driven to the fearful edge of ruin, wc now behold thee 
tottering o'er the gulph of annihilation, whilft France and 
her allies urge thee over the irremeable ftecp ! 

When we confider the capital defefts in the Englifii 
conftitution — the charaifter of her prcfcnt weak and ambi- 
tious monarch — the luxury, diflipation and venality of her 
influential men, we fhall ceafe to wonder at her dcclenfion 
iand prcfent circumftances. 

In a limited monarchy, where the prince as fupreme ex^ 
ecutive magiftratc, and firft branch of the legillature, ia 
inverted with the important prerogative of making peace 
and war ; is confiituted the fole fountain of honor, and be- 
comes the ex'clufive difpofer of every lucrative and ho* 
norable appointment, civil, eccleCaftic, and military ; hit 
influence becomes too enormous to be compatible with the 
public libf-Tty : but iftofuch extravagant powers (by a 
fatal error in the conftitution, placed in the hands of the 
prince) he fliould fuperadda deteftablc fyftem of corruption 
to bribe the reprefentatives of the people (a fyftem which^ 
during the reign of his prefent Britannic mujclly,hath been 
urged to us utmoft pofllble extent) the vvorft fpecies of 
vafialage muft enfue. That cquipclit between the rc- 
fpedive branches of the legiilaturc (in which the ibeming, 
the theoretic excellence of the Engliih conftitution confifts) 
will be totally deftroyed ; the executive will involve the 
powers o: che legiflalive, and whilft the letter and for- 

(J^z aulilicl 
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malltlcs of theconftitution are retained, its fpirit and in- 
tendment will be tot^ly loil. An ab/olutely arhitraryy 
with the forms of z,fr<ie government (that word and furcft 
of all tyrannies) will gradually fucceed and be finally 
^llabliftied, unlefs a total revolution ir happily cffeded by 
the timely txertions of the people, before the defpot has 
ilrengthened himfelf with a mercenary army, and forever 
clOiiiii their chains. 

But this tyranny is already ellablilhe J in Great-Britain . 
for what hopes can Britons entertain qf effefting a revo- 
lution, whilft the crown, by the multiplicity of gifts in its 
power, can maintain an infamous majorit/ in each houfe 
of parliaraeqt, to le^ijalizc, and a Handing army to enforce 
its projefts, however imperious, inhuman or unjuft. In 
vain, a fv*v.' wife and virtuous men fee and lament their 
diihonoraole fituation — an army of forty thoufand foldiers, 
in lime of pence, and a Hill more numerous band of place- 
men and peufioners, properly difpofed throughout the 
kingdom, effeftually Hide in their birth every effort of 
patriotifm to rellore the conltitution to its primeval prin- 
ciples. 

Such is the beaded conPitution, fuch the prince, and 
fuch the prefent condition of the people of Britain. Un- 
hapny nation, thus conftitutioiially enflaved-^thus legally 
inviOie,! unworthy defcendants of illuftrious anccflors-^ 
thus to fufFer your moft CiTcntial rights to be bartered aw^y, 
your government not only corri'pted, but perverted to pur- 
pofes diametrically oppofne to its original intention. An 
iioufe of commons at {\x'\ conitituted to watch over and 
prefcrve your rights and iinmuniries from the cnchroaching 
llcps of ambitious princes, you have permitted to become 
an engine in the hands of rovaltv, the more effeftually to 
ahriJ^^e or nullify thofe rights. A parliament conlbtuted 
the ftcvvards of your property, who, infteaJ of guarding it 
from the infatiable ?rafp of royal avidity, you patiently 
.fit' laviflvlngly indulging the utmoll extravagance of* regal 

profafion j 
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profufion ; granting -enormous fums for effeAing the moft 
pernicious purpofes ; traitoroufly leaguing with the fervauts 
of the crown in loading you with intolerable taxes, and, 
fharers in the fpoil, prodigally complying with the moft 
unbounded demands of minifterial rapacity, while they, at 
the fame time, treacheroufly unite to fcreen the moft in- 
famous defaulters of the public money, Inftead of bravely 
drawing your fwords in defence of youi^ freedom and na- 
tional honor, you firft tamely acquiefced in an infldious 
and ignominious * law, by which you were bafely dif- 
^med like flaves, and then, f:om ncceflity, fubmitted to 
keeping on foot, in time of peace, a ftandmg army, that, 
in time of war, had been raifed profeffedly for the defence 
of the national territories from loreign attacks — an army 
which you now behold, without (hame and without regret, 
fpreading devaftation and horror over a late peaceful and 
happy country ; and having at length difmembered the 
empire, are now attempting to reduce us to the moft infa# 
mous and moft miferable of all conditions, that of being 
the conquered valials of your weak, vindiftive, defpotic 
monarch. 

D B c E N- E R A T E fons of mighty fathers ! how poor ^$ 
the confolation for the lofs of effential rights, that you ftill 
retain the empty privilege of pafquinading your king and 
his minifters, whilft you are deftitute ^ that public fpirit 
and folid virtue which ftiould purge your corrupted govern- 
ment and reform your wretched conftitution I 

From fubjeftion to a government, thus defeAive and 
corrupt, and thus vilely adminiftered, what freeman would 
not ftruj;;gle for an emancipation ? but if there is an 
American prefent wh© can yet fecretly wifti for a reunion 
with this nation, and a Ihare in her ideal privileges,^ lee 

him 

^ T/V. Statutes at larjje^-^Particularly % Geo. %d. ch. 29, arJ 
loth Cio. 3^/. ch. 19. an.i Bkd\ Cg^n. B, z^ ch. zy.^Fot 
tie game ami jh'ej] la iv;. 
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kirn for a moment confider the innumerable indigniticit 
which, for fifteen years back, have been offered us by this 
haughty power, added to the favage barbarities which they 
have exercifed in every part of America where their army 
have made any progrefs, and he mull blufti at the Ipiritlefs, 
the ignoble fentiment. 

In 1764 the plan for ralfing a revenue from this coun- 
try was refolved on by the Britifli minillry,and their ob- 
fcquious parliament were inftruifled to pafs an ad for that 
purpofe. Not content with having for a century direfted 
the entire commerce of America, and centered its profits in 
their own ifland ; thereby deriving from the colonies every 
fobftantial advantage which the fituation and tranfmarine 
diftance of the country could aftord them ; not content 
with appointing the principal oHicers in, the different go- 
vernments, while the king had a negative upon every law 
that was enaded : not content with our fupj^orting the 
whole charge of our municipal eftablifliments, although 
their own creatures held the chief polls therein : not con- 
Jent with laying external duties upon our mutilated and 
(hackled commerce, they, by this ftatute, attempted to rob 
us of even the curtailed property, the hard-earned pcculium 
which ftill remained to us — to create a revenue for the fup- 
port of a fleet and army, in reality to overawe and fecurc 
our fubjedion, not (as they infidioufly pretended) to pro- 
teft our trade, or defend our frontiers i the £rfl of which 
they annoyed, and the latter deferted. 

After repealing this imperious edift, net bccaufe it 
was unjuil in principle, /?ut inexpedient in exercifc, they 
proceeded to declare, by a public a(5t of the whole IcgiJla- 
ture, that we had no property but wliat wdi> at their difpo- 
fal,and that Americans, in future, were to hold their privi- 
jkges and lives folely on tlie tenure of the j'ood will and 
plcafure of a Britifli parliament. Aih finm followed cor- 
jefpondcnt to this righteous determination, which, not 

quadrating 
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quaJratinf!^ wxCi American ideas of right, juftice and rea-* 
foiT, a fleet and army were fent to give them that force, 
which laws receive when promulgated from the months of 
cannon, or at the points of bayonets. 

We then firft fiaw our harbour crowded with hoftilc 
Ihips, our (Irects with fokuers— foldiers accuftomed to 
confider military prowefs as iliC llandard of excellence, and 
vain of the fplended pomp attendant on regular armies, they 
contcmptuoufly looked down on our peaceful orders of 
citizens. Conceiving themfelves more powerful, they af- 
fumed a fuperiority v/nich they did not feel ; and whom 
they coul3 not but envy, they efrcifled to defpife. Perhaps, 
\ kiwwing they were fent > and believing they werr able to 
fubdue us, they thought it was not longer neceflary to ob- 
ferve anv meafarcs with *.aves— hence . that arrogance in 
the carnage of the officers — hence that licentioufnefs and 
brutality in the common foldicrs, which at length broke 
out with infuffcrable violence, and proceeding to perfonal 
infults and outragious affauUs on the inhabitants, foon rou* 
fed them to refentment,ani produced the catallrophe which 
we now commemorate. The immediate horrors of that 
diftrefsful night • have been fo often and fo ftrikingly 
painted, that I ihall notagaia wring your feeling bofoms with 
theaffefting recital : to the faithful pen of hiilory I leave 
them to be reprefented as tie horrid prelude to thofe more 
cxtcnfive tragedies, whiclM, under the direction of a moft 
obdurate and fanguinary piince, have fmce been afted in 
every corner of America /here his armies have been able 
to penctrati. 



Hecaten njocai alwa^ fievam 



Altera Tijiphoncn fcrpcntts^ atquc nj'nieres 
Inftrnas crrare Canes ; Limamqui rubentcm^ 
Nc Joret bis Tef'u fojt ma^na latere Je^ulcbra. 

Hoy^ L. I. S, f. 
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Our citizcRs who fell on that memorable night, falling 
oequcathcd us this falutary leflbn, written inJeliabf/ with 
their blood. Confufionj muriffrs, and mifery muji enjer he the 
t&nfejuenci of nnrcenarj fianding armies cantoned in fret 
cities* §. 

T 

My contrymeri, fafFer not the flaughtered brethren we 
now lament to have bled in vain ; let us forever retain the 
important leflbn, and they will not have incfFeftually fallen. 
Security Ihall fpring from their tom.bs, and their deaths pre- 
ferve the Ijves of citizens yet unborn. Succeeding generations 
ihall celebrate the a:ra of this annivcrfary as the epoch of 
American triumph, not as a day of fadne{*s ; and future pa- 
triots nobly envy the death of thofe, who dying taught 
their countrymen experimental wifdom. 
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ORATION, 

DELIVERED AT 

Boston, March 6, 1780. 

By Mr. Jonathan Mason, jun» 

«« Demotion to the public. Glorious flame f 

«< CeleJIial ardor I in nvhat unknonvn ivorldSf 

<* Haft thou been blejjing myriads, fince in Kome^ 

«* Old 'vir.'uous Rome, jo many deathlefs namts 

<< From thee their lufire dre^jo ? jlnce taught by thii 

<< Their po'verty put ^*>Undor to the blujh, 

** Faingren^j luxut ..., and e^in death delight, 

Thomson, vol. i. p.' 3j5# 
«« Unbleji by VI. UE, government y and league 
«* Bkomes a ci :ltng junto of the great 
«* To rob by laiv. 

** fFhat are n.vitkout it fenates, fave a face 
*« Of confutation deep and reafort free ^ 
«< IVhile the determined voice f.nd heart are fold F 
*f W^hat boafted freedom fave afouhJinjr name f 
«« And <wbat eleSlion^ but a market vile 
«♦ Of flaws felt 'bartered f Id. p. j. 

My Friends and Fellow-Citizens, 

THAT the greatnefs and profperity of a peopla 
depend upon the proportion of public fpirit and the 
love of virtue, which is found to exift among them, feemi 
to be a maxim eftablifhcd \ 4 the urtiverfal confcnt, and \ 
■ay fay, experience of all ages. 

R Mai^ 
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Ma?7 1$ formed with a conftitutkm wonderfulfy adRptcd 
for fecial convcrfe and connexion. Scarcely ulhcrcd into 
the world, but his wants teach him his inability, of him- 
felf, to provide for them. Wrapt in aftoniflimcnt, with 
an anxiety inexpreffible, the folitary exiftant looks around 
for the aid of fome friendly neighbour, and ihould he per- 
chance meet the deiircd objeft ; ihould he find one, cnaow- 
tid with intelledual faculties, befet with the fame wants 
andweakneffes^ and in all refpefts the very rmageof hiai« 
ielf ; fhould he find him with a heart open to mutual kind 
offices, and a hand Ilretched out to bellow a proportioa 
of his labor, with a bofom glowing with gratitude, his foul 
is on the wing to expref$ the fenfe he entertains of the 
generous obligation. 

A CONFIDENCE IS eftabli(hed between hin? and hit 
benefaftor, they ftvear perpetual friendlhip, and ar corn- 
pad for mutual proteftion and affiflance becomes imper- 
ccptably confented to. Thus doubly armed, together they 
purfue their morninf^ route to fatisfy thufc demands only 
which nature reminds tkem of, and while the ingenuity of 
the one is exercifed to enfpare,the ftrength of the other is^ 
perhaps, employed to fubdue their vigorous opponent* 

Their little family foon encreafes, and as their fbcial 
Xing becomes gradually enlarged, their obligations to each 
other are eq»aily circular. Honeft induftry f/aT»ly teaches 
them that a part only is fufficicnt to provide for the whole, 
and that a portion of their time may be ^ared to cull 
the conveniences as well as appeafe the wants of nature. 
Property and perfonal fecurity appear to be among the firll 
objeds of their attention, and aclcnowledged merit receivei 
the unanimous fuifrage to prefidc guardian over the rights 
and privileges of thth infant focicty. Tlie advantages 
derived are in a moment expi»jnenced. Their little policy, 
ereftcd upon the bread bafis of equality » they know of no 
fuferrority but that which virtue and tJbe lore of the whole 

demaads ; 
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demands ; and while« with chearfulneft, they entruft to his 
care a certain part of their natural rights, to fecure the 
remainderi the agreement is mutual^ and th^ obligation 
upon his part equally folemn and binding to refign them 
hack, either at the inftance and requeft of their fovereign 
pleafure^ or whenfoever the end ihould be perverted KAr 
which he received them. 

iKTEGRiTYof heart, benevolence of difpofition, the lovie? 
of freedom and public fpirit, are confpicuous excellencies ift 
this feled neighbourhood. Lawlefs ambition is without a 
friendj^and the infinuating profefTional pleas of tyrants, ever 
accompanied by the magnincence and fplendor of luxury^^ 
are unheard of among them ; but fimple in their manners^ 
and honeft in their intentions, their regulations are but 
few and thofe expreffive, and without the aid of extrenie re- 
finement f, by a. univcrfal adherance to the fpirit of their 
confiitution, and to thofe glorious principles from which 
that fpirit originated, we find them attaining real glory— 
we find them crowned with every blefling that human na- 
ture hath ever known of— we find them in the pofleffion of 
that fummit of folid happinefs that univerfal depravity will 
admit of. R 2 Patriotismi 

^ A mdJe of living ahon;e a matCs annual income^ nviaiens tbs 
fate^ by nducing to po'verty not only tbi fquandersrs themfel'ves^ 
but many innoant and indufirious perfons conneQed ^wittj tbem. 
Luxury is abo^ve all pernicious in a cotmmrcialfiate. Sballpro* 
ftsfatisjy tbi frugal and indufiri9USj but the luxurious defpife al-- 
mop ev^ry branch of trade but njjhat returns great profits. 

Home's hilh of man, p« 113. vol. 2« 

J4 the Ja'vage ft ate man is ahnoft all body njutth a ^ery fmall pro-* 
portion of mind. In the maturity of ci'vil fociety^ ke is complete 
both in mind and ho(^. In a jtate of degeneracy bj luxury an J 
ojoluptuoufnefs^ be has neither mind nor body. Id. 1 14.. 

f There are njcry fenx: la\Cs which are not good while the fiat^. 
refetins its principles. 

Monttfq. 6. i. 6. xa. 
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Patriotism is eflential to the prcfervatlon and wdU 
being of every free government. To love one's country*' 
has ever been efteemed honorable ; and under the influence 
of this nobicpaffion, every focial virtue h cultivated, frcc^ 
dom prevails tnrough the whole, and the pi^blic good i$ 
the objet5l of ?ver) one's concern. A conftitution built up- 
on fuch principles, and put in execution by men poj(reffe4 
with the iove of virtue* and their fellow-men, muft always 
cr/urc happinefs to its members. The induftry of the citin 
zcn will receive encouragement and magnanimity ; hero-! 
ifm and benevolence v./ill be efteemed the admired qualifi- 
cations of thr age. Every the leaft invafion pn the publiq 
Ijjhertv, is ronildered as an infringement on that of the 
fubjedt ; and feeling himfclf roufed at the appearance of 
oppre/Tion, with a divine enthufiafm he flies to oj^y the 
fummous of his country, and does flie but requeft, with zeal 
he rcfigns the life of the individual for the perfervation of 
the whole. 

Without fomc portion of this generous principle, anar^ 
chy and confufion would immediately enfue, the jarring in- 
terefts of individuals, regarding themfelves only, and indif- 
ferent to the welfare of other5, would llill further heighten 
the di lire fiing fcene, and with the afliftance of the felfi(h 
paffions, it would end in the ruin and fubverfion ofthi 
ftate. But where patriotiim is the leading principle, una- 
Tiimity is conTpicuous in public and private councils. The 
conilitJtion receives for its ftability the united efforts of 
every individual, and revered for its jufticc, admired for 
its pjincipli!, and formidable for its ftr^ngth, its fame 
/"eaciies to the fkies. 

Should 

* T/*/ amor pat ride er patrictifm Jiands at the head of focial af 
f{£lionsy and fo high in our efteemj that no aSlions but ivh at proceed 
from it^ are termihed grand or heroic. It triumphs over everji 
frlfijh moti/vey is a j\r?n fupport to tvery "virtue^ and ^vhtre^ver it 
prevails the morals o^^ the people are found to he pure cina :vrre8. 

liluntnts of Critkifm^ 
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Should wc look into the hillt ry of the anticnt rcpb* 
lies, we fhall find theixi a ftriking ixamplc of what I hwe 
^erred, and in no part of their pro^T;refs to grcatncfs, r ro- 
ducing fo many illuftrious actions, anci advancing fo rap dly 
in the road to glory, as when aftuated by public fpirif, and 
the love of their country. The GiC^ks in particular ever 
held fuch fipntiments as thefe in the higl^cll vcnerrtion, and 
with fuch fentiments as thefe alone they flbbliflied their 
freedom, and finally conquered the innumerable armies of 
the eaft. 

Whrn Xerxes*, the ambitious prince of Perfia, vainly 
thinking that nature and the wtry elements were fubjed to 
his controul, inflamed with the thouthts of conqueft, threat- 
ning the feas, fliould they refill, with his difpleafure, and 
the mountains, Ihould they oppofe his progrels : when, af- 
ter having collefted the armies of the then known world 
under his banners, he entered the bowels of Greece, lead- 
ing forth his millions, refolutely bent upon the dellruftion 
and extirpation of this fmall hut free people ; what do wo 
perceive to be their conduft upon fo alarming an occafion ? 
CO they tamely fubmit without a ftruggle ? do ♦^hey aban- 
don their property, their liberties, and their country, to 
the fury of thefe mercilefs invaders ? do they meanly fup- 
pHcate the favour, or intreat the humanity of this haughty 
prince ? no ! fenfible of the juftice of their caufe, and that 
valor is oftentimes fuperior to numbers ; undaunted by the 
appearance of this innumerable hoft, and fired with the 
glorious zeal, they, with one voice, refolve to eftablifli their 
liberties, or perifh in the attempt. 

View them at the moment when the armies of their 
enemies, like an inundation, over fprcad their wholo 
Greecian territory ; when oppreflion fccmed as thoug^ 
collefting its mighty force, and liberty lay fettered at the 

fiiiijie 

^ H^rocl C. y. C, 56, 99- and Rollin An. Hif. 
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Ihrine of ambition; then (hone forth the heavenly principle^ 
then flamed the fpirit of the patriot, and laying afide all 
fentiments of jealoufly, as though favored with the pro- 
phetic wifdom of heaven, with brawry unexampled, they I 
charge their foe, and fighting in defence of their country j, j 
fuccefs crowns the virtuous attempt. With three hundred 
Lacedimonians *, one only of whom was lett to tell the 
fate of thefe intrepid men to their weeping country, they 
conquered the combined force of the whole eaflern worW. 

Th e privileges and immunities of the States ofHollanJ-ff 
after a conteft of forty \ carjij in which they withftood the 
exertions of their powerful neighbours, being ellablilbed ■ 
by the force of this iinjjle principle, which appears to pre- \ 
vail both in the fenate and the field, might alfo be ad- 
duced in fupport of what I have advanced, but, my fellow- 
countrymen, we ca;inot want additional proofs ; the living 
hiftory of our own tirties, will carry conviftion to the latelt 
pofterity, that no Hate, that no community, I may fay that 
no family, nay even that no individual can pofnbly flouriflt 
and be happy, v^ithout fome portion of this facred fire. 
It was this that raifed Jmerica from being the haunt of the 
lavage, and the dwelling-place of the beail, to her pre- 
fent ilatc of civilization and opulence : it was this that hath 
ilipported her under the fcvcrcll tryals ; it was this that 

taught 

^ Tkefe brave LaaAimonians thought it bscome thfm nvlo <iv£re 
the chiciji foldiers of the chief people of Greece^ to de<vote themfeh^s 
to certain dtcithj in order to make the ? erfians fenfxble honv dtfficuh 
it is to reduce Jreemen iojlaveryy and to teach the reji of Greece^ by 
their example ^ either tv 'vanqiiiJJj or to perijh, A tnonument nvas 
f[fteriuards ercded to the niemorj of Leonidas and thofe 'who fell 
ivith him at ThermopjU ; upon uuhich mas this infcription ; 

Die. hofpesj iparta nes te hie nndijfe jacentes 

Dfvn, janctis patria' legibus obfeq:umin\ 

ROLLiNf 

t Ttmple^s ibfiri^dtfie^:. 
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taught her forts^to fight, to conquer and to die in fupport 
of freedom and its bleffings ; and what is it, but this ar- 
dent love of liberty, that has induded you, my fellow- 
citizens, to attend on this folemn occafion, again to en- 
courage the ftrcams of fenfibility, and to liften with fo 
much attention and candor to one of the youngcft of your 
fellow-citizens, whofe youth and inability plead powerfiilly 
againft him, while the annual tribute is paid to the me- 
mory of thofe departed citi*:ens, who fell the lirft facrifices 
to arbitrary power. Check not fuch generous feelings. 
They are the fruits of virtue and humanity, and while the 
obligations you remain under to thofe unhappy men, lead 
you to Ihed the fympathetic t«ar, to dwell with pleafure 
upon their memories, and execrate the caufes of their death, 
remember that you can never repay them. Ever bear it 
in your miuds, that fo implicit was the confidence you 
willingly placed in that country, that owed to you her 
afFeftion, that notwithilanding the iatrodudion of that in- 
human weapon of tyrants Into the very heart of your peace- 
ful villages, you IHII y/o\x\A fain rely on their deceitful 
affertioas, and paint the deformed monller to your ima- 
ginations as the miniver of peace and protedlion. Men 
bom in the bofom of liberty, living in the exercife of the 
focial afFcftions in their full vigor, having once fixed them 
upon particular objects, they are not hallily eradicated* 
Unaccultomed to fport with, and wantonly facrifice thefe 
fenfire overflowings of the heart, to run the career of paf- 
fion and blinded luft, to be familiar with vice, and fneer 
at virtue ; to furprife innocence by deceitful cunning, and 
affumc the (hade of friendflup to conceal the greater en- 
mity, you could not at once realize the fixed, the deli- 
berate intennon of fhoCc from whom you expedled freedom^, 
to load vc/u with flavery and chains, and not till infult re- 
peatcd upon infult ; not till oppreflion ilalked at nocn-day 
through e^^ery avenue in your cities : nay, not till the blood 
of your pea^cfu^ brethren flowed through your ilreets, was 
the invcnvomed fcrpent to be difcovercd in the bullies : not 
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till a general trefpafs had been made upon the ketnek 
feelings of human nature, and the wixlowed mother was 
fummoned to entomb the cold remains of her affeftionate 
ion ; tht virtuous bofom to rcfign its tender partner, and 
focial circles their neareft friends ; could yoti poffibly con«* 
vince yourfelves that you and J^ritain were to be friends no 
more* Thrice happy day ! the confequences of which have 
taught the fons of America that a proper exercife of public 
fpirit and the love of virtue hath been able to furprifc and 
baffle the moil formidable and moil po\yerful tyranny ott 
earth. 

Patriotism is a virtue which will eVer be univerfally 
admired, even by thofc incapable of poireiTing it. Its hap-^ 
py efFeds are equally vifiole in individuals as in Itates> 
and if we bellow a moment's refleftion upon the heroes 
of antiquity, who have been defervedly celebrated by fuc- 
ccediag generations, both for their abilities and conduft, 
wefhall find that the true fourceof tJheir grcatnefs was this 
fpirit of freedom, and their inviolable attachment to the 
intereft of their country* 

With in attentive iilencewd llfteh to thr hiibrim 
while he relates to us the integrity of conduft, the in- 
vincible courage, the earneft glow of foul, and the ardent 
love of liberty which was exhibited in tho lives of thdfe 
illuilrious men, and fo great were their virtues that we 
are fcarcc able to credit them, but as the dreams of fancyi 
or the iiflions of the ingenious* 

It is recorded of the celebrated Timoleon*, general oft 
(Qorinth, that notwithftanding he was bleft with a tempef 
fingularly humane, and with feelings that were ever rou- 
fed at the mifcries of his fellow-mcn, he loved his coun- 
l/y fo pdiTionately, that after making ufc of ©very argu* 

ment 
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tn6nt in his power to convince an elder brother of lus er- 
ror, for attempting to become the tyrant of it, he devoted 
him to death ; a brother on whom lie h^acl previounv pla- 
ced his afFeflion, . and whofe life bein|; expofed td tnc fir^ 
of an enemy in a feverc battle, he had before faved at the 
jgreat rifque of his own. Even in old age, after a period 
of rigid retirement for twenty years, we are attraded by 
llie difmterefted condudof this exalted patriot- 

When the Syracufians, groaning under tvciy fpecies of 
cruelty^ which lull, avarice and ambition could iafli(3:t 
lupplicatcd their generous neighbours for tiffiftantfe, to 
alleviate thofe miferies they themfclvcs had beien expofed 
to. Timoleon, urged to accept the cominand of the 
fcorinthiaa auxiliaries, at firft hefitated, his age, his 
manners, his private happinefs and the endearments of 
his family forbid it ; but lenfible that he was but a mem- 
ber of the community, and ftung by the cries of innocence^ 
Iiis incUnatioas were but of trivial moment in competif^'oii 
with his duty. 

View him at the head of his chofen army, aflcmbled t^ 
plead tiie caufe of fufFering virtue. In poiTcffion of arms 
and of power, if inclined to pervert them, are his princi- 
ples changed with his Hat ion ? are his thoughts bent oji 
conqueft or on death ? or does he entertain a fecret wifh tc* 
feize the moment of confidence, and build his greatnef« 
upon the ruin of the diftrefled, to remove one tyrant to 
reinllate another f no, but fired with a generous glow of 
f)ul, fired with the manly fentiments of freedom, with ad 
implacable hatred to opprefiion of all kinds, he maixijes 
Kis troops to the deliverance of his afRiiiled people, and 
with a firmnefs becoming foldiers, fighting under the 
ftandard of liberty, after a feries of fatigue and toil, har- 
ralTmg marclies and fierce confliifts, he dethrones the tyrant, 
aad is procluii^cd the <Jeliverer of Syracufe. — Having n?- 
(iqiiid trancjuUity to thij unhappy country^ repeoplcd their 

S cities* 
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titles, rtvivcd their laws, and difpenfcd jnftice to all ranks 
andclaffes, he refigncd his command, and retreated once 
again to the private walks of life, accompanied with the 
grateful acknowledgments of millions as the patron of their 

liberty and the faviour of their country. Happy man ! 

endowed with fuch a noble foul, prone to feel for the mis- 
fortunes, and rejoice in the happinefs of his fellow-creatures 

But why need we refort to diftant ages to furnifh us 
with iltances of the efFefts of patriotifm upon individuals ? 
will not the prefent day afford at leaft one illullrious ex- 
ample toour purpofe ? yes, my fellow-countrymen, AxMe« 
RICA, young America too, can boaft her patriots and 
heroes, men who have faved their country by their virtues, 
whofe charafters pollcrity will admire, and with a pleafed 
nttention, lillen on tiptoe to the ftory of their glorious ex- 
ertions. Let us paufe a moment only upon the feleft cata- 
logue, and take the firll upon the liit> 

View him ' i his private ftation, and here, as though 
l^rovidence, for his excellencies, had felefted him for her 
own ; from theextenfive circle of humanity, we perceive 
him enjoying her richeft difpcnfations. By an affluent 
fortune, placed beyond the reach of poverty or dependantfe, 
blefsM with the focial circle of friends, and happily con- 
nefted by yet more endearing ties ; peaceful reiieftions are 
his companions through the day, and the foothing flum- 
bers of innocence hover over his couch : charity prefixes 
fiewardof his houfhold, and the diftreffed are ever fure to 
receive from his bofom that figh which never fails to 
confole, and from his cheek the alleviating tear of fym- 
pathy. Having reached the fummit of human felicity^ be- 
yond even the pifture of his moft fanguine expeftations, 
it is indifferent to him, as an individual, whether prince 
or people rule the ftate, but nurtured in the bofom of 
fr;:ecicm, endowed with a greatnefs of foul, fwallowed up 
with public fjgirit and the loi-e of mankind, docs opprclTiofi 

fcaitct 
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fcatter her baleful prejudices, does ambition rear its guiltjr 
creft, friends *, relations and fortune are like the dull of 
the baUncc. I'he pleas of nature give way to thofe of hi^ 
country^ and urged on by heavenly motives, he flies in- 
ftantly to her relief. See him while grief diftrads his 
bofom, at the elFufion of human blood, grafn i ^^ . " ;ord of 
juftice and buckle on the harnefs of the warriOr. wje liim^ 
with fortitude unparalleled,withperfeverance indefatigable^ 
deaf to picafure and dcfpifing corruption, chearfully en- 
countering the feverett tafks of duty, and the hardiell toils 
of a military life. Modeft in prosperity, and fliininglike 
a meteor in adverfity, we behold this patriotic hero, with n 
fmall army of determined freemen, attacking, fighting and 
conquering an army compofcd qf the bravell veteran troops 

of Britain. 

And (hall we, my countrymen, (top the current of 
eratitude ? and can we forbear teftifying our joy upon the 
liiccef> of fuch fingular exertions ? (hall we feal hi^ death 
before we thank him for his feri'ices ? by no means. — Our 
acknowledgem^ent wHl irrefiftably flow from u> to this de- 
ferved obje«5l of admiration, and his very aftlons will fting 
the foul of the ungrateful wretch, until he 'h forced to ad- 
mire their luftre^ and confefs his inability to equal them# 

Some there are, who, Roman^likc, would bani(h him 
for his good conduit ; but while we copy the fpirit of this 
great people, let us not be as diligent to catch their vices^ 
Such conduct is inconfillcnt with the fentiments of freemen, 
and furely we cannot torget that he has faved our country* 

S 2 Rewards 



* Cark^nt pnnniesy/ari liberty propinquly familiares, fed om>te$ 
fimmiivi caritatts patria: uxa compkpia ejfy pro qua quh bonus duhitef 
mortem oppetcre r 
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Rewards * and punifhments art in fhe ha'hds of th« 
public, and it is equally coniiftcnt with generoflty and hu- 
manity, to bellow the one, as inflift the other. We canr 
not be tco cautious in the objefts of bur grrititude ; let 
zTierit, confpicious merit, be the ftandard to which our 
praifes fhall refort, and it will excite a noble emulation in 
others, and let us rather forbear that refped, which is toD 
often found attendant upon the rich, though their wealthy 
has been aniafTed with the ruin of their country. 

But the praifes of us are not the patrlot^s only reward j 
with an a^ifproving confcience, fweetning the declivity of 
l?fe, his invitation is to the feies, there to receive a far 
more precious reward, for the cltablilhmcnt of that prin- 
ciple to which, fince the orign of mankind, heaven hath 
paid an immediate attention. 

** Where the brave youth with love of glory fired, 

^* Who ^rt^atly in his country's caiife expired, 

** Shall know he conquered. The firm patriot there, 

*^ Who made thj welfare of mankind his care, 

*^ Though fdll by faction, vice, and fortune croft 

*' Shall find his gencrouii labour Was not loll |/' 

Such is the progrefs of public fpirit ahd the love Sf 
virtue, and it h the on'y pillar. Upon which Can faJbly he 
erected the happinefs of mankind. Without fome play qf 
the iocial affections in every fociety, witliout fomc barrier 
to oppofe tJie llormy paffions of individuals, without fomc 

general 

** 0/te method of prevent} nt; crimes is to re^ward virtue. If the 
tevjards fftr the Jjfcn^ufirijig oj vfeful truths have increafeJ cur 
kiWtK'IrdrCj luid ?niiiiihiici! vood bovksj rs it not probable that r,.- 
Hvar V. dillribiittd b<: lie beiieficent hand fit' a foverc'i[ni, v:oulii 
n.'o /"^./.i/ V virti'.<jAS atlicns. The cc'in of honor is imxhaufMe^ 
4Zdd i< i'i'tndufitljj'ruitjttl it: the t^n^if of a prince <ivhodiJiribm(s 
U'tvi/i/^, ' Marc^ r/'IJliCUA* 

i Cat9 
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jreneral attadirncnt to the public welfare, .ji door is open t^^ 
ambition and political Corruption, * luxury and fclfifhnefg 
become fafliionablc vices, and the fpirit of the government 
is perverted ; the public good is neglefted, the riches of 
tho Hate infecure, the liberty of the fubjeft flighted, and 
the attempts of the tyrant made fucceftful by the ibliies of 
the people. 

What but the want of patriotifm that hath buried itt 
ruins the mighty empires of Greece and Rome ; that 
ftanding armies, the fcourge of the innoceht, prevail 
throughout all Europe; that the pages of hiftorynrcfcnt 
to our view fo melancholly a- picture of the human Ipecies^ 
and that America and Britain are not at this day, runnihg 
the road to greatnefs and glory in concert ; and what is it 
but the want of patriotifm that could induce this haughtjf 
nation, diverted of every public virtue, of every bofdm 
feeling, of every pretenfion to humanity, without apology 
or pretext to nfhcr a {landing army, compofed of vagrantS4 
criminals, and mcrccniu'ies, into our peaceful country. 

O MY countrymen, it is the want of patriotifm, that we 
are at this time called to weep over the wanton maffacre 
of innocenit men ; that this is not the only houfe of mourning j 
that the fields of America have become devoted to war, 
iind fcencs of fiaiightcr familiar to her fons ; that our op- 
preflbrs yet perfill in their dellruftive fyftem of tyranny, 
and if their power was equal to their third of bloody with 
the fpirit of ambition, by v/hich they are now direfted, 
would lead them todcflroy and extirpate the wkmP'hiiraan 
race. But thanks be to heaven, that by the fc^ of taofc/ 

viitues 



* The AJ^yrian^ the PerHan and Crdcfian^ the thre^firf um^w!r^ 
fal fnonarcnicsj finally funk u/iJcr luxury an J corruption ^ and it ii^ 
nvetl knoivn that the Humans did not prefci'^ve their lUur lies for half 
a century ofter hein^ debauched lythe luxury nf A/ia, hut fell a prry 
t9 its %hes, and '^waJ at length diviticd by the Goths and Sandals, 



[ 142 3 

virtues which they have difcard^d, we have nobly refilled 
the attempts of thcfe cruel men, and the miiories they have 
fo profufely dealt out to us, are returning, with additional 
x^engeance, upon their own heads. The danger of the iflue 
is now pail, and if we Lut retain the fame patriotic ardor, 
with which we firft defended our rights from the j^rafp of 
our enemies, they are every day in oar {v>wer. We have 
every thing to hope ; they on the other hand have every 
thing to fear. Youth, vigor, and the invincible arm of 
jiiilice, are on oar ftdc : — ? The genius of lihtrty alfo is our 
advocate, who, thougii peri'ccuted, hath never been con^ 
qucred. 

In our day wc are cnllcd to fee a happy country laid 
wafte at thelhrineof amHifio j ; to experience thofe fc'-nes 
of diilrefs which hiftory is fiHed with, bur experience n- 
vets its kflbns upon the mind, and iiwc rcfoivewith de- 
liberation, and execute wr h \*;:or, wc mav v-ct be a free 




ficulty of attainint; tbem^j and if, wiuio^v a ilrag^gl.:^, wc 
had fecured our liberties, perhaps wc fiioid'l have been Icfs 
fenlible of their value. ChaftiiCirieius in youth are not 
without their advantages ; hieOivigs moll romiroaiV fpring 
from them in old a^e. rhcy lead us to relle'ft feiiouily in 
the hour of retirement, and to cherifu thofe qualiiic.nions, 
which are frequently loffc in .he giare of profpjriiy. 

The important prophecy ic nearly accompllfned. The 
fifmg glory of this wcitcrn heniifplr.re is already announ-n 
ccd, a r J fire is fummo.ieJ to her i'eat among the nations, 
\Ve have pubiicly dcclar<«?J ourfeive.^ conviriCcd of the de- 
ltrti(Jlive tendency of ilandin*^ armies : \v: have acknow- 
k'dged the nccciTity of p.iMi:: fpirit and the love of virtue, 
to tlic h.^pplnefs cf any pc()()lc, and we y-rofcil to be fenli- 
ble of the great bU-'irings thai iiow Irom tlicm. Lot us not, 

then 



[ 143 ] 

then aft unworthy of the reputable charafter we now fuf^ 
Uiiw : like the nation we have aba idoied, be content with 
freedv)m in form and tyr.inny in fubftance, piX)fefs virtue 
and praflicc vice, and convince an attentive world that in 
this pjorious ftruggle for our lives and properties, the only 
men capable of prizing fucli exalted privikges, were aa 
illullrious fet of hercjes, who hrive fealM their prin- 
ciples with their blood. Dwell, my fellow-citizens, 
upon the prefent fituation of your country. Remember 
that though our entrmics liave difpenTed with the hopes of 
conquering, our land is not entirely freed of them, and 
fliould our reriitance prove un-faccefsful by our own irtat- 
tentio'^ and i nativity, death will be far preferable to the 
voice of bondage. 

Li:r us therefore be nill vigilant < ^C7 our enemies.—'- 
inllil into cnr armies the righteous caule they protect and 
fupport, r4iid let uot the foldier and citiz:?n be diftin-^.l cha- 
racleni amon;r uv. By oar condacl let us convince them *, 
that it 15 tor t:;c prcicrvation of thenifelvcs and their coun- 
try, they are no\v iigiitlng ; that they, equally with us, 
:!re interellcd in the event, and abandon tiicm not to the 
itifatiable rapacity of the j.;rcedy extortioner. 

As a reward f)r our exertions in the great caufe of free- 
dom, we arc now in the poiTeflion of thofc rights and pri- 
vileges attendant upon th^ origin::! ilate of nature, v/ith 
the opportunity of elUhlifhing a government f for our- 

felvesj 

* // has t'vir been ihu^ht iftcort/iflrnt <ivith ^^ood pdicy and eveH 
tonnnon fcnfe to covu.Kit the JcjhKt of a country to men --who lavs 
no inttujl in iis pnfcrvaficu, Diod. Lib. i. p. 67, 

t Thr true drfinition of a free JJatf is nvhere the Ugijlctinje cut-* 
level friuly to tit* ^:rrr rf }tature^ and calcuUucs €<jtry one of its 
fvdalious Jori?rjro^\iryf)Cii^janufjrprumotin^ indujhy and 
^hnefy among ti:c Ic'^ple, 

\\^v\t% hiil. vol, 1. p. 132. 
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filves, indepencknt upon any nation or people upon earths 
We have the experience of ages to copy from, adyaniages 
that have been denied to any who have gone before us. 
Let us then, my fellow-citizens, learn to v^ue.thebleiTing^ 
Let integrity of heart, the fpirit of freedom ami rigid vir- 
tuet)e feen to aftuate every tocmber of the commonwealth. 
Let apt party rage, private animofities, or felf intereftcd 
motives, lucceed that religious attachment to the.pabUc 
iveal which has brought us fuccefsfully thus far ; for vain 
^Tc all theboafted charms of liberty if her greateft votaries 
are guided by fttch bafe paffioi\s. The tryal of our patri- 
Otlfm is yet before us, aad we have reaion to thank heaven, 
that its ' principles are fi> well known and diifufed. Ex- 
ercife towards «ach other the benevolent feelings of friend- 
fhipi and let that uni^y of fentiment, which has Ihone in 
the fields be equally animating in our councils. 

REMfiyiiER that profperity is danmous ; that though 
fuccefsful, we are not infallible rliiftt like the relLof man-^ 
kind we are capable of erring. The line of our happioefs 
may be traced with exaAnefs, and Hill there may be a dif- 
ficulty in perfuing it* Let us not forget that oar enemies 
have other arts in ftore for our deftrullion ; that they 4rc 
tempting us into thofe fnares, which, after fuccefsful ftrug- 
gles, proved the ruin of the empires of the Eail, and let 
this facred maxim receive the decpeit imprelHon upon our 
minds, that if avarice, if extortion, if luxury and political 
corruption, are fufFered to become popular among us, 
civil difcord and the ruin of our country vvill be the 
fpeedy confequence of fuch fatal vices ; but while patri- 
otifm is the leading principle, and our laws arc contrived 
with wifdom, and executed with vigor, while indullry, fru- 
gaUly and temperance, are held in ellimation, aad we de- 
pend upon public fpirit and the love of virtue for our foci- 
al happmeis, peace and affluence vvill throw their fmiles 
upon the brow of the individual, our commonwealth will 
flourifh^our land become the landofliberty,and Am erica 

an afylum for the opprgifidt 
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BOSTON, MAKCH5, lySi^ 

By Thomas Dawes, jun# 



<* P atria cara^-^arior Libertas /'• 

Fathers, friends, and citizens, 

AVOIDING apology, even at a time when un- 
common propriety might juilify it ; and trulting ra- 
ther to a continuance of the fame liberality which has ever 
noted my countrymen, I attempt the duties of this folema 
annivcrfary. 

And it is conceited that we (hall, in fome mcafure, 
perform thofe duties, if we flcetch out fome general traits 
of liberty, and mark the lines of her progrefs in particular 
nations ; if wc paint the wounds (he has fufFered from cor- 
ruption and defpotic force, and from the whole educe fuch 
fentiments as become a brave and free, though injured peo- 
ple. 

Numerous as the dcfcriptions are of primeval man, 
the refledive eye is not yet weary. We ftill feel an inte- 
reft in that archadian ftatc which To well imitated tht? 
world we are looking for. And we fliall continue to feel 
ic fo long as nature ib plcafmg and the heart retain.-* a 

T fcatwra 
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feature of innocence. Like the gods *, our firft father 
had but few defires, and thofe to be fatisfied by the works 
of virtue. Their paflions were as the gales of their own 
Eden — enough to give a fpring to goud actions — no keep 
the waters of life in motion witJiout inducing ilorm and 
whirlwind f. Converfing with divi-aities, Liberty, fent 
from above, was their peculiar inmate : that Liberty, 
whofe fpirit, mingling with the nature of man at his for- 
mation, taught him, unlike the other animals, to look up- 
ward and hope for a throne above the ilars \ : that Liberty 
who taught him to pluck, with confidence, the fruits of 
nature ; to purfue the diredlion of reafon upon his heart, 
and, under tha' direBion^ to acquire, fecufe, and enjoy all 
poffible happinefs, not impeding, but aililling otliers in the 
fameprivilege §. When families, and confeijuently human 
w^ants were afterward multiplied, it was this lame Liberty 
who, joined with JulHce, led the patriarchs to ^ome aged 
oak. There, in the copious (hade, mifunderllanJings were 
explained, and charity and peace embraced each other.— 
6uch was the morni' ^ of man ! 

But mifunderftandings are quarrels in rmbrro. Satif- 
faftion of one want originated another. Depravitv grew 
enraptured with llrife. The wind was up, Paflion ragev . 

Brother's 

• // nvn^ reprcfcnted of Marcus Aurelius^ that ik h>utatir'^ the 
fOils hisJlhJj was to ha^ve as Jew i^jants as p'iflhU, 

Vii> Sp£ctaio:i No. 634. 

f The fnjfions of every linJy unih:r prcprr rtfrabiti^ arc //^ 
ge?ittr l^rerzts ^ivhich kerp life from fai nut ion j hiity let lo^ft'y tlv/ 
are the forms and <ix;f.irhvinds -vjhtch tear up all hff:jre i^'cni, 

Mv^>, JJroi^ke, 

\ Uronanue cum fpcclent rnimalia caiera terras, 
Os homim fublime dedif^ cwlumque tun i 
Ji(//it. Ovu). M'T. 

§ A^^ main's jQc'ial Ubertjis Irjfeued ly amth^r^ cvoyim; thipt;n.\ 
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Broth(7's blood then finoaked from the ground and cried 
for vengeance. Nimrod commenccu his prelude to tyran- 
ny, and Fame was clamorous with the deeds of death,— - 
Liberty hcarcd and trembled — confidered herfelf an out- 
calt, and iias, on many time^ fince, travelled up and down 
the world, forlorn, forfakcn, majedy in rags. Nor will 
fhc,/tWvz/>i»untiI the millenium comes, if America does not 
now ret;iin her, ever command that complete z,nd permanent 
homage vvhich ib fuitable to her nature. The old repub- 
lics may have been the molt perfcft feats of her refidence 
while they lallcd, and arc often mullered up from the tomb 
ofempir: to witnefs the adoration wliich they paid her. 
But even thjre ibe received (o frequent violence that the 
continuance of her reign was for the moll part precarious z 
and when even at the fummit of her glory, Ihe was only 
elevated that her fall might be more aftoniiliing. Having; 
paffed ah th*- degrees of fortune, thank Goo ihe has found 
her way to thefc remote (liores : and, if from cfFefts we 
may judge, ibe is well r^leafed with her new abode. O 
chcriih the divine inhabitant ! O let her not return to the 
courts above v/ith a llory that lliall fire the heavens againil 
us — ^that //!>^- had bleflings for us, but that ^(;e were not pre- 
pared to recei\ :" them — :hat ilie could find among us no 
Killing habitation ; but that, like the dove after the de- 
lui;e, ihe was fcarcc favoured with the top of fome friendly 
mountain fov a melancholy moment. 

LiBFRTY, my friends, is a palladium to the place of 
her dwelling, a rock and afure defence. Wherever fhe i^, 
every man has romcthing to proteil'l. lie knows what are 
his ricl.es, and that wliile lie liveth himielf ihall gather 
li'cni. lie vievv5, with confcious joy, his circumftancc . 
Hi^ fi)ci;il afrjitlons fl-oot out and flourjlh, Kven hi:, pre- 
jialiccs are a fource oi fatisfaAion, and among them local 
attachment, a lault which leads to the fide of patriotifm. 

Surpoari:!; by and tcnarious ofthefe fruits of liberry, 

T 2 feme 
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fome little free ftatcs, whkh the geographer in his mAp 
had oiher^ways never noticed, have long ftood uninjured by 
change, and fome of them inacceflible by the greatell ef- 
forts of power. There is now, in a dillant quarter of the 
globe, a living illuftration of this remark. Situate upon 
a venerable pile of rocks, in Italy, flands the common* 
wealth of St. iVfarino. It was founded by a holy man 
whofe name it bears, and who fled to this romantic fairy, 
land to enjoy religion and free air, unpurfued by power 
and the reftlefs fpint of the world. His example was fol- 
lowed by the pious, the humane, and the lovers of freedom. 
And thefe, a favourite few, who were before fcattered up 
and down through other parts of Italy ; who had lived all 
their days under arbitrary rule, and whom nature had 
fecretly taught that there was fomcwhere a happier infti- 
tution for man— thefe hurried away to the fnowy top of 
St. Marino : and having there firft tailed thofe rights 
which come down from God, made it their lifers labor to 
fupport and hand them down in purity. There every man 
finds his profperity in fubmitting to thofe laws which dif. 
fufe equality. There every man fee s himfelf happily 
liable to be called to the fenate or the field : every man 
<livides his day between alternate labor and the ufe of arms 
•~on tip-toe, ready to Hart for the prize, the mark of 
rniverfal emulation— —^the commonweal ; officious to 
promote that intercft which is at once the public's and his 
own. So (lands a conllitution informed with the very ef- 
fence of liberty, It has fo Hood, while other neighbour- 
ing ftates have been blackened and defaced with frequent 
revolution. And we prophefy that ^till the approach of fome 
unforcfeen vice-^till fome de2:eneracv unknown to the 
fires creep u}X)n the fons, St. Marino muft ftand admired : 
as, *n !ts prefent circumftance, no princ(" or potentate, af. 
Ur ''i^ \^g down and counting the coft, will ever attempt 
thj i;npenetrable union of much fo prudence and virtue *. 

T H E 

* Many of the fafis here mentioned of Sf. Marino may be f^t^n 
in AdJij(,ns mQn; iomplcti aQCQuni of that rc/>ul/lic. 
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The name of Venice now occurs to memory as anotKcr 
modern example of genuine greatnefs. The afcendency 
gained by that fmgle city over the whole Ottoman power — 
the univerfal panic that ftruck and pervaded all orders of 
the Turks when routed atDardanelles.and the ;v^y8/^^//f/>^2r 
of approaching diflblution that reached even to the throne 
and blafted the ?art and withered the nerves of .^ Jcf; ct r 
thefe, amazing X firll, neverthelcfs appear, whcii their 
fprings are laid open, the natural ifl'uc-s of a conteft be- 
tween ixtt agents and flaves*, 

A MORE ancient and pernaps ftill more brilliant proof 
of the proportionate powers of different degrees of liberty^ 
may be gathered from the annals of the city of Tyre. The 
Lybian madman f who thought he had conquered all an J 
wept that he had no more to conquer |— the invincible foa 
of Jove, before whom principalities and powers had 
bowed down their heads as a bulrufti — behold him, with 
his phalanx, puzzled and confounded at the walk of Tyre* 
To over-run Afia coil him lefs labor, enterprize and valor, 
than the reduction of th's one favorite haunt of liberty §. 
And perhaps he had never reduced her but for her own 
falling off from her priiline wifdom. Her liberty was 
not in firft full vigor, but had received a (hock from cor- 
ruption introduced with riches. Bribery, pride, an*^ op- 
preffion followed clofe behind. She was then caft out as 
prophane from the mountain of God jj. Tyre is beomtJ 
like the top of a rock— a place tp fpread nets^ipon. 

Let 

* This alludes only to a particular ara in the Venetian lijiorj. 

f And the hornd head beljd the Ljhiar t^od. PoPE. 

t Alexander, after all his co:jqueJiSfCom/!/n ird that he hud no more 
nvorldstofubdue. Si :<lca of a happy lift. 

^ For an illuflration rf this fee Ancitnt Univerfal Hiflor>\, njol, 
ii. pa\r^e -j^ and or. ; alfo — that part of NiUi^n on the prollefcs 
achich relates to Tyre^ a.'oL i. 

|l Ezekiel xxxiii. 16. 
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Let us confider the (lory of Tyre ns a monument which 
upon ont iidcPncvvs the time of e> ^^licnce, aucl upon the 
nr!icr the hancfui infiueacc of vice ; . memeiuo that every 
ftatt: below the fun has, like Achilles of old, fome vul»>e« 
raole part. Aj not a nation is extmptcu j arui kil, m a 
fond preiudice, we m^ghl exclude our own Amc i'.'v,aad fo 
induce a tatal fecuriiy, evcii *\merica has received a caveat 
from heaven, and in Ker youuuui purity has been tempted 
by her enemies. With what fon of facccfs tempted w^ 
need but remember the machinationr* and llight ct the raoll 
infamous Arnold, and the alfcding, thoigh iull Hparation 
of the unfortunate Andre. 

Hap?v the nation that, apprized of the whole truth, 
impartially weie^hs it's own alloy, aud bars, with tenfold 
adamant, it's gate of danger. But to return, 

I HAD cheriiTicd fome averHon to names grown trite by 
repetition and ha !, on that account evaded the anticnt 
republic.^. Cut 1 find the obfervation jail, tliat ^^ hidf our 
learning h their epitaph." 1 conceive t'lat the ** mofs- 
grown'' columns and broken arches of thofe once-renowned 
empires arc full v/Ith inihudlon a» were tlie groves of 
liVCtum or the ich(U)l of IMato. I. ct Greece then be the 
fubjeit of a nionicnt's refleaion. When liberty (led from 
tlie tloom of Euvpt, fliC fought out and fettled at infan'c 
Greece — there diiTeminated the ieeds of grcatnef? — there 
laid the ground-work of republican glory. Simplicitv o{ 
m mners, pietv' U) tiu <^jd>, i^ccneroutv and coura'/e were 
her carlieil chara.ler. ** li.inKin nam re fiiot wild and 
free*.'^ Pen^'irate 1 with a fplric (a* indii'lry, her fons 
fcarcelv knew c^\ n*l;r\arii)n : even tlieir fportiwere heroic. 
Hence thnt tlevatju, ind.'pcndent (oul, that contempt ot 
danger, (liat lau^liiMe by.;;'- to their countj'v and ils man- 
ners. Upon tacbank:* of Larota lloarillied her principal 

llatc 
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Hate. Frupnliiy of living and an avarice of time were of 
the riches of Laccd.vnion. Her ma.dins were ».ir:iwn from 
natvi-e, TiHcl one \vai> ** tluit notliing ^^ln^.u Lore the name? 
of Greek was born for llavery.'* From luii, idea flowed aa 
afiiltance to her filler fiarcs. From a like idea in hef 
filter llutes that fricndlhip was returned in grateful 
nieafure. This, had it continued, would have formed the 
link of empire,, tlic charm that would liavc united and 
made Greece invulnerable. While it lafted, the joint 
efforts of her ftates rendered her a name and a praifc 
through the whole earth. And here, was it not for 
the fake of a kflbn to my country, I would not only drop 
my elogium of Greece, '/Mt draw an impervious veil over 
her remaining hillory. Her tenfold ludre might at this 
day have blazed to heaven, had the union* of her ftates 
been held more facred. But that union of her ftates, that 

eement 

* Accuracy has heeji nJffnJtui that this example is eripk/ed fot 
the Amcncu'i States — 'vjh'uh rcjemble each other in eotyihution and 
arc touted i ft their l(ij\ r.fort ; ivhircan the Creecian i-vere unlike 
amov^ the^fifchns and projelfeJly feparate. Dut attention to the 
hijhry of Greece ^vjill ail'iO^cer i;; llu! caufes of her Jail a lejfon fuf^ 
Jiciefith oppofite to our purpofc. 7hf! a/:omn:cus tranjlator of'tour^ 
reil ^vrtfes asfdh^i'es : << n'shen Vcrfu^ fo often "i^anqttijhed hy the 
Greccin>ts^ dejfalied of luhdnim^ fher?h her le^f flijt avas fo diz'ide 
them ; to nvhieh rhtir profper/t}' opened her a means. Spirits na^ 
turally qu\ck andtvo Iternlit^usflv^iv^i up i.i:ii}[ their frequent ^nHoriesy 
eould not conteil,: themjelvcs or i^o^uern their goad j'or tune \ they 
ahivhlcned the/nflvcs tn jeedzvfes and ambition. ^-T hife divifwns en- 
dedy at leify in a i;, 'ieralfa^vcr^','"^-^ 

'Ihomfn ntoji leantifulty fpeakji the truth upon the fvne occafiofix 

When Greece uiitb C recce 

Emhrod\l ^vith fm! eo^^tentionj fought no more 
For Lumnfon (;hry ev.'d Jhr eontnion a<:eal : 
But, fidfe i.) freed Jtn.fjuyht to qurllthcfre \ 
Broke the firm hcid v ' jerr-r^ aint facred love, 

^'hat lent tie whole irreirarrhlejorec ; 

And, as ar^jioid the ]';M'ri:ii'//vy // hl:f;\t, 

Irepurd tht; weiyjor twlui o jcrthro-w. 
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cement of her cxifiencc once impared— -hear the confe- 
qacnce ! the fury of civil-war blows her accurfed clarion^f 
The banners late of conquering freedom now adorn the 
triumphi of oppreflion* Thofe ftates which lately ftood in 
mighty concert^ invincible, now breathe nutual jealoufy 
and fall piece-meal a prey to the common enemy. Attic 
wi£iom, Theban hardihood. Spartan valor, would not 
combine to fave her* That very irmy, which Greece had 
bred aiul nouri(hed to reduce the oriental pride, is turned 
vulture upon her own vitals-^a damnable parricide, the 
faction of a tyrant. Behold the great and God -like Greece, 
with all her battlements and towers about her, borne head^ 
kng from her giddy height«>«*the fhasie, the pity of tht 
world. 

Having attempted fome general iketches of liberty^ 
fixmi the dawn of focial life to the fall of national glory, 
I would be fomewhat ntore particular upon thofe qualities 
to whloh her triumphs are chiefly indebted. 

Ik the vile oeconomy of depraved man^ there appears an 
Inclination to beftow upon one part power and affluence^ 
and to impofe upon the other debility and woe. When 
that inclination is gratified, the majority being flaves, tho 
remans of freedom are ihared among the great ; like the 
triumphal bridge at the Archipelago, fo Itrangely dignifi^ 
ed, that, by a decfee of fenate, none Of the vulgar were 
fuffered to enjoy it. When that inclinaticm is counter- 
Wanced by the laws ; when the true interefts of both thofe 
parts are reconciled j when fociety is confidered as *^ a 
public combination for private proteftion*,'*— '— and 
the governed find their happinefs in their fubmifGon-— — 
there is the effence of all-powerful liberty. Not to 
wire-draw a fentiment alp:ady graven upon the hearts 
fcf this audience, it is fuch a liberty, as that every 
man who has once tailed it^ becomes a temporary foldiefi 

M 
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Kis foon as It is invaded amd refcnts any violence ciTered it^ 
jas an attack upon his life— -hence it is that> in free ftates* 
asfucb^ there is no fuch thing as a perpetual (landing ai*my» 
For the whole body of the people, ever ready, flock to the 
general ilandard upon emergency, and fo preclude the ufe 
of that infernal engine. 1 fay i»/Jrrii^/ engine, for the 
tongue ^' labors^ and is At a lofs to exprefs,** the hideous 
and frightful confequences that flow wherever the pov/er» 
bf hell have procured its introduftion* Turkey and Al- 
giers are the delight of its vengeance. l)ennmrk, once 
over-fwarmed with the brave inhabitants of the north, has 
fu/iered depopulation, poverty, and the heavieft. bondage* 
fmm the quartering troops atMongft their peafants in time 
Ijf peace : if it can it called peace ^ when robbery, con- 
flagration, and murder are let toofe upon the fons of men* 
Indeed^ it is faid that no nation ever kept up an army in 
time of peace that did not lofe its liberties. I believe it» 
Athens, Corinth, Syracufe, and Greece in general were 
' all overturned by that tremendous power : and the famd 

fower ha« been long operating with other caufes to hum- 
le the creftof firitain. Let us hear a paflfage from Da^ 
venant ! ** If (fays he, fpeaking of (landing armies) \i 
they who believed this eagle in the air frighted all mo-^ 
tions towards liberty ; if they who heretofore thought ar- 
mies in time of peace, and our freedom inconfiftent ; if 
the fame men fhould throw off a whig principle fo funda- 
teentali and thus come to clothe themfelves with the de- 
tefted garments of the tories, and if all that has been here 
difcourfed on (hould happen, then will the conftitution o^ 
this country be utterly fubverted*.*' It would exceed the 
limits of the prefent occafion to expatiate upon all the in- 
ftances wherein the liberties of Britain have in faft fuffered 
according to the views of Davenant* Sufiic6 it to fay that 

U a 

• Tor the <u^kole faffagey nvbid was too lengthy for our purpofii 
yU. the works of Dr. Davenant, cornSlid by H^bipmrtbf. wA 
4?/^ 333% BdiUQn 1771, 
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a flanJing army has been^ long fince, virtually engrafted 
a limb upon her conflitutlon, has frequently over-awed her 
^:iv\\?iTCitXilSi fometimes her ele^ions *, and has cai*ried dif- 
traftion and maffacre f into different parts of her empire. 

That ftanding mercenafy troops muft fooncr or later 
entail fervitude and mifery upon their employers, is an eter- 
nal truth that appears from the nature of things. On the 
one hand behold an infpired yeomanry, all fmew and foul, 
having llep'd out afnd defended their ancient altars, their 
wives and chil4ren, returning^ in peace to till thofe fields 
^'hich their own arms have reicued. Such are the troops 
of every free people ];• Such were the troops who, led on 
by the patriot Warren, gave the firft home-blow to our 
6ppreffors. Such were the troops who, fired by Gates in 
the northern woods, almolt decided the fate of nations. 
iSuch were the troops who, under the great and amiable 
Lincoln, fuftatned a fiege in circumftances that rank him 
and them with the captains and foldiers of antiquity. Such, 
ive truft, are the troops, who, infelior number, though 
headed indeed by the gallant and judicious Morgan, lately 
vanqui(hed a chofcn veteran band long dedicated to Mars 
and difciplined in blood. And fuch, we doubt not, are 

the 

* Tl:e ele^ion of the Scotch Peei*s in t hi year 1755, and thi 
tnifcomiuSi of Blacker by and others at the elc^ion of the Weji-^ 
mmficr tnemhers in the year 1741, are inflances well kwnvn. 
yiJ. Burgh'' s politic difq. zd vol. p. 444 Sf 473. 

f The affair of Capt. Porfeur at Edinburgh (vid. London Ma^ 
gazhtcfor lyiTy in a 'variety of pa^^es) and of Capt. Preft^n^ a( 
Bojlon^ are of themfdves fufficicnt exampks» 

\ ** T^hat the yeomanry are the buhvark of a free people'^ "^-^nxas^ 
if mernory fer^vesj in a celthratcd extempore fpeech of the honorable 
Samuel Adams ^ 7nade in tf-e year 1773. ihe Jieadinefs of that 
grfatRcpubiican to his political creeJ^evincrs that fentiments gfourfd^ 
ed iipQn juf data ivill not cafily bend to a partial itit$re/f^ or #{• 
iomfnodatc to the chani^u of popular opinioti. 
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the troops who beat the Britifli legions from the Jerfics, 
and have ever fince preferved their country, under the ccn- 
duft of that fuperior man who combines in quality the un- 
fhaken conftancy of Cato, the triumphant delay of Fabius, 
and, uj>on proper occajions, the enterprifing fpirit of Hanni- 
bal* 

May the name of Washikcton continue fteerd, as 
it ever has been, to the dark flandrous arrow that fibs in 
fecrct. As it ever has been ! for who have offered to eclipfe 
his glorv', but have afterward funk away diminilhed, and 
•* (horn of their own beams/' 

Justice to other charafte^5 forbids our flopping td 
gaze at this conftcUation of heroes, and would fain draw 
forth an eulogium upon all who have gathered true laurels 
from the fields of America. 

** Thoufands,— the tribute of our praife 

*' Demand ; but who can count the liars of heaven ? 

** Who fpeak their influence on this lower world *.^' 

Whither has our gratitude borne us? let us heholJ a 
contrail-— the army of an abfolute prince — a profefTion dif- 
tind from the citizen and in a diflercnt interell— a haugh- 
ty phalanx, whofe objc^l of warfare is pay, and who, the 
battle over, and if perchance they conquer, return to 
daughter the fons of peace. This is a hard faying. But 
does not all hillory prefs forward to aiTert its jullice ? do 
not the prxtorian bands of tottering Rome now croud up- 
on the affrighted memory ? do not the embodied guards 
from Peterfburgh and Conflantinople ftalk horrid the tools 
of revolution and murder r to come nearer hom;^ for an ex- 
ample, do we not fee the darkened fpring of 1770, lilce the 
moonina thick atmofphere,riririg in bluodandulhcrcd inby 

U 2 th.y 

^*> Tbontfon. 
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the figure of Britain plunging hcrponyard in theyoungbo- 
fom of America ? Oh, our bleeding country ! was it for 
this our hoary fires fought thee through all the elements ♦, 
and having found thee (hcltering away from the weftern 
wave, difconfolate, cheered thy hd face, and decked thee 
out like the garden of God ? time was when we could all 
Jiffirm to this gloomy quelHofi — ^v^rhen we were ready to cry 
out that our fathers had done a vain thing.— ^I mean upon 
that unnatural right which we now commemorate ; when 
the fire of Brutus was on many a heart — when the ilrain of 
Gracchus was on many a tongue. *' Wretch that I am, 
whither (hall I retreat ? whither (hall I tUi n me ? to the 
capitol ? the capitol fwims in my brother's blood. To 
my family ? there muft I lee a wretched, a mournful and 
afflifted mother ♦?'^—Mifery loves lo brood over its own 
woes : and fo peculiar were the woes of that night, (o exr 
prefTive the piftures of defpair, fo various the face of 
death f, that not all the grand tragedies which have been 
fince afted, can croud from our minds that aera of the hu- 
man pafGons, that preface to the general conflift that now 
rages. May we never forget to offer a facrifice to the 
manes of our brethren who bled fo early at the foot of li- 
berty. Hitherto we have nobly avenged their fall : but as 
ages cannot expunge the debt, their melancholy ghoils ftill 
rile at a dated iiafon, and will forever wander in the night 
of this noted annivcrfary. Let us then be frequent piU 
grims at their tombs-^-here let us profit of all our feelings ; 
a»id, while the fenfcs are ** llruck deep with woe,*' give 
wing to the imagination. Hark ! eyen now in the hollow 
wind I hear the voice of the departed. ye, nvho Ujlen to 
^wifdom and afpire tp immortality , as ye ha*ve a^jengcd our 
hloodf thrice blejfed ! as ye ftill *ivar againft the mighty hurt'- 
ters of tbii earthy your names a^-e recorded in heaven ! 

Such 

"^ ^— element a per omina quartmt Juv. 

•f Guthrie's Cicero de Oratore. 
t ^* Plurima Mortis Imago^^ 
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Such are the fuggelHoni of fancy : and having give* 
them their due fcope j having defcribed the memorable 
Fifth of March as a feafon of difafter, it would be an im* 

inety not to confider it in its other rel^ion. For the ri- 
ing honors of thefe ftates are dillant iffues, as it were, 
from the intricate* though all-wife Divinity which prefi- 
ded upon that night. Strike that night out of time^ and 
we quench the firfl ardor of a refentment which has been 
ever fmce increafing, and now accelerates the fall of ty- 
ranny. The provocations of that night muft be numbered 
among the mailer-fprings which gave the firft motion to a 
vail machinery, a noble and comj -chenfive fyftem of na- 
tional independence. " The independence of America,*' 
fays the writer under the fignature of common fenfe, 
'* ihould have been confidered as dating its aera from the 
firft mufquet that was fired agaiuft her.'* Be it fo ! 
but MafTachufetts may certainly date many of its bleflings 
frtm the Bofton maffacre-— a dark hour in itfelf, but from 
which a marvellous light has anfes. From that night 
]*evolution became inevitable, and the occafton commenced 
of the prelbnt moft beautiful form of government. We 
often read of the original cctntraA, and of mankind, in the 
early ages, paffing from a (late of nature to immediate 
civilization. But wffat eye could penetrate through gothic 
night and barbarous fable to that remote period. Such an 
eye, perhaps, was prefent, when the Deity conceived the 
univcrfe and fixed his compafi upon the great deepf. 

And 

• " The <wajs tf heaven are dark find intricate.'''' 

AoDisaN's Cato. 

f Not that nve can helievf^ with fome theoretical writers, fhaf 
inJivHuals met together in a large plain, entered into an oiiginal 
contract, Sfr. 

But though Society had not its fonnal beginning from any con^ 
ircntion of individuals, Sfr.— 

And this is nvhat ive mean by the original contraSl of focieiy ; 
ivhUhy thout^h perhaps^ in no inliuncc it has been formally cxprd- 
fed, at the firfl iyi^itHfton ofafiate.yet, &c.^ 

xft BlacKilonc'd Com# p. +7. vid, the whole paflage. 
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And yet the people of B4affachufetts have reduced to 
praftice the wonderful theory; A numerous people have 
convened in a ftate of nature, and, like our ideas of th^ 
patriarchs, have deputed a few fathers of the land to draw 
up for them a glorious covenant. It has been drawn. The 
people have figned it: with rapture, and have, thereby^bar- 
tered, among themfelves, an eafy degree of obedience for the 
highelt poffiible civil happinefs. To render that covenant 
eternal, patriotifm and political virtue muft forever blaze— 
muft blaze at the prefcnt day with fuperlative luftre ; being 
watched, from different motvvesy by ine eyes of aiU mankind. 
Nor muft that patriotifm be concratted to a fingle com- 
monwealth. A combination of the Rates is requifite to 
fupport them -individually. *^ Unite or die" is our indif. 
penfable motto. Every Hep from it is a ftep nearer to the 
region of death. This idea was never more occafional than 
at the prefent crifis— -a crifis pregnant with fate and ready 
to burft with calamity. I aljude to that languor whicbj, 
like a low hung cloud, ovcrniadows a great part of the 
thirteen ftatei. That the young, cnterprifing America, 
who fteppedont in thecaufeof Jiumankind,and,nootherarin 
daring, lopped the braaches of wide defpotic empire — that 
the lame America Ihould now fuffer a fr.-w info'ent band.b to 
ravage her borders withimpunitv — that lur noi\:tcr^y\i^xA 
lliould fui'pend the finifliing ilroke of reil^ntmcnt, and leave 
Xo\\tx ge.tcr on ^ allies a labor which her own vigor c ught to ef- 
fcd; this muft dillurbthoic, ill ftrious, w'.io fjUin her infant 
exertio:\5 ; this muft ftab the pence of the Jerai, however it 
may afFcd the heart!i of the liviug. Oh couM I Xvzzr a pnit 
among the means of av.'akcnin^^ virtue — >li could 1 call 
ftrength to thefc feeble l»:*igs and borrow that ncte uhich 
fhook tlie throne of jullu> ! vain wilh ! if tiie filcit {wi- 
^eftiont of trutli — iftlie fccret wliiiprs of reaio'i are not 
luilicient — *he ifiurts of human eloquence mi^lit be/«///.', 
her loudeft bolt might roll unhcCiCJ f 



^v^ 
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This is not intended to infpir« gloom ; but only to 
perfuade to iixoie exertions which are neceffary to life and 
independence. Let juftice then be done to our country- 
let jullice be done to our great Leader ; and, the only means 
Under heaven of our falvation, let his army be replenilhcd. 
That grand duty over, we will once more adopt an en- 
thufialm fublime in itfelt, but ftill more fo as coming 
from the lips of a firft patriot — the chief magiilrate of this 
commoHwea'th. ** I have,faid he, a moil animating con- 
fidence that the prefcnt noble ftruggle for liberty will ter- 
minate glorioufly for America." Aipiring to fuch a con- 
£dence, 

I fee the expreflive leaves of fate thrown wide ; 
Of future times 1 fee the mighty tide. 
And, borne triumphant on its buoyant \irave, 
A god-like number of the great and brave. 
The bright, wide ranks of martyrs — h^c they rife—* 
Heroes and patriots move before my eyes : 
Thefe crownV', .^ith olive, thofe with laurel come. 
Like the firlt fathers of immortal Rome. 
^ Fly time i oh lafh thy fiery Heeds away— - 

Roll rapid wheels and bring the fmiling day*. 
When thefe bleft Hates, another promised land, 
Chofcn out and foiler'd by the Almighty hand. 

Supreme (hall rife their crouded ihores (hall b« 

The fix'd abodes of empire and of liberty. 

9 Sun gallop doivn the nvejiern files^ 
Cat:jr fco/i to bed and quicHj rife \ 
O lajb yourflctds^ pofl time erxay^ 
A/idkafi: ah lit tht: m$zin^ daj. 

Allan Ramsav. 
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f^ii! tantum uifiXno iu-vat imlHl^erc aolori ? 
*■' n.n hue jl/ie numiae ui-vufn 

VlR'^;. ^CN. 2(1. -^70. 



E^'fynioit .- " ■ .■ " ' ■- 

I'i.le ?rnu^ duru*:i fiii'vu^^ cxpcricnfque uu ornm \ 
Ei d'^LumcrAa Juj/utSy qua /i/nus ormnc luiti, 

Ovin Metam. lib. i. x\^\ 

Fathers, f r i e n' ii s , a t: n f n l lo w-c i t i z e n s , 

WW F. N J confidrrthc important occafion from vviiich. 
thib annivcrfary dorivcs its orip;in, and tlu' relpcc^r- 
iihle charadcr^ thar iinve exerted ihcmfclvcs to pM-pt^tu:'te 
its hiltory, I confels there !•; an unuftial iccuriwv mi rnv 
ftT'lirigs ; (irice no inlil.ike'i cfiorr of nnne can injuie iiii 
inlHti.Klon, founded on fo mcmmblc an event, and ^\-\'^^- 
jx>rtcd by names lu jultly claiming tiic applaufc of podcri* 
tv. ' . 

Wmim' 1 rely, il.in, upon thai lioneily of intention, 
Wliich is itfl'lf the beit apoloii;yTor its errors, permit rnc to 
employ the prefent hour, which your united voices have 
iinnuully nuiJe fncrcd ro the cotnnemoration of our coun- 
try's Wiong , iii recapiuilating tiiC muil injwiriou.-^ ot her 

W juilcru:^- , 
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fifferings, among which that on the tragical fifth c^^Ma^ch 
is by no means the leall, and in recounting the bleflingi 
which have followed from meafures as really difgraceful to 
thofe who adopted them, as they were intentionally de- 
ftrudive to thofe againil whom they were levelled. 

A NATION falling from thofe great principles of juftice 
and virtue which had made ber rcfpedable ; fubverting 
the boaftcd improvements of her arts to the favage purpo- 
fes of revenge ; with venality and corruption entrenched 
t)n her cabinet, affords a fpeftacle too ferious for the amufe- 
ment of the beholder. Me turns for relief to the annals of 
thofe people whofe inafcuHne virtues have obftinately, will 
he not fay wifely, rcfifted the refinement of a civilized 
world. But from tht mi^-^fortuneb of fuch a nation, mucli 
15 to be learned. Ai> (lie In hurried onwards by the vortex 
of that immeafurable gulph, in which empires fink iO rife no 
mo^c, let her fervc u^ :^% a fignal to avoid the firlt irapulft 
of its refillkls tide. 

To trace Great-Britain through the wfiole progrefs of 
her ambition in this country, would be to Hep back to a 
very early period r for, long before flie avowed her iyiten^ 
of roloniai flavcry in the ftamp-aft, the liberties of our an- 
celV)rs had endured the moil alarming innovations from 
her ^hrone. Without caafe, and vvitliout notice, (he had 
invalidated their charters ; laid impofitlons upon their 
lrr*de ; at^tenipted a mc'ft dangerous intiuencc over their in- 
ternal irovcrnmcnt, by endeavouring to make it indepen- 
dent of the people ; — and all this u ith the fame confidence, 
as though her policy and forefjght, and not her pcrfecu.- 
tions, had fettled them on this fide the atlantic. 

But the fu'l difplay of her defpotic policy was refcrved 
to add accumulated diigrace to the inglorious reipn of the 
third Georire. Then, intoxtcatcNd v/ith America^ (he num- 
bered upon the tottering pillars of \i^x own coftllitution ; 

the 
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the hand of flavcry rocked her as flie lay on the giddy 
height ; falfhood gilded her vifions and bound her fcnfes 
with the enchantment of luccefs ; wiiile her blind ambition 
alone remained awake, to mifdired the ordinary afiiftancc 
of fortune, and to make her fall ecjually certain and com- 
plete. 

The genius of Britain once interred, the firft fpeftrc 
which (hot from its tomb was the ftamp-aft. This promul- 
gation of a fcheme fo repugnant to the fundamental princi- 
ples of the late Englifli conftitution, announced the fall, 
but did not obliterate the memory of that much refpcclcd 
fyftem, in this country. America faw that the art boro 
not a fingle feature of its reputed parent, and having de- 
tcfted its illegitimacy, effedually refilled its operation* 
But, as though convirtion mull ever be productive of ob- 
itinacy, Britain defifted not to rend in pieces the charters 
of her colonies, which ferved to remind her of the violence 
ihe committed on her own. Her admiuiHration affecting 
to realize the fables* of its minions, whofe very fears 
were as fubfervient to its purpofes, as their hopes were 
dependant on its venality, and making pretence of tref- 
paiTcs, which, if real, the laws were opjn to punifli, un- 
mafked its true dellgns, by quartering an armed force in 
this metropolis in a time of peace. 

Where was the citizen whofe indignation did not flafli 
at this andifguifed attack on his liberties ? the foldiers 
pride too grew fanguinary at the idea of contempt from the 
people he himfelf had been taught to defpife ; and, as 
though heaven defigncd to efFed its greatcl purpofcs by 
the i'acrifice of what men conceive to be the awaiclt objeds 

W z ox 

*" For fime of thrfe fctN'-'iful mfrepre'\'n!ai}^jn5 ftc c^ <i'hu!!:tniQ/t 
cf the in-'jjii of Ji()(loii, from m-wv Jcif^ ^^^^^1 /nalui'.us ,ji/u'r/ir/;s 
iOntaincJ in err tain htters ni:ritfen hy ^fjqjcrnijr \js:\'iy.\\\ ii'Uulrn':^ 
'J[iiil>!ifkcd hj order of ihc to lu^/, i yO^j. 
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of its gaardianfliip, the lives rind right.*^ of citizens were 
delivered over to the i'courge of military rancour. 

* V E N E R A B L E patroHs of freedom, wlicrcvcr your coun- 
try may lie ! boail not that the rcai'on and Ipecuhitive 
truti.s of this our common caufe, armed an cxtcnUve world 
in fi:pport of its jultice. Turn to the tragedy we com- 
memorate as imprinted hy tlie bloody hand of the tyrant. 
and view the highell outrage his power could commit, or 
ihe lorbearance of humanity fuitain. There hecatombs of 
Aaughtered citizens were pfFcred at the flirine of curled 
;rimbiuon. — -What can we add to their memories tlirough 
whofe wounds their country ble4 » ^^^^^^ names are handed 
round the globe with the great occafion on which they fell; 
and whofe tomb fhall ever Ihind a baas to the Itateliert pil 
lar in the temple of freedom ? heaven has avenged tiK'ijfw* 
tall by realizing the prophecy of the indignant American, 
ris he vented hisanguiih over their rankling blood. **l'here 
are indeed my country's vi^^unds,* buf oli ! faid he^ the 
dei:p and tremendous reititutions are a^ Kind ; 1 fee them 
with a prophetic eye this moment b/CUMx me. llorrorfi 
lliall be repaid with accunndaticm of horror. The wounds 
in .'Imenca Ihall be fucceeded by deep-mouth'd gaflies in 
U\Q iieart of lirltam ! the chain of folcmn conlequences 
i- :iov/ ad/aacing. Vet, yet my friends, a little 
♦vhile, and the p^^or, forlorn one, uKo has fougiit and 
Jallen at ilie gate of her proper habitation, for free- 
dom, for the common privileges of life, for all the 
iWeet and biriding principles in humanity, for father^ 
fon, and brother, for the cradled infmi, the wailing 
widow, and the weeping njaid ; yet, yet a little wJiile and 
the Ihal! find /;n avenp^er. Indienant nations Ihall arm in 
her defence. 'I'hrones and prtncipaliries fliidl make her 
iaufe their own> and the fountains of blood that have rt:n 

from 

^ See Ahhf" Haynal ^' III}. Ameriavi nv^jlidio/i />. 6^$ 
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from her exhaullcd veins (haU be anfwcred by a yet fuller 
nuMlur^ of tlic horrible cHurioa — iblood for bU)od ; and dc- 
folation for defolation ; O my injured country I my maf- 
facr^d Jmerica /'' 

Met A re HOLLY fcene ! the fatal, but we truft the lafl 
cfFcd in our country oi ajianai/tg army quartered in popu^ 

lous cities in a time of peace. 

Britain having thus violated the greateft law nations 
or individuals can be held by, to \\{^ the language of the an- 
cients, threw a veil over the alters of her gods whom ftie 
was too haughty to nppcafe. Would to heaven, for her 
fake, we too had a veil to hide from the eye of juftice, the 
alhcsofour dcfolated towns, and the traifls which her ravages 
have imprinted through every quarter of our once peaceful 
land, 

Tr t ** every aft of authority of one perfon over another, 

for which there is not an abfolute neceitity, is tyrannical,'^ 
and if tyranny julliiies rcfillancc, to have remained inadivc* 
under thole injures, had been a kind of political ftoicifaij 
equally inconiiitent v;ith the laws of nature and of fociety. 
On fuch principles arofe the metnorable declaration of July 
1776. — A declaration which at once gave life and freedom 
to a nation ; difiblvcd a monopoly unnatural as unjuft ; and 
extended the embraces of our country to the univerfe. — A 
declaration which heaven has fince ratified by the fuccefsful 
event of her arms. For, wlion we confider the number of 
her virtories ; the diiadvantages under which they were 
obtu cd ; with the ch'inof important conieqaences which 
depended upon the very moment of their decifion, wha 
but muft acknowledge, after allowing to our military adors 
every thing heroihn can chiim, that there appeared pecu- 
liar inirks of more than human aflillaacc ? the furrcnder 
of entire armies to a power which thcyatiedcd to look up- 
on 
• Becutia oncr'mc^ an.l l^unljlr^inttJi p. iq, 
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on rather as an obje^^ of their chains than of their fwordj, 
was a degree of glory which no enemy that ever paiTed 
the Roman yoke rifFordcd to that republic. Haplefs Bri^ 
tain ! for even thofe whom you injure mull pity you, how 
has fortune added acrimony to her ficklenefs, in chufmg 
for a fcene of your diigrace that climi^te where, in a late 
war, (he fo loudly vaunted the invincibiiity of your 
arms ! 

America once unfettered, nobly relied upon the up- 
rightucfs of her caufe and the bravery of her fons. But, 
as though the virtues of one crown were to apologize for 
the mercilefs cruelty of another, a monarch, equally wife 
in council as bril'iant and powerful in arms, met her in 
an alliance which muft ever enliven her gratitude ; exalt 
the honor of France ; and, we truft too, promote the in-» 
tcrelt of both. 

Among the advantages which have arlfen from thefe 
great events to the people oi MaJachujlttSy that of fecuring 
their lives, their liberties, and property, the great object 
of all civil government, by a conilitution of their own 
framing, is not to be accounted the leaft. Difmembcred 
from a government, which had long itood by the exailell 
balance of its powers, even againlt the corruption of its 
minillers, they found themfelves accuAomed to principles, 
which age had llamped with authority, and patriots fealed 
with their blood. The caufe of their fcparation had taught 
them the avenues through which defpoiifm infinuates itfclf 
into thf c m;nunity,and pointed out the means of excluding 
it. Unutr thefe circujiilhincc.s ihc*v produced a fyllem 
which, wc trull, experience will evince to be an improve- 
ment * upon the bell mankind have hitherto admired. 
The quick return of all dekivi'tcd p)v. er to tiie people 
from whom it is made to fpring, and the check which each 

part 

* Is ii not fo in !l:s c^^ualifj oj rrp^yfintartQn and mo i: of (k^hn f 
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jHirtof the government has upon the exceffes of the other* 
feem to warrant us in placing on it ail the confidence hu- 
man laws can deferve. But^ 



Let us not truft to laws : an uncorrupted people can ex- 
ift without them ; a corrupted peopl'.' cannot long exift with 
them, or any other human afliltance. They are remedies 
which at beft always difclofe and confefs our evils. The 
body politic, once diftempered, they may indeed be ufed as 
a crutch to fupport it a-while, but they can never heal it. 
Jiome, when htr bravery conquered the neighbouring nations, 
and united them tohcrown empire,was Irce from all danger 
within, becaufe her armies, being urged on by a love for 
their country, would as readily fupprefs an internal as aa 
cx'teinal enemy. In thofe times the made no fcruple to 
throw out her kings who had ahufed tlicir power. -But 
when her fubjefts fought not for the advantage of the 
commonwealth ; when they thronj:ed to the Afiatic wars 
for the fpoils tliey produced, an 1 preferred proltituting the 
rights of citizenihip upon any barb:irian that demanded 
them, to meetinii; liim in the field for their fupport ; then 
kome ^jcw too modcll to accept frcm tlie hands of a dic- 
tator tiiofc rights, wh'ch flic ouglit to have impaled him 
for daring to invade. No alteration in her laws merely, 
could have efleftcd this. Had fl^ie remained virtuous, flie 
might as ^'cU have expelled her diftaturs as her kings. 
But what laws can fave a pehple vvh'>, for the very purpofc 
of enflaving thenifelves, cliuie U) conftder them rather as 
councils which they may accept or rcfufe, than as precepts 
which they are bound 10 obey ? "^ with fuch a people they 

muil 



• if confcicncc 7?iore fcrupulous thnn it is prohabi/: Sy\h et'cr had 
^ould be apt to imagine this ^/Pieral iiilf^Jhion r.f the people nxipeU 
a'-^vay the frvilt of enjlanjing them Jrom arty i^and that cffecied iL 
If in any cafe^ 'tis in this thai' ^k/c may apply rhf rmxim volcBli 
mou fit iniuriii. 
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shuft ever want a fanftiou and he contemned. — ^ V^irtue 
arid Jong life feem to be as intimately ailicd in the poli^ 
tical as in the moral world : flic is the guard which provi- 
dence has fet at the gate of freedom. 

True it is, when the nature and principles of a c[0- 
vernment are pure, we have a right to iuppofe it at the 
fartheft pofTible dillance from falling. But when v»e con- 
fider that ^fe countries J in which the wifell inlHtutions 
of republican governments have been ellabliflied, now ex- 
hibit the ftrongcfl inftances of apoftacy, we cannot hut fee 
the neceflity of vigilance. Commerce, which makes per- 
haps, the greateil diftinftion betwen the old wprld and the 
modern, having raHed new objefts for our curiofity, habi- 
tual indulgence hath at length made them ncceflary to our 
infirmities. Thus effeminated, can we hope to exceed the 
rigour of their principles, who even forbad the menti- 
oning of a foreign cuftom, and whofe fumptuary laws are 
held up in our age as objects of aftonilhnuMu ? Such nati- * 
bns have mouldered away, an uncontrovertable proof, that ? 
the beft coiiftrucled hiim.an governments, like the human 
body, tend to corruption ; but a^^ with that too, there arc 
not wanting remedies to procralUnatt their final decay. 

Among the caufes of their fall there arc none more ^ 
common or lefs natural than that of their own llrcngth. 
Continual wars making a military force necefiarv, the ha- 
bit 

* P^irtuCy in a repuhlicy is a mofi fnnpk t/inq ; it if a ^>ivr Jhr the 
republic j it is afunfation^ and not n crnfequtnce 'S aoniireA kro'v- j 
ieJf!e : a fenfiition that may he J tit bj the mtu/tejl as ^j:i!I as !»j 
tht, hi^btji pcrjQn in the Jiatff. 

S|»iiit of l:r.vs, book 5th. chap. i.i. 

X The politic Greeks ^.cho liveJ ufiJir a f9p:ilur i^ovirnnimt^^ 
ivhu kuevj m other I'upport Irjt ^viriue, I he fhcdcrn mhahitr^.U of 
that country are iritirel^ taken up lyith r/:anuja3:(re:y commerLe^ 
piui.ces, richcsy ami hi^swy^ 

Spirit of Uws, book 3cl. chap. 3^'. Jl 
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tit of conqueft once acquired and other objf fts Ibcing wa&t^. 
ing, inftory is not without* inftances of its turning itfelrj| 
inwards, and knowing as it were, upon its own nowfUjg^ 
Happy arc we in the frequ#nt change of our foldiery f.* 
This fecms to be the beft antidoti againft fuch an evil, 
torevents that lethargy which would be a fymptom oftdei 
m the citizen at home ; and checks that imnioderati^^fi 
the foldier which is apt to miflead his virtues in the; field* 
By this exchange of their qualities they mutoallf^jilarrant 
happinefs to each other, and freedom lo their coi}#ry. 

Ameicica once guarded againft herfelf^ what has flie 
to fear ? her natural fituation may well Ihfpire her with 
confidence. Her rocks and her mountains arc the chofea 
temples of liberty. The extent of her cUmate, and the 
variety of its produce, throw the means of her greatnefs 
into her own hands, and infure her the traffic of the world* 
Navies Ihall launch from her foiefts, and her bofom be 
found ftored with the moll precious treafures of nature. 
May the indultry of her people be a ftill furer pledge of 
her wealth,— The union of her ftates too is founded upon 
the moft durable principles : the fimilarity of the man- 
ners, religion, and laws of their inhabitants, muft ever 
fupport the meafure which their common injuries origi- 
nated. Her government, while it is rellrained from vid-* 
kting the rxgnts of the fubjeft, is notdifarmed againft the 
public foe, X Could 

• For a completi coUiSlion of thefe^ 1 h$g Itavi to refer to the 
%d book of the poUhcal difquijitiom. 

t The defim offociety bei:-g; to proteSl the ^veak againjlthi more 

powerful^ ^vhate'ver tends to taking away the dijlindion betziteen 

them^ ami to putting all its members upon the fame levels muJI bi 

CQPtfonant to Its firfi principles. This ^as an objeSi with the old 

republics j Rome obliged Ur citizens tofer^e in the fid ten jearj,^ 

between the age of fixteen years and forty feven 

Vid. Refld|bo9 on th^ rife ud fiUi of Jw Em. ^np. c. itf 
M now. **^ ^ 






[ 170 3 

CovLYi yunius Brutus, and his colleagues, hfve bcheW 
lier republic crefting itfelf on the disjointed neck of tyran- t 
ny, how would they have wreathed a laurel for her teni- * 
pies as eternal as their own memori\-s ! Ameriia ! faireft \ 
copy of luch great originals ! be virtaous, and thy reign ' 
(hall be as happy as durable > and as dur;ikble as thp pillars 
of the world you have enfraachii^d.. 
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ORATION, 

DELlVKREn Ar 

BOSTON, March 5, I78> 

By Dr. Thomas Wei^sh. 



Non tali auxHiOf mc iUfenforihus isth 

Tempus eget ; Vjrg. iiinciJ, Lib. t. Lin. yn 

Friends and r ei i,ow-cit izens, 

INVITED to ihis place by your choice, and re- 
collefting your v/cU -known ..ndulgencC; I feel myfelf 
already poflVflcd of your candor, while I *^ imprefs upoa 
your minds, the ruinous tendency of Handing armies being 
I placed in free and populous cities in a time of pea^cc.'* 

A FIELD here prefents annually traverfed by tl)ofe,who^ 
I by thv^ir fagacity, have difcovered, and by their voices de- 
ll clared, in llrains of manly eloquence, the Iburce fi'om 
« whence thofe fatal itreams originate, which, like the def- 

troying pelHlence, have depopulated kingdoms and laid 

wallc the faireit empires. 

In pnfecution of the fubjeft, I prcfume 1 ihall not of- 
fend a rLfpc^abh: part of my audience, 1 mean the gen- 
tlemen of r.hc American patriot annf^^ — An army whole 

X 2 gh)ry 

* J fljouU nit have ntpJedcJ fo favour ahU an openin^^ to have 

fheiK'H my pcor :\flje^s to the Lharaiier oj iheVA,\\\n\.\\\d^:i' in Chief 

J f*J the American army, but jrom a concivuffirj) ot inabuit^o add 
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glapy tnd viituei h^ve been long iince recorded in thtf h 
t€mple of fame — her trumpet has founded their praifes to I 
diftaut nations-— her wing fhall bear them to latell ages. | 

I 
When the daring fpirit of ambition, or the boundIc{$ ^ 
luft of domination, has prompted men to invade the* na- | 
tural peaceful ftatc of fociety, it is among the firft emor I 
tions of the heart, to repel the bold invader. Men, af- 
fembled from fuch motives, having expelled the enemy 
from their borders, re-affiiming the pruning-hoolc and the 
fpade, for the fword and the fpear, have^ in all ages, been 
called the faviours of their country. 

A MILITIA is the moll natural defence of a free ftate, ? 
from^ invafion and tyranny : they who compofe the mi- • 
Htia, are the proprietors of the foil ; and who are fo ^ 
likely to defend it, as they who have received it from fj 
their anceftors — acquired it by their labor— or obtained it " 
I>y their valor ? every free man has within his breaft the 
great effcntials of a foldier, and having made the ufe of 
arms familiar, is ever ready for che field. And where is 
the tyrant whq h^s net reafon to dread an army of free- 
men ? 

In the battle of Nafebyf, in the days of Cromwell, the 
number of forces was equal on both fides j and all circum- 

fiances 

io a flame f more durable than marhle, nvhich will outlive the af" 
faults of enuy and the ravages of time. 

♦ T^he natural ftate of nations <ivith refpeSl to each other ^ is 
certainly that of fociety and peace* Such is the natural and primi* 
five fate of one man ivith refpeSl to another ; and <iv hat ever al- 
teration mankind may have made in regard to their original ftate^ 
they cannot^ vjithout violating their duty^ break in upon that fate 
of p^ace and fociety^ in vifhich nature has placed themy and ivhich, 
hy her latvs^ Jhe has frongly recommended to their obfervance. 

PuRLAMAc^i, Part 4. Chap. \, Scft. 4. 

t Vid, Political Difquifiiions. 
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fiances equal. In the parliament's army only nine offi- 
cers had ever feen adlaal fervice, and moft of the foldier^ 
were London apprentices, drawn out of the city two 
months before. In the king^s army there were about 
a thoufand officers who had ferved abroad, yet the vete- 
rans were routed by the apprentices. 

RoMB advanced on the zenith of glory and grcatnefs, 
and conquered all nations in the times of the iVpublic, 
while her army was an unpaid militia. 

The Greecians carried on theif wars againfl Perfia by 
means of their militia ; and at lart beat the numerous 
mercenary armies, and fubdued the vaft empire of Perfia. 

The deeds of valor performed by my own countrymen, 
and in our day, are numerous and recent, and point out, as 
with a fun-beam, that the militia is to a free country a 
lalUng fecurity. 

You will now permit me t0 (jonfider the condition and 
confequences of a (landing army. 

Men who inlift themfelvcs for life foon lofe the feelings 
of citizens. To comman4 find be commanded, excites 
an idea offerviiude and dependance, which degrades the 
mind, and in afpcialvicw deftroys the charafterof a free 
figent*. 

They 



♦ Moore in his ^iew offociefy and manners in Europe ^ obfernje^ 
— •^ As to the common foldiers J the leading idea of the difcipline is^ 
to reduce them^ in many refpeSs^ to the nature of machines \ that 
ihey may have no 'volition of their oivn, hut he actuated ^olely by 
that of their officers \ that they may hjuve fuch a fuperlative iiread 
cf their officer s^ as annihilates all fear of the enemy \ that they may 
move forxvard fwhe/i ordered^ nvithout deeper reafonin^ or morf 
cortcfrn than thefrekeks they avry alon^ av7<A them,'* 
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They who follow the profeflion of arms conceive them- 
felves exempted from the ufeful occupations of life, and 
thence con trad a habit of difiipation ; foldiers inured to 
cxercifc and labor in their duty, at leifure to roam, will 
not be wholly inadlive in a city, where the means of gra- 
tification abound ; purfuing the obje<5ls of pleafurc, with 
the fame zeal with which they engaged in the toils and 
cnterprifes of the field, whole armies have, too late, found 
themfelves dellroyed by the diflblving power of luxury. 

We have a remarkable inftance of this, my fellow-ci- 
tizcns, in the armv of Hanibal, which, having withllood 
the greateft hardiliips, and which the mofl dreadful dangers 
had never been able to difcourage, in winter quarters, at 
Capua, was entirely conquered by plenty and pleafures^. 

The cffcfts of luxury, though productive of the greateft 
misfortunes to an army fuiiioncd in a city, are by no means 
confined to that clau; of men. The great body of the peo- 
ple, fmote by the cliuims and blandifhments of a life of 
eafe and pleafurc, falieafy vidims to its fafcinations. The 
city, reared by the forming hand of induftry, foon feels 
the lymptons of dilfolutions— the bufy merchant now no 
more extends his commerce ! the mechanic throws ande 
his chiflel ; the voice of riot fucceeds to the found of tho 
hainmcr, and the midnight revel to the vigils of labour. 

When a larjje refpeflable {landing army has been (la- 
tivmcd in a city, commanded by officers of known patri- 
otifm, who liave taught thofc under .their orders, to inter- 
change the ki 1 i a»vi friendly officer of life ; citizens, con- 
ceiving tJieinreivc^ u cured from domellic broils and the 
danger of iu\:Sitn from abroad, imperceptibly relax in 
tneir attealion to military exercifes, and may thus be ex- 

pofed 

^ riiL Liv\\' Roma'! hijlory for an account of the battles ^ fuj- 
fcr'xn '^s^ and alni-jVlnii't^uilc anarch and defruilkn (f the r'cngvJU% 

cJ Carth(n'i/,iun -^c/ui^il a/ul hi: kn'^nu 



t i75 1 

pofeJ as a tempting bait to an afpiring defpot ; befide^, jt 
people who have made themfelves refpeftable by their per- 
fonal attention to their own defence, negledling their mili^ 
tia, may be infultedby thofc neighbours who had formei-ly 
been accuflomed to revere their power. 

When communities have fo far miftiken their intercli 
its to commit the defence of every thing valuable in life to 
a ftanding army, the love of eafe will fcarcely permit them 
to re-affume the unpleafmg taflc of defending themfelves. 

At the conclufion of a long and bloody war, the liber- 
berties of a people are in real danger from the admiflion 
of troops into a free city. When an army has fuffered eve- 
ry hardfhip to which the life of a foldier is peculiarly inci- 
dent, and has returned crowned with the well-earned lau- 
rels of the field, they jullly expe'ft to be received into the 
open arms, and with the applaufes of thofe for whom they 
have fought, and in whofe caufe they have bled ; in a fitu- 
ation like this, whole communities, in tranfport ot grati- 
tude, have weakly facrificed at the Ihrine of a deliverer, 
every thing for which their armies have fought, or their 
heroes of bled. 

Nations the moft renowned among the ancients for 
their wifdom and their policy, have viewed the army with 
an eye of attentive j^aloufy^ the Romans charaftcrized for 
ferfonal bravery *i trembled for their country, at the 
fight of one hundred and fifty liftors or peace-officers, 

as 

♦ In the battles fought in our age^ ^£very f.ngle foldier has njery 
little fecuritj a/jJ conJideHcc except in the multitnue 5 but among thi 
Romans y e^very indi^vidual^ more rohufi and of greater experience /;j 
^war^ as ivcll as more inured to the fatigues ofity than the enemy ^ 
relied upon himftif onl^. He <ivas naturally endued ^tvitb courage^ 
or in oifer wordsj <i,uitlj thai "Virtue whuh a fenfibility of our 
m/jnjtr$n^th infpireu 

IVJONTESCyJIZl^. 
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is a guard of the decemviri— Such an army was dan- 
gerous, they faid, to liberty. Thefe politic people 
knew the prevailing propeyfuy in all mankind to pow- 
fer. The hillory of later times has abundantly jullified 
the wifdom of their jealoufics. All parts of Europe which 
have been enflaved, have been enflaved by armies; No 
nation can be faid to erijoy ifiternal liberty which adm^a 
them in a time of peace. When a government has a body 
of Handing troops at command, it is eafy to form preten- 
fions for the dillrihution of rhcm, fo as to efFeft their owii 
purpofes ; when a favourite point is to be (farried, a thou- 
sand ibldlcrs may convey irrefiftable argument, and compel 
men to ad agaiixll their feelings, interell, and country. 

Such were the arguments employed by Philip the fe- 
cond, of Spain, to periuade the inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands to relinquidi their liberties, their property, and their 
religion ; the progrcfs of thefe dreadful meafures produced 
fcenes of maifacre and devaftation, the recital of which f 
muft excite exquifite horror in the moll favage bread. 

On 1 of the commanders of the irmy under the duke o( ;. 
Alva, demanding a pafs through the city of Rottcrdani^, ;; 
was at firft refufed, but affuring the magiftrates that he ^i 
ineant only to lead his troops ihrough the town, and not | 
to lodge them ia it, they confented to fufFer th^ cow^panies ^ 
to pafs through one by one : no foon#r had the firft com- 
pany entered the city, than the officer, without regard to 
his engagements, ordered them to keep the gates opeii 
until the other companies Ihould arrive : one of the citi- 
zens, en leavouring to fliut the gate. Was killed by his own 
hand ; his troops, eager to follow his example* drew theif 
fwords, and, giving a loofe to their fury, fpread them- 
felves over the town, and butchered more than three hun- 
dred of the inhabitants. This 



♦ The nvholf affair is related at lenj^ti, ... Jfatfon's Infi. of tt{ 
LQ'-w Cgmtriu, (9 wbk/j the rs&ifr is hjerr$d% 
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This was among the firft events of that war which ren- 
dered the Netherlands a fcene of horror and devaftation 
for more than thirty years ; but which, whilft it proved 
the fource, on many occafions, of extreme diftrefs to the 
people, called forth an exertion of virtue, fpirit, and in- 
trepidity, which feldom occurs in the annals of hiftory* 
Never was there a more unequal conteft than between the 
inhabitants of the Low-Countries and the Spanifti m(^ 
narch ; and never was the iffue of any difpute more con- 
trary to what the parties had reafon to expeft. 

Under firnilar circumftances, my fellow-citizens, a 
(landing army was introduced and ftationed in this city ; 
which produced the fcene we now commemorate ; and 
which I know you cannot all rememtier ; but let the ftran* 
ger hear and let the liftening youth he told,— /i^^/ on th$ 
ivimng of the fifth of March ^ fe'venteen hundred and fe<ventyp 
under the orders of a mercenary officer, murder, <with her pol^ 
luted -weapons, fiood trampling in the blood of our flaugbtered 
countrymen ; imriigination cannot well conceive what min- 

fling paflions then convulfel the foul and agonized the 
eart !— thofe pangs were (harp indeed which ufhercd into 
life, a n^tisn ! — like Hercules^ fhe rofe brawny from the 
cradle, the fnakes of Britain yet hung hiffing round her 
horrible, and fc4l !— at her infant voice they hafted— at 
the dread of her rifmg arm they fled away. 

America feparated from the nations of Europe by the 
mighty ocean, and from Britain by the mightier hand of 
heaven^ in acknowledged an independent nation ; ihe has 

Y now 

* Hercules is rtfrefented ivhen 'very young, engaged in the mojf 
eourageous and ^a-tgerous entirprizes-^fuch as encountering litms^ 
fqueexin^ them to death againji bis onvn breajf, or tearing their 
jauus a/under ; fometimes njuhen an infant^ S^^fpi^S f^^p^^^^ wtk 
a little /mile upon his cheeky as if he <was pleafed <with their fin$ 
€$lours and their mctions, and killing them by htsflrong gfipe ^tjf 
fo mu^b eafe that k fcarce deigns to look upon tktm. 
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now to maintain her dignity and importance among Ad 
kingdoms of the earth. May Ihe never he feduced from 
her true interelt, by fubAe intrigue^ mijtaken policy^ or 
m:fgui{icii ambition ! but,confidering her own condition, raay 
llie follow the maxims cf ^^ijiiom^ vvhich are better than the 
nxiccpons of <^'.ar ! 

It has becon^e fafnionablc in Europe, to keep a larg^ 
ft^'^nding army in times of peace. The people of Greats 
Britain have profcflbd their averfion to the eftablifhment, 
yet have fufFeredit tv) [^aia ground upon the idea of pre- 
lerving the balance of power. This cuilom is fo deeply 
rooted and fo firmly eilablifhed, that nothing Hiort of an- 
nihilation of the governments where they have been fo 
long tolerated can abolilh the inliituticn. 

From the fituation and vicinity of the nations of Eu- 
rope with refped to each other, the different extent of ter- 
ritory rendering it more difficult to repel an invafion from 
fome countries than others, for the celerity of defence and 
the more compler.t fecurity of cxtenfive countries ; from 
tw^it. and fimilar confid'.^ratioiis, even wife politicians have 
defended the propriety of the eflab ifhirlcnt ; but 'let their 
motives be ever lb pure, the ambitious and the afpiring have 
views extenuve and ruinous ; they have felt the charms and 
experienced the utility of this engine, and are not wanting 
ill their exertions to fupport its exiftence. 

Our fortunate alliances in Europe have fecured us 

from any danger of invafion from thence ; this fecurity is 
dcr'/ed from confidcraiions of the beft policy and true in- 
icreil of the allied powci*;>. 

The new and glorious treats' y conrlu.'cd, fincc the lafl an- 
nivcrKiry, with the Stat:$ of Hjllan.ly whofe manners^ laws 
rdigion, and LIqocIj coiitcji jor frud^.n^ fo nearly rcfenible our 
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•Will*, affords a happy prefagc cf lading fccurity. We 
m?iY add, the fitUation of our country, with rcfpcd to 
other dominions, is fo fccurcd by nature, that no one can 
feign prctenfions fufiiciently plaufihle to convince the peo- 
ple of America, of the propriety of fupporting a (landing 
army in a time of peace ; vvhilil memory retains the ex- 
ploits of our brave ritizcns in the field wlio have joined 
^he Ikndard of freedom, and fuccefsfully defended her in- 
iured altars and her devoted riies. The community will 
be alTared, that upon the bafis of a r.ve!l'rcguiated miiina, 
an army may be raifed upon all future occafions iufficient 
to oppofc the moll formidable invaders. 

y 2 ^ HiP.Ep 



^ 1/ there ivets ever amon^ nations a v^tiral alliMce^ o^he mmy 
^4 formed between the tnx^o republics. The fir ft planttrs of the four 
northern fates found in this ojunlry an a.jlumironi pcrfccution^ and 
refided here fr:j?n the year cnc thoufand fx hundred and eighty to the 
year one thc.sfandftx hundred and t^ivent , tv:e!^Vi' years prcceiding 
tkeir migration. Thy eier entertaiJud ahd have iraffnltted to 
pcfterity, a gratej'ul rcme;nbrance of that prottiTion and kofpitedity^ 
i^id efpcciady oj that religious id^erty tlcy jound here, ka-vi^i^ fought 
it in vain in England. 

<* Thefirff Inhahllanis oft'vco other flates^ Ne-vj-Yorh and Nex-j-- 
Jerfey^ avere immediate cinirrants frc^n this nation y andhnve iranf- 
mxttcd their religion, lan^u^nic^ cifoms^ ?nanr:er.i and chnraSler : 
find America in general, until her connexions ^ivifh the honfe cf 
Bourbon y has -'-*• confde^-ed this nation at ker frff ffknd in Eu- 
roPe^ ivhofe h u. y, and the great cbaraSItrs it ex!:iiiis^ in the va* 
nous arts c tace, as r:tv// as atchicvenunis of ^rvar nv fa a d 
land, bavc :en pariu.d i'L j!:id/cd, admired,, a/id i^;iitaud i i ivtrj 
fate. 

•< Afimililude r.f rJig^o/:^ althcuff ':: /• not dcoicd f> CyC'^Uol in 

this as in ]or^}iir ages^ tn the all:a,\uc 'f v.7//: /•, i^ fit!, iv il over 

muill be tlonytty a Jtfra'^le urcurfan.r. No^:.v if m;;v le/liii 

nL'ith tntthy that ihert are no t-^.vo /;<-■;;>•//, ^n-h/e ^^:ofi!-lp, \fi-c- 

,Si'i^e iiud dfipli/iff are mor( alih.e than ihfje of 'the t-'ivo ri publics. 

r 
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Herb, were it pertinent, I would exprefs a unfidena \ 
that when the army Ihall be dilbanded, juftice, with i/ti- 
^artialfcale^ will dillributc due rewards to thofc who have 
jeoparded their lives in the high places of the field. 

EvsRY American is confcious of the effcfts produced 
by the knowledge of the people in the ufe of arms, and 
from that experience need not be exhorted to an attention 
to their miliaa. 

When 

In this particular therefore ^ as far as it is of ^weight, an alHanci 

njijQuld hi perfeiJly natural. 

*< Afimilarityintheforms of go<uernmentf is ufually confuUred 
ms another circnmfance nuhich renders alliances natural : and al^ 
though the confttutions of the t<wo republics are not berfctlly alike^ 
there is yet analogy enough between thers^^ to maie a connexion 
eajy in this rej^ed. 

** The originals of the tavo republics are fo much alike^ that the 
kijiory of one fee ms but a tranfcript from that of the other ; fo that 
every Dutchman infru8ed in the fubjeSlj muf pronounce the Ame^ 
rican re'volution juji and necefj'ary^ or pafs a cenfure upon the greats 
eft anions of his immortal aucejlors : anions avhich ha%'e been ap-' 
pro'ved and applauded by mankind, and jujljfed bj the d^cifion $f 
heaven. 

** If therefore an analogy of religion^ gonjernment^ original man* 
nerSf and the mof exienjive and lafing commercial interefts^ cam 
form a ground and an invitation to political connexions ^ the fub^ 
jcnher flatters himfelf that in all thefe particulars^ the union isjb 
obvioujly natural^ that th$re has feldom been a more diflin^ ^'^V^- 
nation of Providence to any two dijiant nations to unite themfelvet 
together."" 

txtra£ls from the memorial to their High Mighiineflcs, the State« 
General of the United Provinces of the Low Countries, by that 
great flatefman and patriot^ his Excellency John Adams, Efqi 
Mifnjter t^lenipolenttary (ti the Hague, dated Ley iUn, April 191 
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Whin we confidcr our own profjjerous condition, tad 
view the ft ate of tlut nation, ot which wc were once a 
part, we even weep over our enemy, when we reflcft that 
llie was once great ; that her navies rode formidable upon 
the ocean ; that her commerce was extended to every har- 
bour of the globe ; that her name was revered wherever it 
was known ; that the wealth of nations v/as depofited in 
her ifland ; and that America was her friend, but by 
means of her ftanding armies, an immenfe continent ia 
feparated from her kingdom*, and that once-mighty em- 
pire, ready to fall an untimely viflim, to her own mad 
policy. 

Near eight fall years have now rolled away,{ince Ame* 
rica has been caft off from the bofom and embraces of her 
pretended parent, and has fet up her own name among the 
empires. The aflertions of fo young a country, were at 
firft beheld with dubious expciUtion ; and the world 
were ready to ftamp the name of rafhnefs or cnterprizc aC'- 
cording to the event. 

But a manly and fortunate beginning, foon cnfuredtha 
moll generous alfi (lance. This renowned and the ancient 
Gauls came early to the combat — wife in council— mighty 
in battle ! then with new fury raged the ftorm of war I the 
feas were crimfonedwith the richeft blood of nations ! Ame- 
rica's chofen legions waded to freedom through rivers dy- 
ed with the mingled blood of her enemies and her citizens 5 
through fields of carnage, and the gates of death ! 

At 



• A doubt may be enUrtained of thi truth of this ajfltrtion ; hut 
njoi can harJlj belie^i/r dat it would have entered into the head of 
a minijier or parliammt^ to colU£l a miiitia in Great ^Britain to 
enforce their aSls in America j lo that in our virov, had the army 
been dijlanded at the end of the tajl war^ America and Britait^ a$ 
this moment ^awhU have hen farts of the fame kitsgdom^ 
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At length in(kpc:uh:::cc h ours — the halcyon day appears ! | 
lo from the eall I ice the harbinger, and (wm t'^e train» '^ 
*tis peace hcrfe!f ; and as attciulants> all the gentle arts 
of lire : commerce diii^lay^ her ihow-whitc navies, fraught 
with the wealth orkIn;;don) . ; pli'iity from her copious horn, 
pours forth her richcll girls. Heaven command:^ ! the caft 
and the well give up, and the noit!i keeps not back ! all 
nations meet ! and beat their i\\ords into ploughfliares and 
their fpears into pruning hcoks, and reiblve to learn war ^ 
no more. — Henceforth Ihall the American wilderncfs blof* h 
iom as the rofe, and everv man in 11 ft under liis vine aud •' 
under his fig-tree, and none lliall m:;kc him afraid, » 
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Illustrious relicks ! 

WHAT tidings from the grare ? why haft thou Ic^ 
the peaceful manfioas of the tomb, to vijQt again 
this troubled earth ! art thou the welcome meffenger of 
peace I art thou rifcn again to exhibit thy glorious wounds, 
and thro* them proclaim falvation to thy country ! or art 
thou come to demand that laft debt of humanity, to which 
your rank and merit h?ve fo juftly entitled you~but 
which has been fo long ungcneroufly withheld ! and art 
thou angry at the barbarous ufage ? be appeafedy fweet 
ghoft ! for though thy body has lon^ laid undiftinguifhcd 
among the vulgar dead, fcarce privileged with earth 
enough to hide it from the birds of prey ; though not ;$ 
kindred tear was dropt, though not a friendly figh was 
uttered, o'er thy grave ; and though the execration of axt 
impious foe, were all thy funeral knelh ; yet matchlefs 
patriot ! thy memory has been embalmed in the affeftlons 
of thy grateful countrymen; who,in their brcalt, have raifed 
eternal monuments to thy bravci/ ! 

But let us leave the beloved remains, and contemplate 
for a moment, thofc virtues of the mzin, the eAerdife of 
which ^^\c fo defervedly endeared him to the honed among 
the grcat^ and the good among the bumble. 

Z 2 U 
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Ik the private walks of Hfe> he was a pattern for man- 
kind.— The tears of her, to whom the world is indebted 
for fo much virtue, are filcnt heralds of his filial pUty ; 
while his tender offspring, in lifping out their father's care, 
proclaim his parential cffeSlion : and an ADAMS can 
witnefs with how much zeal he loved where he had formed 
the facred connexion of z, friend ;— their kindred fouls were 
fo clofely twined, that both felt one joy, both one affliftion. 
In converfation he had the happy talent of addrcffing his 
iubjed both to the underftanding and the paflions ; from 
the one he forced conviction, from t other he ftole aflfent. 

He was Wefled with a complacency of difpofition, and 
equanimity of temper, which peculiarly endeared him to 
his friends J and which, added to the deportment of the 

fentleman, commanded reverence and cfteem even from 
is enemies. 

Such was the tender fenfibility of his foul, that he need 
but fee dittrefs to feel it, and contribute to its relief. He 
ivas deaf to the calls of intereft even in the courfe of his 
profcffion : and wherever he beheld an indigent ohjeft, 
%vhich claimed his healing flcill, he adminillered it, without 
«ven the hope of any other reward than that which refulted 
from the refledion of having fo far promoted thehappiuefs 
©f his fellow-men. 

In the /octal departments of life, praftifin^^ upon the 
ftrength of that doctrine, he ufed fo earneftly to inculcate 
himfelf, that nothing fo much conduced to enlighten man- 
kind, and advance the great end of fociety at larj^e, as the 
frequent interchange of fcntiments, in friendly meetings ; 
we find him conllantly engaged in thij eligible labor ; but 
on none did he place (o high a value, as on that ?noJl ho-- 
vorableof all detached focieties, ihe free and ac- 
cepted Ma80hs : into this fraternity he was early ini- 
tiated } ^nd after having givca repeated proofs of a rapid 

proficcncy 
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proficiency in the arts, and after evidencing by his life, 
the profeflions of his lips — finally, as the reward of his 
merit, he was commilTioned the mojl worjhipful Grand- 
Master of all the antient Mafons, through A^(?r/^--^;w^- 
r/V*'?.— -And you brethren, are living teftimonLcs, with 
how much honor to himfelf, and benefit to the craft uni- 
vcrfal, he difcharged the duties of his elevated truft ; with 
what fweetened accents he courted your attention, while, 
with wifJomy finngthy and htauty^ he inftruftcd his lodges 
in the fecret arts of Freemafonry ; what perfect order and 
decorum he preferved in the government of them j and ia 
all his conduft, what a bright example he fet us, xq live 
KvithJn compajSi and aSt upon the/quare* 

Wi T H what pleafure did he filence the wants of poor and 
pennylefs brethren; yea, the neceflitous every where,though 
Ignorant of the myileries of the craft, from his bencfa&ion&, 
ftlt the liappy efFefts of that inftitution which is founded 
on faith, hope, and charity. And the world may ceafe to 
wonder, that he fo readily offered up his life, on tlie altar 
of his country, when they arc told, that the main pillar of 
majhnry, is the LOVE OF mankind. 

The fates, as though they would reveal, in the perfon of 
our GRAND- MASTER, thofc mv flcries, which have fo long 
lain hid from the world, have fuffered him, like the great 
maftcr-builder in the temple of old, to fall by the hands of 
Ruffians, and be again raifed in honor and authority : we 
fcarched in the field for the murdered fon of a widow, and 
we four him, hy the turf nftd the t^jjig, buried on the 
brow of a hill, tJiough not in a decent grave*— And tho* 
we muft again commit lus body to the tomb, yet out breaiU 
(hall be the burying fpot of his majonic njirtuis^ and theri 

^' An adamantine monutmnt ^jce^llrear^^ 

•' IV'uh this injQriptiQH^'' Maionry ^^ Uu kere.''^^ 
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In public life, the fole objeft of his ambition was, to ac* 
quire the confcience of virtuous enterprizes ; amor patria 
was the fpring of his aftions, and mens con/da reSii was hij 
guide.— And on this fecurity he was, on every occafion, 
ready to facrifice his health, his intereft, and his eafe, to 
the facred calls of his country. When the liberties of 
America were attacked, he appeared an early champion in 
the conteft ; and though his knowledge and abilities would 
have infured riches and preferment fcould he have floopM 
to proftitution) yet he nobly withftood the fafcinating 
charm, tofled Fortune back her plume, and purfucd the in^- 
flexible purpofe of his foul, in guiltlefs competence. 

He fought not the airy honors of a name, elfe, many of 
thofe publications, which in the early period of our con- 
troverfy ferved to open the minds of the people, had not 
appeared anonymous. In every time of eminent danger, 
his fcllow-citizcns flew to him for advice ; like the orator 
of Athens, he gave it, nnd difpcllcd their fears :— twice 
did they call him to the roftrum, to commemorate the 
xnaffacrc of their brethren ; nnd from that inftance, in 
perfuafive language, he tau2;ht them, not only the dange- 
rous tendency, but the aftualmifchief, of Rationing a mill* 
tary force, in a free city, in a time of jvace.— They learnt 
the profitable leflbn, and pcn'd it among their grievan- 
ces. 

But his abilities were too great, V\% deliberations too 
much wanted, to be confined to the Jimits of a fingle city^ 
and at a time when our liberties v/eie moll critically in 
danger from the fecret machinut'ona .imH open aiTaults of 
our enemies, this town, to ihei^ lalHng hunor, defted him 
to take a part in the council", of the lV^te.~And with whab 
faithfulncfs he dirchnr^i;cd the important delegation, tho 
negle<Jt o{ his private concern?, and his unwearied atten- 
dmoe on that hetruilmcnt, will fuHiciently tcflify : and 
th<t; KCOid:; of that viri^oub ^ilVoibly will remain the tcili« 

monialf 



I 191 1 

monials of his accompliftiments as a ftatefniiin, and his in^ 
tcgrity and fervices as a patrioc, through all pollcrity. 

The Congrefs of our colony could not obfcrve fo much 
virtue and greatneis without nonoring it with the higheft 
mark of their favor ; and by the free fuffrages of that un- 
corrupted body of freemen, he was foon called to prefide in 
the fenate — where by his daily counfels and exertions, he 
was conftantly promoting the great caufc of general liberty. 

But when he found the tools of opprefTion were ob- 
ftinately bent on violence ; when he found the vengeance 
of the Britilh court muft be. glutted with blood ; he deter- 
mined, that what he could not cfFeft by his eloquence or 
his pen, he would bring to purpofe by his fword. And on 
the memorable 19th of April, he appeared in the field, 
under the united charafters of the general, the foldier, and 
the phyfician. Here he was iicen animating his countrymen 
to battle, and fighting by their fide, and there he was 
found adminiftering healing comforts to the wounded* 
And when he had repelled the unprovoked affaults of tha 
enemy, and had driven them back into their ftrong-holds» 
like the virtuous chief of Rome, he returned to the fenate, 
and preiided again at the councils of the fathers. 

When the vanqulihcd foe had rallied their difordered 
army, and by the acquifition of frefti llrength, again pre- 
(umed to fight againft freemen : our patriot, ever anxiou* 
to be where he could do the moff good, again put off the 
fenator, and, in contempt of danger, flew to the field of 
battle, where, after a ftcrnp and almcjl viftorious refiltance, 
ah ! too foon for his country ! he fealed his principles with 
his blood then — 

** Freedom nvept^ that merit could not fa^ve^^^ 
Mut Wa K R fi N 'i> manes «* mujl enrich the ^rave.^^ 

Enriihe4 



t 19^ ] 

Bnrifhed indeeid ! and the heights of Charhjfown Ihall be 
more memorable for thy fall, than the Plains of Abraham 
are for that of the hero q( Britain. For while he died con* 
tending for a fingle country, jo;< fell in the caufe of virtue 
and mankind. 

The greatnefs of his ibtil ihone even in the moment of 
death } for, if fame fpeaks true, in his laft agonies he met 
the infults of his barbarous foe with his wonted magnini* 
mity, and with the true fpirit of a foldier, frowned at their 
impotence* 

In fine, to complete the great charafter*— like HAR- 
RINGTON he wrote— like CICERO he fpoke— like 
HAMPDEN he lived— and like W O L F E he died. 

And can we, my countrymen, with indifference behold 
fo much valour laid proftrate by the hand of Britijh 
tyranny ! and can we ever grafp that hand in afFeftioni 
again .^ are we not yet convinced '* that he who hunts the 
woods for prey, the naked and untutored indian,is lefs a fa- 
vage than the king of Britain"^! have we not proofs > wrote 
in blood, that the corrupted nation, from whence we fprang^ 
(though there may be fome traces of their ancient virtue 
left) are flubbornly fixed on our deftruftion ! and ftialJ we 
ftill court a deptndance on fuch a (late ? ftill contend for a 
connexion with thofc who have forfeited not only every 
kindred claim, but even their title to humanity ! fijrbidit the 
fpirit of the brave Montgomery ! forbid it the fpirit of 
immortal Warren ! forbid it the fpirits of all our va- 
JJant countrymen ! who fought, bled, and died for far dif- 
ferent purpofes : and who would have thought the purchafe 
dear indeed ! to have paid their lives for the paltry boon 
of difplacing one fet of villains in power, to make way for 
jjnother. No. They contended for the cftahlifliment of 
peace, liberty, and fafety to their country ; iwA we are 
unworthy to be called their countrymcni if wc Itop at any 
•ccjuifitioa (hort of thi^j, Now 
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Now Is the happy feafon, to feize again thofe rights 
which, as men, we are by nature entitled to, and vv]iich,by 
contraft,wc never have and never could have farrendered : — • 
but which have been repeatedly and violently attacked by the 
king, lords and commons of liritain. Ought we not then to 
difclaini forever, the forfeited affinity ; and by a timely 
amputation of that rotten limb of th/* empire, prevent the 
mortification of the whole ? ought we not to liften to the 
voice of our flaughtered brethren, who are now proclaim* 
ing aloud to their country— 

Go tell the king J and tell him from our fpirits^ 

^hat you and Britons can be friends no more ; 

^ell him to you all tyrants ar^ the fame : 

Or if tn bonds y the nen:er conquer"* d lout 

Can feel a peing, more keen thanjlauery^s felf^ 

^7 is ^^vhere the chains that crujh you into dujl^ 

Are forged by hands , from ^vhicb you hop\i for freedom^ 

Yes, we ought, and will, — we will aflert the blood of 
our murdered hero againft thy hoililc oppreflions, O fhame- 
lefs Britain ! and when ** thy cloud-cap'd towers, thy gor- 
geous palaces" fhal! by the teeth of pride and folly, be 
levelled with tlie duil — ; A when th}' glory Ihall have fa- 
ded like the wellcrn funbcam — the name and, the "uirtues of 
WARREN Ihall remain immortal. 
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POEM, afr. 



rH E follazvin^ majferly piece <?,/^ original compofitlon /V 
Jrcm the pen ^James Allen j of Bojiouy ir. the J} ate 
ofMa£achufetts, Efq. and^was njuriten 'when his feelings ^^ 
like fhofe of every other free-born American, ^juere all alivo 
at tht inhuman murders of our countrymen , in the Jheets of 
that town f on the evening of the ffih of March, 1 770, ami 
nvhichgaue birth to federal of the preceeding orations jin ^vhich 
that a£l of Britilh 'violence and brutality is^ in Jlrong colours^ 
depiSled. Although this poem is no^zu re-publijhed ^ivithout the 
previous kno'vjlvdge or confent of the author, the printer hopes 
he Jhall not incur the author^ s difpleafure hereby, efpec'tal!^ 
*when it is made kno-rvn to him, that the prefent re-publication 
is at the requej} of federal of the printer^ s cujlomers, ^joho are. 
Jefirous to convince the Britifh that true claflical Englilh po^ 
ctry, may be produced in other parts of the nvorld, as v:cll as 
in their own little ijland. 

FROM realms of bondage and a tyrant's reign, 
Our Go n -like father's bore no flavifh chain, 
^Fo Phataol/s face th* inrpircd Patriarchs flood. 
To feal their virtue, with a martyr's blood : 
But lives fo precious, fuch a {^crcd feed, 
The fourcc of empires, htuv'n's high will decreed ; 
He fnatch'd the Sain-i, 'from Pharaoh's impiouii hand. 
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And bade his chof^:n (cek this diftant land : 
Then to thefe climes ^th' illuftrious exiles fpcd, 
'Twas rreedom prompted, and the Godhead led. 
Ltenial woods the virgin foil dcfacM, 
A dreary dcTan, and an howling wafte ; 
The haunt of triber^ no pity taught to fpare. 
And th<:v op];K»s'd tlieni with remorRdds wai% 
But he iv'n's right arm led forth the faithful train» 
The gunrdinn Godhead fwept the infidious plain, 
'TiH tl\e fcour'd thirket amicable llocd, 
Nor dalhird ambufh, trench'd the duflcy wood : 
Our fires then carnM no more, precarious bread, 
Nor midft alarm > tbelr frugal meals were fpread, 
fair boding iuipes inurW tlieir hand^ to toil, 
/\nd patriot virtu*;* nurs\l the thriving ffnl, 
Nor icarce two ag^s have their periods run, 
^^ince o'er their culture fmiTd the geninl fun ; 
And now v/hat iia^es extetul their fair domains^ 
O'er {leecy mountains and luxuriant plains ; 
V\'ht're happy millions their own fields poflefs, 
>nO f\"-n*!f awes them, and no lor^^s opprefs ; 
■ i he h'ind of rule divine difcrction guides, 
And vvhite-rob'd virtue o'er her paths prefides, 
l.ach polic'd order venerates the law.s 
And each ingenuous fpeaks in freedom's caufe ; 
'I he Spartan Ipirit, nor the Rafur^t name, 
The patriot's pride, fhall rival thefc in fame ; 
IK re all the fwcets that focial life can know, 
t'rc^m the full font of civil lapiencc flow ; 
J It. re gold'. CV^v; cloaius tl^ autumnal plain, 
.\ikI 'A\'i'^ Jiiir r.f/iprt'p hokls lier ncvv domain ; 
ll.^'C angel Science fpreads ht-r lucid wing. 
And liark, how fweet the new-horn Mn/t^ \\rvj ; 
I lere generous Cnmrherce fpreads her libeial hand, 
.'\'id fcatters foreitni blelllnes round the land. 
^ hull m<Mirre Mammon ^ or pnuul Kill of fv^av, 
Ivrverfe thefe fceueti-— will hcav'ii tx-jmit the day : 



Shall 
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Slip.n in tins ttra all our liopes expire, 
And weeping freedom from her fanes retire ? 
Here HimU the tyrant ilill our peace purfue. 
From the painM eye-brow drink the vital dew ; 
Not nature's barrier wards our Father's foe. 
Seas roll in vain, and boundlcfs oceans flow. — 

Stay, Pharaoh *, that impious hand forbear, 
iSior tempt the genius of our fouls too far ; 
How ott, ungracious ! in thy thanklefs llead, 
'iMid fcencs of death our generous youth have bled ; 
When the proud Gavl thy mightiell powers repelFd, 
And drove your legions trembling from the field. 
Wo rent the laurel from the victor's brow. 
And rouHvl your temples taught the wreath to glow f , 
Say, when thy fiai^gliter'd b^nds the dcjert dy'd. 
Where the Ir»)K» Ohio rolls her crloomy tide. 
Whole urc:i!V banks rheir wariinir bones cnfhrinc, 
W:\iv arm avcng'd ihi-ni ? — tlianklefs ! was it thine J ? 
Bif.t tien'roiis vnlour icorns a bcnftinir word. 
And conlcious vinuc reaps her own reward, 
Y( c conicio'is virtne bid:, thee now to fpeak, 
Thounrh (niiltv blulhes kindle o*cr vour check : 
]f wiiiUng 'v:;! , niul painiui tolls rtt length, 
Hat] drainM our veins, and withered all our ftrength. 
How could'll thou, crueU form the vile defign, 
And round our necks the wrerth of bondage twine ! 
And ^f fome lingering fpirit reu/Zd to llrife. 

Bid 

•* The hbir ff Great -Enf.i:.i. 

'\ Ihi faLj.'ji ^/ L(Aii(l)()un; in 17+5, by General Pepperell. 

J The fame jnr the !'in^'s troops nvere furprifed near fhe banks 
•f th(' Ohio ; ^v:ltn our diujl, ions CsOiend Washincton cot'ered 
f!:f rrtrrat^ "nd jn'ied thi' dtJiniSlion of the nvhole army. A body 
tjfV\-v\^{:\\v:nertpulfrd{ifini aijavdt rf the Provincial itnes^ at 
the li'fjlvyfrdj ihtir Cenrrnl iakoi prifQiter^ and tkeir ^'hok atfttj 
£§r^f(iltdtoJlj back to Cai ;Ki;u 
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Bid ruffian murder drink the dregs of life : 
Shall future ages e'er forget the deed ? 
AaJ (han't for this imperious Britain bleed ? 
When comes the period heaven predeftines muft. 
When Europe's glories ftiall be whelm 'd in duft. 
When our proud ^^tii the naval wreath Ihall wear^ 
And o'er her empires hurl the bolts of war, 
UnnervM by fate, the boldeft heart fliall fail. 
And *mid their guards auxiliar kings grow pale ; 
In vain (hall Bvita-n lift her fuppliant eye. 
An aliened offspring feels no filial tie. 
Her tears in vain fhall bathe the foldier's feet. 
Remember, ingratc, Boj}on*s crimfon'd ftreet * ; 
Whole hecatombs of lives the deed (hall pay. 
And purge the murders of that guilty day f. 

But why to future periods look fo far. 
What force e'er facM us, that we fearM to dare ; 
Then, can'ft thou tuink, e*en on this early day. 
Proud force (hall bend us to a tyrant^ fway ; 
A foreign foe opposed our fword in vain J, 
And thine own troops we've rallied on the plain §. 
If then our lives your lawlefs fword invade, 
Think'ft thou, enflavM, we'll kifs the pointed blade ? 
Nay let experience fpeak — be this the teft, 
'Tis from experience that we reafon beil.— 
When firll thy mandate (hew'd the (liamelefs plan. 
To rank our race beneath tiie clafs of man, 
Lov/ as the brute to fink the human line. 

Our 

* The majfacn of the ^th of March j 1770. 

f The poet feems to ba^ve been ^erj prophetic ;>/ this beautiful 
pcjjfage. 

I Th. extirpation of the Neutrals /r<?;« Nova-Scotia. 

^ 7beYrovlnc\d\s covered the retreat from the French line s^ (it 
Ticondcroga, n.vhen the Biitifh Genera/^ Ab'.rCiOiubic, was tha^ 
ele/iateJ bj the Marquis Montcalni; in 1758, 
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Our toil our portion, and the harveft tkinr, 

ModcA but firm, we plead the iacred caufe. 

On nature basM and fanftion'd by the laws ? 

But your deaf ear the confcious pleadeny'd. 

Some ii4emoM counferd— and the fword reply 'd ; 

Your navy then our haven cover'd o'er. 

And arm'd battalions trcfpafs'd on our Ihore^ 

Thro' the prime ftre'ets, they marchM in war's array. 

At noon's full bla/e, and in the face of day : 

With dumb contempt we pafsM the fervilc fhow, 

Wliile fcorn's proud fpirit fcoul'd on every brow ; 

Day after day fucceffive wrongs we borei 

'Till patience wearied could mpport no more^ 

'Till flaughter'd lives our native ftreets prophanMj. 

And thy nave's hand our hallowM crimfon ItainM, 

No fuddcn rage the ruffian foldier tore. 

Or fwam the pavements with his vital gore. 

Deliberate thought did all cur fouls compofc; 

'Till vcird in glooms the low'ry morning rofe ; 

No mob then furious urgM th' impaflion'd fray* 

Nor clam reus tumult dinM the folemn day> 

In full convene the *cii/-fenate fat. 

Our Father's fpirit rulM the firm debate ; 

The freeborn foul no reptile tyrant checks, 

'Tis heav'n who diftates when the people fpeaks ; 

Loud from their tongues the awful mandate brokc^ 

And thus infpir'd the facred fcnate fpoke ; 

Ye mifcreant troops be gone ! our prefencc fly. 

Stay, if ye dare, out if ye dare, ye die ! 

Ah ! too fevere, the faithful Chie/f replies^ 

Permit one half— -the other inftant flies — 

No pale, avaunt, or by our Father's fliades. 

Your recking lives Ihall glut our vengeful blades. 

E'er morning's light begone,— or clfc we fwcar, 

Euck 

• The teivn-meetlng at Faneuil./&<?Zf. 
t Tbf inJam^M Governor Hutchinigt, 
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Each flaughterM corfe ffiall feed the birds of air ! 
F/er morning's light had Itrcak'd the fkic:> with red. 
The Chieftain yielded, and the fbldicr fled, 
^Tis thub experience fpeaks — the tell forbear. 
Nor lhe;v.s thefe Hates v^our feeble front of war. 
But ftiJl your navies lord it o'er the main, 
Their keels .^rc nati\es of our oaken plain ; 
E'en the proud mail that bears your flag on high. 
Grew on our foil, and ripen'd in our fky : 
** Know then tliyfelf, prefumc not us to fcan,'* 
Your pow'r precarious and your iflc a fpan.— • 

Yet could our wrongs in juft oblivion fleep. 
And on each neck rcviv'd aff'eftion weep. 
The brave are generous, and the good forgive. 
Then fay you've wrong'd us, and our parent live * ; 
But face not fate, oppofe not heav'nN decree. 
Let not that curfe, our Mot h k r , )iirht on thee. 

* Her tyrants ^vere too felf -concetti: J ^ an I too ohjlinatc to takts 
the adu ICC of men cf the hcj) fcnf and unJerJlanJu:\^. — The cun^ 
fequence has been the efiahiijhminl of tibcrtj and iuii^'^.':rj'ul iwi^ 
tmrce in Amtrica. 
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